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THE    FIN  \L  ARRANGEMENTS 

for  the  publication  of  the  Winter  Issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  are  almost  complete. 
The  Publisher  desires  to  remind  advertisers  that 
this  issue  must  be  put  to  press  a  day  earlier  than 
usual  to  enable  printers  and  binders  to  cope  with 
the  large  number  of  literary  and  advertising 
pages.  He  cannot  therefore  guarantee  the.inser-  . 
tion  of 'any  announcement  for  the  Winter  Issue 
received  after 

TUESDAY,  JANUARY  21. 


SUMMARY. 

Being;  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issne. 


Articles  and  Communications. 


Ammonium  bromide  was  a  new  remedy  fifty  years 
See  the  note  on  p.  64. 

Dr.  T.  A.  Henry  describes  in  a  communication  on  p.  33 
varnish-gums  and  where  they  come  from. 

Particulars  of  a  flagrant  instance  of  the  low  quality  of 
drugs  sometimes  imported  into  India  are  given  by  Mr. 
Kenneth  C.  Allen  (p.  62). 

We  deal  with  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  conditions  of  medical  service  in 
the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland.  It  affects  chemists 
there  to  some  extent  (p.  49). 

News  of  tbe  Week. 


Mr.  S.  N.  Pickard,  of  Ossett,  is  the  new  President  of  the 
P.A.T.A.  (p.  36). 

The  facts  in  regard  to  the  Brighton  veronal-poisoning  case 
are  reported  on  p.  40. 

As  long  as  there  is  illness  in  this  country  there  will  be 
need  for  the  patent-medicine  vendor,  says  Sir  Henry  Normal! 
(p.  35). 

The  P.A.T.A.  system  has  made  a  successful  start  in  the 
Transvaal.  The  terms  are  20  per  cent,  and  30  per  cent,  ok 
returns  (p.  38). 

The  Pharmaceutical  examination  results  are  given_  on 
p.  37,  and  the  names  of  those  who  have  passed  the  Minof 
examination  in  Great  Britain  are  printed  on  p.  44. 

Mr.  E.  S.  Waring,  a  director  of  one  of  the  Boots  com- 
panies, gave  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  on  .Patent 
Medicines  this  week.  A  report  of  the  evidence  begins  on 
p.  55. 

The  most  important  legal  case  this  week  is  under  the 
Medicine  Stamp  Act,  and  is  in  regard  to  the  manner  of 
affixing  the  duty-stamp  (p.  40).  Pharmacy  Act  cases  ua 
London  (East)  are  reported  in  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

National  Insurance  Act. 

A  large  number  of  problems  arising  from  Insurance  dis- 
pensing, some  in  regard  to  charges,  are  dealt  with  on 
p.  62. 

We  give  full  particulars  regarding  the  prescription-forms 
(one  is  reproduced)  and  other  printed  matter  whieh  has 
been  delivered  to  medical  men  on  the  panels  (p.  54). 

"  Inauguration  "  is  the  subject  of  our  third  article  on  the 
new  epoch  in  pharmacy  occasioned  by  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act.  It  calls  for"  patience_  in  the  working  of  a  new 
system,  and  deals  with  initial  difficulties  (p.  485 

The  news  in  regard  to  the  application  of  the  medical- 
benefit  provisions  is  exceptionally  voluminous,  and  includes 
reports  of  cases,  where  the  Insurance  Commissioners  allow 
moderate  late  fees,  as  well  as  further  particulars  about  dis- 
pensing panels  (p.  50). 

Some  doctors  are  curious  to  know  what  "  B.P.C."''  means 
in  the  drug-tariff,  so  we  furnish  particulars  and  formulz.s 
for  the  preparations  referred  to,  and  chemists  who  want, 
reprints  of  this  for  their  medical  clients  will  note  what  we 
say  about  these  (pp.  35-36). 

A  number  of  letters  on  Insurance  dispensing  are  printed 
on  p.  62,  and  some  hints  on  bottle-cleaning  on  p.  63.  We 
have  received  from  correspondents  in  Great  Britain  reports 
up  to  Wednesday  evening  of  the  Insurance  dispensing  done 
on  that,  the  first  day  of  the  work.  These  are  printed  in  the 
Coloured  Supplement. 

Trade  and  Market  Matters, 

The  principal  features  of  the  cinchona  and  quinine  market 
during  last  year  are  referred  to  in  detail  in  our  Trade 
Report  Section  (p.  61). 

The  rising  markets  of  several  staples  is  a  feature  this  week, 
these  including  quinine,  English  citric  acid,  lemon  oil,  Flor- 
entine •  orris,  .lime  oil,  juniper  berries,  and  cinnamon  oil. 
Cod-liver  oil  and  lime-juice  are  firmer;  English  castor  oil, 
lead  compounds,  pepper,  Guinea,  grains,  arsenic,  and  tur- 
pentine are  all  cheaper  (p.  58). 
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Varnish  Materials. 

By  Thos.  A.  Henry,  D.Sc,  Ph.C,  etc. 


AT  a  meeting  of  the  Paint  and  Varnish  Society,  held  at 
St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride  Lane,  Fleet  Street,  E.C., 
an  Thursday,  January  9,  Dr.  Henry,  Superintendent  of 
Laboratories,  Imperial  Institute,  gave  a  lecture  on  "  Some 
Colonial  and  Indian  Varnish  Materials."  He  pointed  out 
that  at  the  present  time  varnish-makers  derive  a  large 
proportion  of  their  raw  materials  from  Imperial  sources. 
No  less  than  five-sevenths  of  the  imports  of  resins  or 
varnish  gums  are  now  obtained  from  British  possessions, 
including  shellac  from  India,  kauri  copal  from  New 
Zealand,  animi  from  Zanzibar,  dammar  and  copal  from 
Singapore,  and  copal  from  British  West  Africa.  The 
animi  exported  from  Zanzibar  is,  however,  obtained 
originally  from  German  and  Portuguese  East  Africa,  and 
part  of  the  copal  and  dammar  from  Singapore  is  in  transit 
from  the  Dutch  East  Indies.  The  bulk  of  the  imports  for 
the  .manufacture  of  the  finest  copal  varnishes  is  composed 
of  fossil  copals  from  New  Zealand  and  Zanzibar,  and  as 
the  deposits  of  these  products  are  limited,  manufacturers 
are  faced  with  the  situation  that  sooner  or  later  they  will 
have  to  depend  to  a  far  larger  extent  than  heretofore  on 
fresh  copals  from  living  trees.  As  a  source  of  such  copals 
Africa  should  take  a  very  important  place.  It  is  known 
that  there  are  forests  of  the  Ea6t  African  copal-tree 
{Trachylobiuni  verrucosum)  in  Madagascar  and  in  German 
and  Portuguese  East  Africa.  Further  inland,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  Zambesi  valley,  there  are  said  to  be  large 
tracts  of  forest  composed  of  Copaifera  Gorskiana,  which 
the  Imperial  Institute  has  shown  yields  fresh  copal  of  very- 
good  quality.  Further  westward  Copaifera  Mopanc,  the 
source  of  the  red  copal  of  the  Congo  and  Portuguese  West 
Africa,  is  said  to  be  abundant,  while  copal  is  exported  in 
greater  or  less  quantity  from  all  the  territories  lying 
between  the  Gambia  and  the  Congo.  As  regards  British 
West  Africa,  the  source  of  copal  in  Southern  Nigeria 
(Benin  copal)  and  the  Gold  Coast  (Accra  copal)  is  Daniclla 
oblonga,  while  that  of  Sierra  Leone  and  French  Guinea, 
which  comes  on  the  market  as  Sierra  Leone  copal,  is 
Copaifera  Grubourtiana.  In  all  these  territories  important 
copal  industries  could  be  established  if  Forest  Departments 
and  commercial  firms  would  co-operate.  The  former 
should  set  about  ascertaining  the  extent  and  distribution 
of  the  copal  forests,  and  should  impress  on  the  Colonial 
Governments  the  necessity  of  spending  money  on  investi- 
gating the  mode  of  secretion  of  resin  in  copal-trees  and 
the  best  method  of  tapping  the  trees  for  resin.  The  firms 
/trading  in  copal  in  West  Africa  should  learn  the  art  of 
sorting  and  washing  copal  so  that  they  could  put  on  the 
market  definite  grades  of  uniform  quality  instead  of  the 
mixtures  of  fresh,  semi-fossil  and  fossil  gums  with  varying 
quantities  of  dirt,  that  reach  Europe  from  some  parts  of 
West  Africa  at  the  present  time.  It  was  pointed  out  that 
in  some  parts  of  British  West  Africa  whole  trees  are  often 
cut  down  and  left  to  rot  in  order  that  the  native  may 
get  the  small  quantity  of  copal  they  contain,  while  in 
Sierra  Leone  and  French  Guinea,  where  the  natives  have 
evolved  a  promising  tapping  system,  the  copal  forests 
have  been  largely  destroyed  by  over-tapping.  Numerous 
analyses  made  at  the  Imperial  Institute  during  recent  years 
were  also  quoted,  showing  how  the  copal  collected  in  a 
single  colony  varied  with  the  method  of  collection.  Atten- 
tion was  then  directed  to  a  series  of  copals  collected  in 
Mozambique,  at  the  instance  of  the  Imperial  Institute, 
from  Copaifera  Gorskiana,  and  to  copal  from  Agathis 
vitiensis  from  Fiji;  the  latter  is  strikingly  similar  to 
Manila  copal  obtained  from  Agathis  alba. 

Indian  turpentine  oil  and  resin  were  then  discussed,  and 
it  was  pointed  out  that  although  this  industry  is  being 
developed  rapidly  by  the  Indian  Forest  Department,  there 
is  very  little  hope  that  India  will  be  able  to  do  more 
than  meet  its  own  requirements  in  turpentine  oil.  The 
colony  of  British  Honduras,  however,  is  said  to  possess 
large  forests  of  Cuban  pine,  which  may  be  exploited  in 
the  future  for  turpentine.  Mention  was  also  made  of 
Burmese  lacquer,  the  export  of  which  the  Indian  Forest 


Department  is  endeavouring  to  organise,  and  a  short 
description  was  given  of  the  Burmese  lacquer  wares  and  the 
methods  by  which  they  are  produced.  Turning  to  the 
staple  drying  oil— linseed  oil— it  was  pointed  out  that 
about  half  of  our  imports  of  linseed  now  come  from  India 
Reference  was  made  to  Para  rubber-seed  oil  as  a  possible 
competitor  with  linseed  oil,  and  it  was  mentioned  that  as 
the  result  of  the  Imperial  Institute  persistentlv  calling  the 
attention  of  planters  and  manufacturers  to  this  oil  durino- 
the  last  ten  years,  there  is  at  length  some  prospect  of  the 
matter  being  taken  up  by  merchants,  several  experimental 
consignments  of  the  kernels  having  been  crushed  both  in 
this  country  and  in  the  East  during  the  last  year  or  two. 

The  lecture  was  illustrated  by  numerous  lantern-slides 
showing  species  of  trees  yielding  varnish-gums,  methods 
of  tapping,  and  tables  of  analytical  data.  A  large  col- 
lection of  Colonial  copals,  Indian  turpentines,  Burmese 
lacquer,  and  lacquer  wares  was  also  exhibited. 


Drug-tariff  Preparations. 


11  HE  drugs  and  preparations  in  the  drug-tariff  drawn  up 
by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  are  in  a 
great  majority  of  cases  those  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 
Occasionally  non-official  preparations  are  mentioned  .and 
the  indication  "  B.P.C."  affixed.  These 
formulae  with  references  to 


non-official 
Pharmaceutical  Formulas  '-' 
[which  is  the  origin  of  many  of  them)  are  as  follows 


5V.  gr.  L. 
5iiij.  mxxxij. 
3ij-  gr.  xx. 


Chlobof.  Camph. 
From  the  "  British  Pharma- 
ceutical    Conference  Formu- 
lary."   "  P.F.,"  viii.,  57S. 

Camphor   gij. 

Chloroform  ...  gj. 

Collod.  Belladox. 
From  the  "  firituh  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  Formulary." 
An  imitation  of  the  "prcjMration 
introduced  by  Messrs.  T.  &  H. 
Smith,  of  Edinburgh.  "  P.F.," 
viii.;  574. 

Ext.  belladonuoe 

1-iq-   Ss. 

Tereb.  canad 
Ol.  ricini  ... 
Camphor.  ... 
Pyroxylin. 
Ether,   meth.  (sp. 

gr.  0.720)  ad    ...  gxx. 

Collod.  Salicyl.  Co. 

Ac.  salicylici      ...  gj.  siss. 
Ext.  eannab.   in4.  siss; 

Acetone   3113 . 

Acetone  collodion 
ad   jx. 

Emcl.  Ol.  .Mobbhttje. 
A  similar  formula  has  been  in 

all   editions   of   "  P.F." 
Ol.  morrluire       ...  3 v. 
P.  gum.  acaciae  .. 

Syrupi   

01.     amygd.  ess 
6ine  ac.  hydrocy 
Aq.  dest.  ad 

Bub  the  oil  with  the  {rum  and 
add   part   of   the   water,  and 
when  emulsified  add  the  rest 
of  the  ingredients. 

Ext.  Malti  c.  Ol.  Mobbhux. 
Ext.   malti  ...  gfl.'xvij. 

01.  morrhuaj    ...  giij. 

GtLTCee.  Belladox. 
From  the  "British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  Formulary." 
"  P.F.,"  viii.,  652. 
Ext.  bellad.  vir.  ...  gj. 
Aq.  dest.  bullientis  3j. 
Glyeerinum  ad    ...  gij. 

Rub  the  extract  in  a  warm 
mortar  with  the  water  to  a 
smooth  paste,  and  add  the  gly- 
cerin. 


Gltceb.  Thymol.  Co. 
From  the  "  Bournemouth  For- 
mulary."    "  P.F.,"  viii.,  637. 
Sodium  bicarbo- 
nate  3v. 

Sodium  biborate  3x. 
Sodium  benzoate  3iv. 
Sodium    saJicylate  3ij. 

Menthol   gr.  ij. 

Pumilio  pine  oil  niv. 
Wintergreen  oil  ...  mij. 

Thymol   gr.  iv. 

Eucalyptol  ...  „ixij. 


Alcohol 

cent. ) 
Glycerin 
Solution, 

mine 
Distilled 

Dissolve 


(90-per- 
...      ...  31V. 

 3ij- 

of  car- 

 nisi. 

water  to  gxx. 
the  salts 


in  the 


3V- 


■my- 


water,  add  the  glycerin  and 
solution,  of  carmine,  then,  add 
the  oils  previously  dissolved  in 
the  alcohol,  and  filter. 

Liq.  Oeesol.  Sapo. 

1'his  is  the  German  Pharma- 
copoeia formula. 
Cresol  (by  weight)  gviij. 
Linseed     oil  (by 

weight)  ...  gij.  jvj.  gr.  xxv. 
Potassium  hydrate  jiv.  gr.  lviies. 
Alcohol  (by 

weight)    ...  ...3ij.gr.xx. 

Glycerin  (by 

weight)   3vij. 

Distilled  water  to  gxvj. 

The  linseed  oil  is  warmed  to 
70°  C,  and  the  potassium  hy- 
drate, previously  dissolved  in 
4  oz.  of  water,  added  and,  well 
mixed.  Then  add  the  alcohol 
with  constant  stirring ;  when 
the  alcohol  is  all  added  cease 
stirring,  and  heat  until  on,  test- 
ing a  few  drops  these  are  found 
to  dissolve  in  water.  Add  the 
glycerin  and  cresol  and  adjust 
the  weight  by  the  addition  of 
distilled  water. 

Liq.  Gtttta  Pebcha. 
B.P.  1S85. 
Gutta  percha.      ...  gij. 
Lead  carbonate  in 

powder   gij. 

Chloroform  (by 

weight)   to       ...  gxx. 

Dissolve  the  gutta  perclia  in 
12  oz.  of  chloroform,  then  add 
the  lead  carbonate,  previously 
mixed1  with  the  remainder  of 
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the  chloroform,  ishake,  and'  set 
aside  to  clear. 

LlQ.  FORMALDEHYD. 

This  is  the   ordinary  1,0-per- 
cent.  solution  of  formaldehyde— 
formalin. 

Liq.  On  Sed. 
"  P.F.,"  viii.,  679. 
A  formula  originally  contributed 
to  the  C.  &  D.  Diary  "Art  if 

Pharmacy." 
Opium  (10-per- 

oent.)   jij- 

Slaked  lime        ...  31  j. 
Rectified  spirit   ...  5v. 
Finest  sherry      ...  Jj, 
Water         ...       ...  a  sufficiency 

Boil    the    opium    (in  small 
pieces)  and  lime  in  15  oz.  of 
■water   for   half  an   hour  and 
allow  to  cool.       Make  up  to 
14  oz.  with  water,  add  tho  spirit 
and   sherry.     Filter,  press  the 
marc,  and  add  proof  spirit  to 
make  20  oz.    Set  aside  for  six 
months  to  mature,  and  filter. 
Malourea. 
This  is  veronal. 
Pasta  Zinci  Co 
Zassar's   Paste.     "  P.P.,"  viii., 
735. 

Zinc  oxide  §iij. 

Starch   Jiij. 

Salicylic  acid  ...  313. 
White  soft  paraffin  jvj. 

Levigate  the  powders  to- 
gether, and  make  into  a  paste 
with  the  vaseline. 

Pasta  Zinci  et  Geiat. 


Unna's  Paste.  ' 
Gelatin 

Distilled  w-ater 
Zinc  oxide 
Glycerin 


P.F.,"  viii: 
...  jiij- 
•  ■•  3"j 
...  Siij- 
...  Svij. 
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Soften'  with  the  water  and  dis- 
solve the  gelatin  with  the  gly- 
cerin, on  a  water-bath,  stir  in 
the  zinc  oxide,  and  pour  'into  a 
flat  dish  to  solidify. 

Pil.  Digitalis  Co. 
Guy's  Pills. 
From  the  "St.  Thomas's  Bos- 
■■pital  Pharmacopoeia." 
Pulv.  digitalis, 
Pulv.  scillae, 
Pil.   hydrarg.    aa.  gr.  j. 
'Syr.  ghieos.         ...  ut  fiat  pilula 
Pil.  Hydrarg.  c.  Creta  et  Opii. 
.   1 :      Hutchinson's  Pills. 
From  the  "  Extra  Pharmacopoeia.''': 
Hyd.  c.  creta    ...  gr.  j. 
Pulv.  ipecac,  co....  gr.  j. 
Sacch.  lactis, 

Syr.  glucos.        aa.  q.e.  ut  fiat 
i\  Pil-  8'1'- 

t  Pil.  Podoph.  Co. 

From  the  "  St.  Thomas's  Eos-  j 
pital  Pharmacopoeia." 
Res.  podoph.       ...  gr.  \ 
Hydrarg.  subchlor.  gr.  j. 
Ext.  bellad.  ale.  ...  gr.  \ 
Sacch.  lactis, 

Syr.  gluco6.       aa.  q.s.  ut  fiat 
.     ■     pil.  gr.  ij. 
!      Pulv.  Lobelia  Co. 
!f  P.P.,"  viii.,  753,  with  ol.  anisi., 
Pulv.  lobelias, 
Pulv.  stram.  fol., 
Pulv.  these  nig., 
Pulv.   potass,   nit.  aa.  jjij. 
01.  anisi   mviij. 


Sol.  Adrenin.  Hydrochlor. 
A  1-per-mille  solution  of  adrenin. 
Syr.  Ferri  Phosph.  Co. 

From    the    "British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  Formulary.' 
"  P.F."  viii.,  786. 
Iron     wire,  free 

from  oxide      ...  gr.  xxxviiss. 
Fhosphoric  acid, 
sp.  gr.  1.500      ...  31. 
Distilled  water   ...  3V. 

Put  these  into  a  glass  flask, 
so  that  the  liquid  completely 
covers  the  iron  wire,  plug  the 
neck  with  cotton -wool,  and  heat 
gently  till  dissolved.  Add  this 
solution  to  the  following  when 
the  latter  has  cooled  : 

Preoipitated  chalk  ijlj; 
Phosphoric  acid, 

sp.    gr.    1.75    ...  3iv. 
Distilled  water  ...  313 . 

Mix  and  add 
Bicarbonate  of 

potassium         ...  gr.  ix. 
Fnosphate  of 

(sodium   gr.  ix. 

Filter  and  set  aside.  Then 
take  of 

Cochineal   35s. 

Orange     -  flower 

water   31. 

Distilled  water    ...  jvts. 
Boil  for  fifteen  minutes  and 
i  filter,   pouring  over  the  filter 
enough  distilled  water  to  pro- 
duce 7  oz.  of  filtrate.    To  this 
I  add 

Refined  sugar     ...  jxiv. 
Heat  till  dissolved,  and  strain. 
!  When  cold,  add  the  filtrate  set 
'  aside,    and   distilled    water  to 

make  20  oz. 

Syr.  HrpopHosPH.  Co. 
From   the    "  British  Pharma- 
!  ccutical  Conference  Formulary." 
"  P.P. ,"  viii.,  781. 
Strychnine          ...  gr.  j. 
Hypophosphorous 
I     acid  (50-per- 
cent.)  3ij. 

Dissolve,  and  add 

Quinine   hypophos.  3j. 

Calcium  hypopho6.  3iv. 

Manganese  hypo- 
phos 3ij. 

Potassium  hypo- 
phos 3ij. 

Dissolve,  filter,  and  add 

Strong  solution  of 
hypophoephite  of 
iron   3j. 

Sugar   3xiv. 

Diiesolve,  and  add 

Chloroform  mxx. 
in  S.T.R.         ...  mxL 

Distilled  water  to  jxx. 
Mix. 

Tab.  Calomel. 
One  grain  of  calomel  in  enc.h. 
Tab.  Hyd.  c.  Cukta. 
Three  grains  of  grey  powder  in 
each. 


i.\  Tab.  Phenacetin. 

[Five  grains  of  phenacctin  in  each. 

Tab.  Phenacetin.  Co. 
Four  grains  of  phenacetin  and 
j  1  grain  of  caffeine  in  each. 

Reprints  of  the  foregoing  (with  some  additions  of  an 
explanatory  nature)  will  be  supplied  at  6d.  per  dozen,  or 
2s.  6d.  per  hundred,  post  free.  They  will  be  suitable  for 
distribution  to  medical  men  who  may  desire  to  know  what 
the  B.P.C.  preparations  are. 


Mysore  Sandalwood  Auctions. — In  further  reference  to 
the  paragraph  in  our  issue  of  January  4,  index  folio  27, 
the  quantity  advertised  for  sale — 2,348  tons — refers  to  the 
year  1911,  and  not  1912  as  stated.  We  are  informed  that 
the  quantity  sold  at  the  1912  auctions  was  practically  2,600 
tons,  about  20  tons  only  remaining  unsold.  The  prices 
paid  on  an  average  were  90  per  cent,  above  those  paid  at 
the  1911  auctions. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

A  burglar  broke  into  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  E.  G- 
Carrington,  chemist  and  druggist,  Matlock  Street,  Bake- 
well,  on  January  8,  and  abstracted  11.  6  s.  from  the  till, 
but  left  the  stock  alone. 

At  Gloucester  a  plague  of  ants  has  seriously  inter- 
fered with  business  at  several  of  the  city  establishments. 
The  bank  authorities  and  the  City  Council  have  decided 
to  help  one  another  in  getting  rid  of  the  pests.  Is  not 
this  a  chance  for  the  chemists '! 

Mr.  Alfred  Bird,  M.P.  for  West  Wolverhampton,  has 
accidentally  secured  at  Christie's  an  original  edition  of 
Hogarth's  works,  in  which  was  a  document  relating  to 
the  Midland  iron  trade  in  1826.  He  has  presented  the 
document  to  the  Wolverhampton  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
for  display  in  their  board  room. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Blackburn  Tradesmen's 
Association,  on  January  13,  Mr.  C.  A.  Critchley,  Ph.C.. 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee,  and 
Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  Ph.C,  J.P.,  was  re-elected  a  Vice- 
President.  It  was  announced  that  Mr.  Gifford  contem- 
plates early  retirement  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Council- 
Borings  made  during  the  past  three  years  at  Kelham, 
near  Newark,  have  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  a  thick 
band  of  sandstone  charged  with  crude  petroleum  below 
the  level  of  the  coal-measures.  The  oil  which  permeates 
the  sandstone  is  apparently  under  pressure.  Sir 
Boverton  Redwood,  to  whom  a  sample  of  the  oil  was 
submitted,  reports  that  it  is  a  true  normal  petroleum  of 
excellent  quality. 

The  Society  of  Apothecaries'  new  syllabus  for  1913 
contains  a  new  feature  in  that  the  age  limit  has  been  raised 
to  nineteen  before  certificate  can  be  granted.  Three 
certificates  are  also  required  in  future  from  candidates  : 
(1)  of  age;  (2)  in  general  education;  (3)  practical  phar- 
macy to  be  signed  by  a  registered  medical  practitioner 
or  an  assistant  of  the  Society  holding  a  public  appointment 
or  a  legally  qualified  chemist. 

The  wholesale  houses  in  the  North,  writes  a  correspon- 
dent, have  all  agreed,  as  from  January  1,  to  alter  the 
system  of  "give  and  take"  in  the  odd  halfpennies  on 
invoices  for  "patents."  They  have  agreed  to  always 
"take"  the  odd  copper  in  each  case.  This  is  to  stop 
the  ordering  of  1-12  doz.  and  1-6  doz.  so  frequently 
indulged  in  by  retailers.  Henceforward  a  "patent" 
listed  at  8?.  Id.  will  be  charged  9(7.  instead  of  8rf.  as 
hitherto. 

Sir  H.  Norman  and  the  Public's  Need  of  Patents. 

At  a  meeting  at  Blackburn  on  January  9,  Sir  Henry 
Norman,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Patent- 
Medicines,  was  the  principal  speaker,  and  supporting  him 
were  Mr.  R.  L.  Gifford,  J.P.,  Ph.C,  and  Mr.  W. 
Woolley,  J.P.  Mr.  Woolley  humorously  suggested  in  the 
course  of  the  evening  that  as  Sir  Norman  was  coming  into 
such  close  contact  with  "cure-alls"  as  President  of  the 
Patent  Medicines  Committee,  he  might  serve  very  well  on 
one  of  the  Insurance  panels.  (Laughter.)  In  any  event,  he 
could  be  of  service  to  his  constituents  by  suggesting  a 
multitude  of  remedies.  Sir  Henry  replied  that  so  long  as 
there  was  illness  in  the  country  there  would  be  need  for 
the  patent-medicine  vendor.  He  had  certainly  been 
brought  into  very  close  contact  with  a  multitude  of  i-eally 
wonderful  cures.  (Laughter.) 

Tropical  Medicine. 

Sir  Ronald  Ross,  P.R.S.,  who  has  removed  from  Liver- 
pool to  practise  in  London,  delivered  a  lecture  at  the 
Royal  Colonial  Institute  on  Tuesday  eveniug  on  "  Medical 
Science  and  the  Tropics."  The  chair  was  taken  by  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  and  the  lecturer  recalled  the  fact  that 
ten  years  ago  he  delivered  a- lecture  to  the  Institute  in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  to  whom  was  due 
the  foundation  of  the  Schools  of  Tropical  Medicine.  Mr. 
Austen  Chamberlain,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  stated 
that  at  the  request  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  had 
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hoped  to  be  present  that  evening,  he  undertook  the  chair- 
manship of  a  committee  to  raise  funds  to  place  the  London 
School  on  a  secure  basis.  Of  100,000/.  which  had  been 
asked  for  they  had  got  50,000/.,  and  he  appealed  to 
ihem  as  an  institute,  and  in  view  of  their  work  and 
position,  to  do  something  to  help  in  the  task. 

New  P.A.T.A.  Officers. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Proprietary  Articles 
Trade  Association  held  in  London  on  January  8,  the  follow- 
ing new  officers 
were  appointed  :  Pre- 
sident :  Mr.  S.  Nor- 
man Pickard,  phar- 
macist, 0  s  s  e  1 1 , 
Yorks ;  Vice-Presi- 
dents :  Messrs.  J. 
Grossmith,  Son  & 
.  Co.'s  representative, 
|  Messrs.  Sangers'  re- 
1  presentative,  and 
I  Dr.  A.  J.  Barnes,  of 
I  Dublin.  Mr.  G.  R. 
I  Barclay  was  reap- 
pointed Honorary 
Treasurer.  Mr. 
Pickard,  the  new 
President,  has  been 
an  active  worker  for 
the  Association  since 
its  formation ;  in- 
deed, few  members 
have  been  of  more 
assistance  in  the 
administrative  part 
af  the  business.  A  stalwart,  big-hearted  Yorkshireman, 
Mr.  Pickard  takes  a  keen  interest  in  all  pharmaceutical 
affairs,  and  has  hosts  of  friends  who  will  be  delighted  to 
hear  of  the  honour  conferred  upon  him.  The  election  of 
Dr.  Barnes,  Ph.C.,  Dublin,  as  a  Vice-President  should 
give  gratification  in  Ireland,  where  the  P.A.T.A.  needs 
strengthening. 

Window-display  Sequel. 

We  referred  in  our  issue  of  Novemoer  30,  1912  (index 
folio  804),  to  the  inauguration  by  the  National  Cash 
Register  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  a  window-dressing  competition  for 
the  shopkeepers  of  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London,  W. 
This  had  its  sequel  on  January  14,  when  a  dinner  was 
held  at  the  Restaurant  Frascati,  Oxford  Street,  W.,  at 
which  reports  were  made  as  to  the  success  of  the  scheme 
and  the  prizes  were  distributed  to  the  successful  traders. 
Mr.  H.  C.  Banwell,  manager  of  the  National  Cash  Register 
Co.,  Ltd.,  was  in  the  chair,  and  there  were  about  lot) 
people  present.  After  dinner  Mr.  Banwell  explained  the 
origin  of  the  project,  the  way  the  judging  took  place, 
and  thanked  all  those  who  helped  at  the  various  ftages. 
Mr.  Thomas  Russell  gave  an  address  on  "  Neighbour- 
hood Advertising,"  and  praised  the  efforts  that  had  been 
made  to  break  away  from  convention.  The  prizes  were 
then  distributed  and  lantern-pictures  of  the  successful 
•shops  projected  on  the  screen.  The  contest  committee 
then,  on  behalf  of  the  traders,  presented  Mr.  Banwell 
with  a  gold)  so>vereign-purse  and  framed  illuminated 
address,  which  Mr.  Banwell  acknowledged.  It  was  sub  - 
■  sequently  decided  to  form  an  Association  of  district 
tradesmen. 

Birmingham  Notes. 

Measles  continues  to  be  prevalent,  causing  forty  deaths 
fast  week,  but  fcarlet  fever  is  steadily  declining. 

The  first  lecture  at  the  optical  classes  was  entitled 
"Our  eyes  and  how  we  see  through  them."  A  local  wag 
suggested  that  the  next  should  be  "  Our  pupils  and  how 
they  see  through  us." 

Local  pharmacists  under  nom  de  plume,  signatures  are 
ventilating  their  grievances  through  the  public  Press. 
Each  day  there  appear  two  or  more  letters  stating  the  cases 
clearly  and  briefly.    But  do  the  public  care  ? 

Mr.  M.  0.  Suffield,  chemist  and  druggist,  95  Station 
Road,  King's  Heath,  was  a  passenger  in  the  Midland  Rail- 
way express  which  dashed  into  a  local  train  for  Walsall  at 


Bromford  Station  on  January  13.  He  has  contributed  a 
graphic  version  of  the  accident  to  the  local  "Mail"  for 
January  14.  Mr.  Suffield  at  various  times  had  charge  of 
several  businesses  in  Birmingham,  but  has  forsaken  phar- 
macy for  photography,  his  speciality  being  miniature 
portrait  photographs. 

Messrs.  Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  are  having  a 
phenomenal  success  with  their  Vitafer  all  over  the  King- 
dom, and  if  the  first  man  who  said  "A  prophet  is  not 
without  honour  save  in  his  own  country  "  had  been  in 
Birmingham  lately  he  might  have  amended  the  saying. 
Pharmacists  of  Birmingham  have  bought  from  the  com- 
pany no  fewer  than  105  window-shows  of  Vitafer,  costing 
5/.  each,  a  unique  distinction  among  tonic  foods,  and  credit 
for  it  is  largely  due  to  the  company's  popular  representa- 
tive. We  are  informed  that  in  some  other  towns  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  sixty  to  seventy  5/. 
window-shows  have  been  sold,  and  the  publicity  thus 
obtained  is  regarded  as  exceptional  and  profitable  to  all 
concerned. 

The  Birmingham  Watch  Committee  have  issued  regula- 
tions, drawn  up  by  the  City  Surveyor,  for  the  handling 
and  working  of  celluloid.  Fire-resisting  detached  build- 
ings are  required  for  storage,  and  these  have  to  be  duly 
labelled.  Naked  lights  are  to  be  replaced  by  electric 
torches;  adequate  exit  doors  have  to  be  provided  at  each 
end  of.  the  workrooms.  Material  to  be  kept  in  labelled 
metal  receptacles.  The  shavings,  scrapings,  and  dust  after 
collection  must  be  kept  in  similar  manner.  Cutting  tools  to 
be  kept  sharp  and  kept  cool  by  running  water ;  naked 
lights  where  obligatory  to  be  3  feet  distant,  especially 
when  articles  are  exposed  for  sale  by  retail.  All  workers 
to  be  instructed  in  the  dangers  of  the  substances.  Water 
must  be  kept  handy  in  buckets. 

Masonic. 

Mr.  J.  Cooper,  Ph.C,  4  Boulevard,  Weston-super-Mare, 
has  been  appointed  chaplain  of  the  St.  Kew  Lodge  of 
Freemasons. 

Mr.  W.  M.  Woodhouse,  chemist  and  druggist,  45  Bull 
Ring,  Ludlow,  has  been  appointed  organist  of  the  local 
Masonic  Lodge  of  The  Marches. 

Mr.  Roland  Prince,  Ph.C,  Belgrave  Road  and  Stafford 
Street,  Longton,  Staffs,  has  been  appointed  senior  deacon 
of  the  Etruscan  Lodge  of  Freemasons. 

Analysts'  Afairs. 

In  St.  Pancras  last  quarter  all  the  drug  samples  (fifteen) 
were  certified  as  genuine. 

Of  the  samples  (nine  in  all)  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre, 
pepper,  compound  liquorice-powder,  and  camphorated  oil 
examined  in  Sheffield  during  December,  none  were  adul- 
terated. 

The  Hull  analyst  (Mr.  A.  R.  Tankard)  examined  fifty 
samples  of  food  and  drugs:  during  the  four  weeks  ending 
November  23.  These  included  two  of  glycerin  and  one 
of  grey  powder,  which  were  returned  as  genuine. 

Contracts. 

Merthyr  Tydfil  Corporation.— Mr.  V.  A.  Wills,  chemist, 
Merthyr  Tydfil,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants. 

West  Mailing  (Kent)  Rural  District  Council.— Mr. 
H.  C.  H.  Oliver,  chemist,  West  Mailing,  for  disinfectants. 

Metropolitan  Asylums  Board. — Victoria  Rubber  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  a  supply  of  waterproof  sheeting.  The  value  of 
the  contract  is  under  100/. 

Stockport  Corporation.— J.  C.  Arnfield  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  for 
the  supply  of  drugs  required  at  the  Isolation  Hospitals 
during  the  ensuing  twelve  months. 

Leighton  Buzzard  Guardians.— Mr.  H.  E.  Herington, 
pharmacist,  Leighton  Buzzard,  has  been  appointed  chemist 
to  the  workhouse  for  the  ensuing  three  months. 

Bradford  Corporation.— United  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
supply  to  the  Cold  Stores,  St.  James'  Market,  during  1913, 
of  20*  to  24  tons  of  chloride  of  calcium,  at  21.  17s.  Id. 
per  ton. 

Manchester  Notes. 

A  Shudehill  firm  of  chemists  are  advertising  in  the 
local  Press  for  a  smart,  well-educated  youth  as. apprentice. 
Such  pupils  are  rather  scarce  at  the  present  time. 
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The  advent  of  frost  and  fog  has  considerably  increased 
the  meagre  takings  of  a  great  many  chemists  who  have 
been  experiencing  lean  times  of  late.  A  mild  form  of 
influenza  is  prevalent  in  Manchester.  It  is  characterised 
by  severe  headache  and  catarrh  of  the  hose  and  throat. 
Quinine-preparations  are  in  great  demand  and  also  vari- 
ous inhalents  of  the  pine  and  eucalyptus  variety. 

The  programme  of  the  Stat©  visit  of  the  King  and 
Queen  to  Manchester  on  Monday,  July  14,  was  provision- 
ally drawn  up  on  January  13,  1913.  The  chief  burden  of 
entertaining  falls  upon  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Manchester, 
Mr.  S.  W.  Royse,  manufacturing  chemist.  It  is  officially 
announced  that  the  King  and  Queen  will  include  Salford 
in  the  visit,  and  that  their  stay  will  be  of  at  least  five 
hours.    There  will  be  a  general  holiday  on  that  date. 

From  Various  CourtB. 

At  Wandsworth  Police  Court  on  January  6,  Richard 
Banks  (28),  describing  himself  as  a  pig-merchant,  of  Toot- 
ing, was  remanded  on  a  charge  of  obtaining  two  bottles  of 
medicine  and  18s.  3d.  in  cash  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Munro, 
chemist,  141  Mitcham  Road,  Tooting.  There  was  a  second 
charge  relating  to  an  attempt  to  practise  a  similar  fraud 
on  Mr.  E.  Watson,  pharmacist,  100  Mitcham  Road, 
London,  S.W. 

An  inquiry  was  held  at  the  Westminster  Coroner's  Court 
•on  January  9  into  the  death  of  Paul  Cleveland  Nash  (35), 
American  Consul-General  at  Buda-Pesth,  who  was  found 
dead  in  bed  at  Claridge's  Hotel,  London,  W.  Dr.  Reginald 
AVilliam.  Ironside  spoke  of  finding  a  tumbler  (produced), 
a  spoon,  and  a  bottle  labelled  "  Chloral  hydrate."  Death 
was  due  to  failure  of  the  heart,  quite  possibly  accelerated 
"by  the  chloral  hydrate.  A  verdict  was  found  of  natural 
death  from  heart  failure. 

At  the  Hackney  Coroner's  Court  on  January  11,  Dr. 
R.  L.  Guthrie,  the  Deputy- Coroner,  inquired  into  the  death 
of  Rose  Ethel  Clark  (20),  clerk,  Dalston.  The  mother 
stated  that  the  deceased,  who  had  been  ailing  for  some 
time,  got  her  sister  to  obtain  a  Zox  powder  from  Mr. 
J.  A.  Thompson,  chemist,  84  Dalston  Lane,  London,  N.E. 
A  few  minutes  after  taking  the  powder  the  deceased,  who 
was  in  bed,  fell  into  a  deep  sleep  and  snored  so 
heavily  that  a  doctor  was  sent  for  an  hour  after.  Dr. 
.Barlow  attended  to  her,  but  she  died  two  hours  later. 
The  Deputy- Coroner  remarked  that  the  label  stated  that 
(the  powder  was  an  instantaneous  cure  for  headache, 
toothache,  and  neuralgic  pains.  Dr.  Barlow,  in  his  evi- 
dence, said  Miss  Clark  had  been  treated  at  the  German 
Hospital  for  anaemia  and  kidney  disease.  A  post-mortem 
examination  showed  that  death  was  due  to  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  or  apoplexy  due  to  the  hardening  of  the  blood- 
vessels owing  to  the  kidney  disease.  The  Deputy-Coroner  : 
"  Do  you  think  the  Zox  powder  had  anything  to  do  with 
.the  death?  "  Witness  :  "  No,  I  do  not."  The  Deputy- 
Coroner  :  "What  do  they  contain — antipyrin?"  Wit- 
mess  :  "  Yes,  I  should  think  so."  The  Deputy-Coroner  said 
the  doctor's  evidence  had  cleared  the  matter  up,  as  it  was 
certainly  thought  at  first  that  the  Zox  powder  had  to  do 
with  the  death.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "  Death 
irom  natural  causes." 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Pharmaceutical  Licence  Examination^- — The  following 
is  the  result  of  the  recent  examinations  :  William  James 
Balmer,  Belfast,  passed  with  honours.  The  following  also 
passed  :  (William  Fee,  Belfast  :  Matthew  James  Parkes. 
Belfast)  ;  Harry  Grainger,  Callan,  co.  Kilkenny ;  James 
'Edward  Savage,  Lisburn ;  Isaac  Jacob  Eppel,  Dublin; 
Frederick  William  Keppel,  Carlow.  Eleven  candidates 
were  rejected. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistant  Examination. — The  follow- 
ing have  passed  :  Herbert  Pengwern  Rees,  Dublin  ;  John 
Arthur  Fretton,  New  Ross ;  James  Meban,  Ballymena. 
Five  candidates  were  rejected. 


Registered  Druggist  Examination. — The  following 
passed  :  Patrick  Brennan,  Ballybay  ;  Henry  Lowry  Craig. 
Belfast ;  Michael  Christopher  Moroney,  Limerick.  Four 
candidates  were  rejected. 

Brevities. 

Mr.  Henry  Boyers,  Ph.C,  Sligo,  has  opened  a  branch 
chemist's  shop  in  Market  Square,  Tobercurry. 

Mr.  Wm.  Hill  Howe,  Ph.C.  who  was  nominated  for 
election  to  the  Carrickfergus  Urban  District  CounciL 
has  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Robert  P.  Parker,  druggist,  late  of  Messrs.  E. 
Poole  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  has  opened  a  chemist's  shop  at 
30a  Michael  Street,  Waterford. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gibson,  J. P.,  druggist,  Belfast,  presided 
last  week  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Dunmurry  Work- 
ing Men's  Club,  of  which  he' is  President. 

Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  medicine  contractors,  Dublin, 
wrote  to  the  Ballymahon  Board  of  Guardians  claiming 
10/.  odd  for  empties  not  returned  from  the  dispensaries. 

Patrick  Forleve  has  been  sent  for  trial  in  Dublin  on 
the  charge  of  uttering  to  Mr.  Thomas  Kirk,  manager 
of  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Dublin,  counterfeit  silver 
coins. 

Mr.  S.  Carson,  who  carried  on  a  druggist's  establish- 
ment at  41  Albertbridge  Road,  Belfast,  until  recently, 
and  then  devoted  himself  to  dentistry,  has  removed  to 
Victoria  Terrace,  Castlereagh  Street. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Ulster  Horticultural 
Society  in  Belfast  last  week,  Mr.  Robert  Jamison,  Assist- 
ant-Secretary of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society 
of  Ireland,  was  elected  a  member  of  the,  committee. 
Reference  was  also  made  to  the  death  of  Mr.  John  M T. 
Ritchie,  chemist  and  druggist,  Comber,  who  was  for 
many  years  member  of  the  committee. 

Doctors  and  Benefit  Societies. 

The  dispute  between  the  medical  profession  and  the 
benefit  societies  in  Londonderry  grows  in  intensity. 
The  doctors  h&ve  resigned  all  their  contract  appointments 
and  formed  a  "public"  medical  service  for  patients 
whose  average  income  does  not  exceed  21.  weekly,  and 
have  issued  a  scale  of  fees  including  medicines  at  higher 
rates  than  have  hitherto  been  paid.  A  largely  attended 
meeting,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Federation  of  Friendly 
Societies,  has  been  held  protesting  against  the  action  of  the 
doctors,  and  pledging  the  members  not  to  be  coerced 
into  paying  the  new  scale  of  charges  or  joining  the 
"public"  medical  service.  The  societies  have  com- 
pleted temporary  arrangements  for  supplying  medical 
attendance  to  their  members,  and  the  threat  has  been  made 
to  bring  in  outside  doctors. 

Chemists  and  Medical  Benefit. 

A  meeting  of  Dublin  chemists  was  held  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street  on  January  13  (Dr.  J.  C.  McWalter  in  the 
chair)  to  consider  the  position  under  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act,  in  view  of  the  probable  extension  of  the  medical 
benefit  to  Ireland.  The  following,  with  power  to  add  to 
their  number,  were  appointed  as  a  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee to  be  ready  to  discuss  matters  with  the  Insurance 
Commissioners  :  Dr.  J.  A.  Mitchell  (Hamilton,  Long 
&  Co.,  Ltd.),  Mr.  D.  M.  Watson  (Vice-President  Pharma- 
ceutical Society),  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  and  Mr.  H. 
Conynghani  (Hayes,  Conyngham  &  Robinson,  Ltd.),  Mr. 
E.  Fannin  (Fannin  &  Co.,  Ltd.),  Mr.  J.  Bowden  (Brooks 
&  Co.),  Mr.  A.  Farrington,  Mr.  J.  S.  Corcoran,  Mr.  A. 
Cahill,  Mr.  A.  0.  Wells  (Wells  &  Son),  Mr.  V.  E.  Hanna, 
and  Dr.  A.  J.  Barnes  (Hon.  Secretary).  A  discussion  also 
took  place  with  regard  to  the  new  approved  societies  at 
present  springing  up  in  Dublin  and  the  rates  to  be  charged 
to  these  societies  for  dispensing  pending  the  application 
of  medical  benefit  to  Ireland,  when  the  whole  subject 
would  have  to  be  reconsidered. 


Chemical  Episodes. — Miss  A.  M.  Hughes,  B.Sc.,  Science 
mistress  at  the  Girls'  Secondary  School,  Clapham,  London, 
S.W.,  has  inaugurated  a  method  of  teaching  chemistry  by 
means  of  acting  various  episodes  in  chemical  history,  rang- 
ing from  the  alchemists'  attempts  to  transmute  gold  to 
Madame  Curie's  discovery  of  radium. 
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SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 

Brevities. 

Mr.  Currie,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  over  the 
business  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  White,  V.S.  and  chemist  and 
druggist,  Auchtermuchty,  Fife. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  B.Sc,  F.I.C.,  Aberdeen,  public 
analyst  for  Aberdeenshire,  has  been  appointed  consulting 
chemist  to  the  Highland  and  Agricultural  Society  in 
succession  to  Professor  Hendrick. 

Edinburgh. 

Payment  of  a  further  dividend  to  the  creditors  of 
Macnaught  Bros.,  chemists,  etc.,  Greenock,  has  been 
postponed. 

Local  humorists  have  been  devotedly  attentive  of  late 
to  the  respective  causes  of  pharmacy  and  medicine. 
"  Poor  doctors,"  laments  one  wit,  "  condemned  to  '  panel 
servitude  !  '  " 

"  Edinburgh  Pharmacy "  team  was  down  to  play 
"  Edinburgh  Police  "  on  Wednesday,  January  8,  but 
the  match  was  off,  as  the  police  team  failed  to  put  in  an 
appearance. 

The  result  of  the  first  billiard  handicap  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  was  as  follows  :  (1)  Mr. 
John  Drummond  (Messrs.  Gibson  &  Co.).  (2)  Mr.  T.  P. 
O'Malley  (Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.). 

Business  has  been  very  quiet  since  the  year  came  in, 
notwithstanding  the  severe  spell  of  wintry  weather;  but 
there  have  been  numerous  callers  this  week  at  most 
of  the  smaller  pharmacies  regarding  the  composition  of  the 
panels,  how  to  fill  up  this  and  that  form,  etc. 

Some  pharmacists  are  by  no  means  downhearted  at 
being  called  upon  to  live  during  these  days  of  change  and 
uncertainty.  An  advertisement  from  a  local  print  may 
be  quoted  as  evidence  thereanent  : 

"  Matrimony. — Chemist  (25)  wishes  to  meet  Refined, 
Educated  Girl.    Genuine  Replies  only." 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 

Messrs.  Cockburn  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  are  making  a 
lead  with  their  "  Little  Victor  Inhaler  "  in  their  windows, 
testimonials  being  exhibited  as  an  "illustrated  series" 
with  portraits  of  ' '  stars  ' '  in  the  musical  world  who  have 
used  it. 

Dr.  J.  King  Patrick,  M.B.,  B.Sc.  (Glas.)  (late  of  Par- 
tick  and  Scotstoun,  and  now  senior  medical  officer  of  the 
Leicester  Tuberculosis  Dispensary),  has  been  appointed 
tuberculosis  medical  officer  for  Hampstead. 

In  the  east  end  of  Glasgow,  on  January  9,  some  boys 
found  several  tins  of  ground  caustic  soda  on  a  rubbish 
heap  at  the  back  of  an  unoccupied  shop.  They  proceeded 
to  bedaub  their  hands  and  faces  with  the  alkali  and  ako 
those  of  a  number  of  boys  and  girls,  which  procedure 
made  them  resemble  Eed  Indians.  As  a  result  twenty-one 
children  were  treated  for  burns  at  the  Royal  Infirmary. 
Only  one  of  the  victims  was  detained. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
"The  Chemist  and   Druggist"  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 

Natal. 

•  Wattle-bark  Industry. — H.M.  Trade  Commissioner 
for  South  Africa  states  in  the  "  Board  of  Trade  Journal  " 
that  the  condition  of  the  wattle-bark  industry  is  causing 
considerable  concern  owing  to  the  continued  fall  in  price. 
It  is  strongly  urged  by  authorities,  both  in  Germany  and 
South  Africa,  that  the  only  hope  for  the  industry  is  the 
establishment  in  Natal  .  of  extracting  works  and  the 
export  of  the  product  in  the  form  of  extract  rather 
than  in  bark  form.  A  large  amount  of  capital  is  invested 
in  this  industry,  and  there  is  every  possibility  of  eteps 
•shortly  being  taken  to  put  it  on  a  more  satisfactory  footing. 


Transvaal. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Adcock,  Krugersdorp,  leaves  the  Rand  shortly 
on  a  visit  to  the  Old  Country. — Mr.  Ernest  Solomon,  who 
recently  passed  his  Minor  examination  in  Edinburgh,  has- 
returned  to  the  Rand. 

Athletic  Cltjb  Smoker. — Under  the  auspices  of  the- 
Transvaal  Chemists'  Athletic  Club  a  highly  successful, 
smoking-concert  was  held  at  the  Johannesburg  Club  oil- 
December  18.  Mr.  Wheildon  (Vice-President)  presided, 
over  an  attendance  of  about  eighty.  A  magnificent  pro- 
gramme was  submitted,  and  the  talent  shown  by  the- 
artists,  both  professional  and  amateur,  was  of  a  high-class- 
character,  this  reflecting  great  praise  on  the  committee. 
Mr.  Campbell  was  the  accompanist,  and  Messrs.  Hether- 
ington,  Williams,  Everard,  and  Gordon  gave  of  their  best. 
During  the  evening  121.  was  collected  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Hull 
for  the  Poor  Children's  Christmas  Fund. 

P.A.T.A. — The  'Transvaal  chemists  held  a  meeting  on. 
December  20  at  the  Grand  National  Hotel,  Johannesburg,, 
to  hear  the  report  of  the  Provisional  Committee  and. 
discuss  the  advisability  of  forming  a  branch  P.A.T.A. 
affiliated  with  Cape  Town.  Mr.  R.  Q.  Leeds  (Lennon,. 
Ltd.)  presided  over  an  attendance  of  about  forty,  among, 
those  present  being  Messrs.  R.  A.  King  (Hon.  Secretary 
Provisional  Committee),  Railing  (President  Ph.  Soc.), 
Karnovsky  (Sive  Bros.  &  Karnovsky),  J.  Main  (Petersen,. 
Ltd.),  Lipshitz  (Transvaal  Drug  Co.),  Wheildon  (Lennon,. 
Ltd.),  Colebank  (Maraisburg),  B.  Owen  Jones  (Boksburg),. 
Tibbitt  (President  Pretoria  Branch  Ph.  Soc),  C.  Ken- 
(Jolly  &  Co.),  Cross  (Loewenstein,  Adams  &  Co.),  Rosen- 
thall  (Odol),  Nichol  (Evans  Lescher),  Adcock  (Krugers- 
dorp), Ingram,  Roux,  Wernikoff,  Harmel,  Young,  Sander- 
son, J.  P.  Jones,  and  Murdoch.  Apologies  for  absence- 
were  received  from  Messrs.  Johnston  (Johnston  &  Co.)  and. 
E.  Bannantyne  (Pietersburg).  The  Chairman,  in  opening, 
the  meeting,  had  the  correspondence  read,  and  outlined  as. 
far  as  possible  what  the  committee  had  done;  he  ako> 
stated  that  the  Transvaal  Branch — in  fact,  all  branches 
throughout  the  Union — would  have  to  fix  their  own  prices., 
since  prices  in  the  Transvaal  and  various  other  parts  of 
the  Union  would  necessarily  be  higher  than  at  the  coast. 
The  Provisional  Committee  had  proposed,  as  a  working 
basis,  that  profits  on  protected  articles  in  the  Transvaal 
should  yield  an  average  of  20  per  cent,  to  the  wholesaler 
and  30  per  cent,  to  the  retailer  on  returns.  It  had  been, 
decided  by  the  Association  at  Cape  Town  to  make  a  small 
levy  on  all  who  joined,  to  be  followed  by  a  yearly  sub- 
scription of  10s.  6cl.  for  retailers  (5s.  each  additional  branch.! 
shop)  and  51.  5.s.  for  wholesalers  and  manufacturers.  In 
the  subsequent- discussion  Mr.  Railing  read  correspondence- 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Idris  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  re 
British  P.A.T.A.  Mr.  Adcock  remarked  that  the  Pro- 
visional Committee  were  deserving  of  great  praise  for  the- 
spade-work  they  had  done,  and  thought  that  the  time  was- 
now  Tipe  for  concerted  action,  and  hoped  that  the  Associa- 
tion would  be  started  at  once.  Mr.  Bowen  Jones  endorsed 
these  remarks.  Mr.  Tibbitt  stated  that  the  Pretoria 
chemists  were  solid  in  their  opinion  that  a  P.A.T.A.  De- 
formed, and  the  Association  could  rest  assured  of  their 
hearty  support.  Mr.  Nichol  informed  the  meeting  that, 
the  wholesalers  at  home  would  only  be  too  pleased  to  give- 
the  movement  every  support,  especially  the  legitimate- 
drug-houses  oversea.  After  a  lengthy  discussion,  it  was- 
proposed  by-  Mr.  Easterbrook,  seconded  by  Mr.  Adcock,. 
and  unanimously  agreed  to,  that  a  branch  be  formed  to- 
work  in  sympathy  with  Cape  Town.  On  the  propositi  on; 
of  Mr.  Keir,  the  Provisional  Committee  were  appointed' 
to  the  committee  of  the  P.A.T.A.  representing  the  Trans- 
vaal Branch.  Now  that  a  start  has  been  effected,  it  will, 
be  necessary  only  to  obtain  the  signatures  of  wholesaler? 
and  manufacturers  at  home,  and  all  retailers,  chemists  and: 
otherwise,  will  have  to  fall  in  with  the  scheme  or  cease 
to  sell  such  goods,  and  eventually  proprietary  medicines; 
may  once  again  be  worth  stocking. 


Cape  Province  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

A  General  Meeting  was  held  on  December  19  at  the  Society 'i- 
Rooms,  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  Froembling),  in  th© 
absence  of  Mr.  J.  Austin  Thomas,  being  in  the  chair.  The 
principal  event  of  the  evening  was  the  annual  report  oi 
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fihe  Pharmacy  School  which  is  run  under  the  auspices  of 
.the  Society.  Forty-four  lectures  of  two  hours  each  were 
given  during  the  year  in  botany  and  materia  medica,  the. 
.average  attendance  being  five.  Thirty  official  excursions 
■took  place,  the  average  attendance  being  four.  Analytical 
chemistry  was  conducted  in  two  separate  classes,  one  for 
.seniors  and  one  for  juniors,  the  average  attendance  at  each 
being  four.  The  total  number  of  individual  students  who 
.availed  themselves  of  the  opportunities  offered  by  the  Society 
was  ten.  Of  five  candidates  who  entered  for  the  Qualifying 
■examination,  three  passed.  The  intention  to  give  prizes  to 
students  who  distinguished  themselves  on  this  occasion  in 
one  subject  or  the  other  had  to  be  abandoned,  as  the  rules 
.governing  the  examinations  do  not  allow  tho  publication  of 
the  detailed  number  of  marks  given  in  each  subject.  Of  the 
juniors,  Mr.  Bernstein  was  awarded  a  prize  for  progress  in 
botany.  Although  the  work  done  by  students  was  considered 
•to  be  satisfactory  on  the  average,  there  was  frequently  a 
lack  of  close  observation.  This  (the  report  states)  should 
be  taught  in  school,  and  principals  should  see  that  their 
^apprentices  develop  this  particular  sense.  The  Chairman 
"ivas  further  of  opinion  that  the  School  Higher  was, not  quite 
•sufficient  as  an  entrance  examination  into  the  craft.  Matri- 
culation was  what  should  be  aspired  to,  and  this  should  be 
insisted  upon  as  a  condition  before  being  apprenticed,  to 
prevent  later  disappointments.  The  four  years  allotted  to 
an  apprentice  were  fully  occupied  with  practical  work  and 
■study  to  ensure  being  successful  in  the  Final  Professional 
•Qualifying  examination,  and  should  not  be  curtailed  by 
-work  which  should  have  been  accomplished  at  school.  To 
assure  this,  legislation  should  be  passed  to  the  effect  that 
apprenticeship  should  only  date  from  the  time  of  passing 
the  entrance  examination.  Principals  should  refrain  from 
taking  apprentices  not  fulfilling  these  conditions.  The  meet- 
ing terminated  with  an  exhibit  of  Capo  medicinal  and 
poisonous  plants,  collected  principally  during  the  excursions 
of  the  school. 

Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 

The  monthly  meeting  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  ]Mr.  C 
Stuart  Jones  on  December  19.  There  were  present  Messrs. 
Dunkerton  (Chairman),  Firth,  Champion.  Anderson,  Cooper, 
•Jones,  Murray,  Gale,  Irving,  and  Goodbrand  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
confirmed.  The  Hon.  Secretary  read  letters  from  (1)  the 
Orange  Free  State  Pharmaceutical  Society,  inquiring 
■whether  the  Natal  Society  intends  taking  any  action  in 
connection  with  the  introduction  into  Parliament  of  an 
Excise  Bill ;  (2)  Mr.  Hannah,  of  Amersfoort,  with  regard 
to  reciprocity,  also  a  request  to  be  enrolled  as  a  member. 
The.  Hon.  Secretary  was  instructed  to  reply  (1)  that  this 
Society  recommends  the  adoption  of  the  sections  of  the 
]Natal  Excise  Act  relating  to  chemists,  also  Regulations 
Nos.  1  and  2  which  appeared  in  the  Union  "Gazette" 
-recently;  (2)  that  as  Mr.  Hannah's  name  received  no 
■seconder  his  request  could  not  be  entertained. 

Technical  Institute. — Mr.  Dunkerton  presented  the  report 
of  the  deputation  consisting  of  himself,  Mr.  Champion, 
and  Mr.  Morris  Stranack.  They  had  interviewed  the  Prin- 
■cipal  of  the  Technical  Institute  with  regard  to  the  bettering 
-of  the  position  of  chemists  apprentices  at  the  Institute.  The 
"first  suggestion  was  that  a  room  should  be  specially  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  pharmacy  students.  This,  however.  Mr. 
Narbeth  explained,  he  was  unable  to  do  owing  to  lack  of 
space.  In  the  near  future,  when  extensions  to  the  building 
were  completed,  ho  would  be  in  a  position  to  accede  to 
the  request.  On  the  question  of  lockers  for  the  students  to 
"keep  their  own  apparatus  in,  the  Principal  said  these  had 
already  been  supplied.  A  suggestion  that  a  curriculum  with 
a  course  of  study  extending  over  three  years  was  favourably 
■entertained  by  the  Principal.  A  full  discussion  of  the  various 
points  ensued,  when  the  following  suggestions  were 
approved :  A  third  year's  course,  consisting  of  advanced 
■•chemistry  (including  organic  chemistry),  materia  medica,  and 
pharmacy,  should  be  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Dunkerton.  The 
present  two  years'  course  to  be  improved  upon  so  as  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  syllabus  of  the  Pharmacy 
Board  examinations.  It  was  considered  desirable  that  no 
student  should  be  allowed  to  commence  the  pharmacy  classes 
until  he  has  passed  the  Preliminary  Pharmacy  examination 
■or  its  equivalent.  A  suggestion  that  pharmaceutical  Latin 
should  be  included  in  the  syllabus  was  negatived. 

New  Member. — Mr.  Forsyth,  of  Newcastle,  was  re-elected 
a  member  of  the  Societv. 

"  C.  <Ss  D.  Diary." — The  Hon.  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
pay  the  duty  in  the  event  of  the  Postmaster  reporting  the 
■necessity  for  this. 

Price-list. — It  was  agreed  that  the  Society  pay  the-balance 
•of  the  account,  amounting  to  about  8/.,  for  printing  the 
Durban  Chemists'  Retail  Price-list,  the  amount  to  be  re- 
funded in  due  course. 


LEGAL  REPORTS. 


Registration  under  the  Dentists  Act  At  Ilkeston 

on  January  9,  Thos.  Benjamin  Broad,  Lord  Haddon  Road, 
Ilkeston,  was  summoned  under  Section  3  of  the  Act.  His. 
legal  representative  explained  that,  his  name  had  dropped 
off  the  Register  in  1904,  but  had  now  been  restored,  and  tho 
prosecution  agreed  to  the  summons  being  withdrawn  on 
payment  of  the  court  fees  (13s.).    The  Bench  agreed. 

Use  of  a  Dry  Shampoo.— In  the  City  of  London  Court 
on  January  14,  the  hearing  was  resumed  of  the  action  Braun 
v.  Katto  (C.  d:  V.,  1912,  II.,  808).  The  plaintiff,  a  hair- 
dresser's assistant,  sued  his  employer  under  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  for  damages  for  injuries  due,  it  was 
alleged,  to  his  contracting  eczematous  ulceration  of  the  hands 
in  consequence  of  using  a  dry-shampoo  liquid  on  the  cus- 
tomers of  defendant.  Defendant  denied  that  the  plaintiff 
had  contracted  any  disease  through  using  the  dry  shampoo, 
or  on  his  premises  at  all.  Plaintiff  had  used  the  same 
liquid  for  years  without  developing  any  complaint.  Several 
doctors  now  gave  evidence,  and  the  further  hearing  was 
adjourned. 

A  Trade  Debt.— In  the  City  of  London  Court  last  week, 
before  Judge  Lumley  Smith,  K.C.,  F.  A.  Eschbaum,  Ltd., 
surgical-instrument  makers,  23  Cloth  Fair,  Aldersgate  Street, 
E.G.,  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  11.  lis.,  instalment  of 
11/.  10s.  for  surgical  appliances  supplied  to  Mr.  Sims,  Edg- 
waro  Road,  in  the  way  of  trade.  Defendant  said  that  the. 
plaintiffs  had  put  in  an  execution,  and  then  his  landlord  came 
down  and  cleared  him  out.  Now  he  had  to  do  his  best  to  get 
some  more  stock  to  carry  on  his  business.  The  goods  which 
the  plaintiffs  sold  to  him  were  useless. — Plaintiffs'  version 
was  that  tho  defendant  could  easily  pay  the  debt,  if  he  liked. 
— Defendant  added  that  he  owed  two  months'  rent. — Tho 
Court  ordered  payment  of  5s.  a  month  in  two  cases  against 
the  same  defendant. 

Soda  Carrlag-e  Dispute.— In  the  City  of  London  Court, 
before  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  on  January  14,  Kearley  & 
Tonge,  Ltd.,  claimed  21.  13s.  6d.  against  Mr.  T.  G.  Brad- 
field,  Heachams.  Norfolk,  as  the  balance  of  account  for 
goods  supplied  to  him  in  the  way  of  his  trade.  Mr.  B. 
Richardson,  plaintiffs'  solicitor,  said  they  had  brought  the 
claim  because  of  the  importance  to  them,  not  because  of 
the  money  involved.  The  claim  was  admitted,  but  defen- 
dant had  raised  a  set-off  of  3/.  4s.  bd.  for  carriage  and  the 
amount  of  empties  which  he  said  he  had  returned,  but 
which  the  plaintiffs  had  not  received.  Plaintiffs'  traveller 
having  given  evidence,  his  Honour  said  he  did  not  think 
the  defendant's  contentions  were  reasonable.  The  plaintiffs 
were  not  likely  to  pay  the  carriage  of  lis.  on  a  parcel  of 
soda  which  cost  only  22s.  bd.  He  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiffs  for  21.  8s.  5'/.  on  the  claim  and  dismissed  the 
counterclaim.  As  defendant  had  been  at  some  expense  in 
coming  from  Norfolk,  he  would  only  allow  the  plaintiffs' 
traveller's  travelling  expenses  and  not  the  other  witnesses'. 
They  would  be  allowed  the  Court  fees  and  such  payments. 

Paraffin  in  lemonade.— In  the  Glasgow  Sheriff  Court 
on  January  13,  Sheriff  Thomson  gave  judgment  in  an 
action  by  Mrs.  Moore,  widow,  against  Messrs.  A.  G. 
Barr  &  Co.,  Ltd..  aerated-water  manufacturers,  482 
Great  Eastern  Road,  for  250/.  in  respect  of  suffering 
and  injury  sustained  by  her  through  partaking  of 
a  quantity  of  lemonade  manufactured  and  bottled  by  de- 
fendants. The  plaintiff's  case  was  that  she  drank  a  wine- 
glassful  from  a  bottle  which  contained  a  certain  amount 
of  rjaraffin  mixed  with  lemonade,  and  that  she  suffered  from 
irritant  poisoning  caused  by  the  paraffin,  and  was  ill  for 
some  time  in  consequence.  Defendants  had  proved  that 
paraffin  is  not  a  poison  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  often 
given  as  a  medicine.  In  ordinary  doses,  from  a  teaspoonful 
to  a  tablespoonful,  it  does  not  act  as  an  irritant  poison. 
His  Lordship  reviewed  the  evidence  to  this  effect.  The 
quantity  of  oil  in  the  bottle  was-  estimated  by  plaintiff's 
expert  at  134  grains,  and  it  was  left  to  surmise  how  much 
might  have  got  into  the  small  tumbler  which  plaintiff 
poured  out  for  herself.  Defendants  had  proved  that  their 
system  of  washing  bottles  must  have  inevitably  disclosed 
the  presence  of  the  oil,  and  would  have  effectually  removed 
it  from  any  bottle.  Judgment  was  entered  for  the  defen- 
dants. 

Shops  Act.— At  Belfast  Police  Court  on  January  14, 
summonses  under  the  Shops  Act  were  brought  by  the  City 
Corporation  against  Dr.  John  Thompson  for  having  on 
December  3  failed  to  affix  the  prescribed  notice  with  refer- 
ence to  the  day  of  the  week  of  the  half-holiday  of  his  assis- 
tants  in  his  shop,   100  Peter's   Hill,   and   for  having  on 
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Wednesday,  December  4,  and  December  7  failed  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  order  for  the  closing  of  chemists'  shops 
for  the  sale  of  articles  other  than  medicines  and  medical  and 
surgical  appliances  not  later  than  1.30  p.m.  of  either  of 
said  dates.  Mr.  Spiller,  for  the  prosecution,  said  that 
Dr.  Thompson  was  registered  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist. 
He  was  a  doctor  in  practice  at  Cramlin  Road,  but  also 
had  a  shop  at  Peter's  Hill,  in  which,  in  addition  to  medicines 
and  surgical  appliances,  he  sold  articles  such  as  soaps, 
brushes  and  combs.  On  December  4  and  7  the  shop  was 
open  for  the  sales  to  ordinary  customers,  but  no  notice  was 
exhibited  as  required  by  the  Act.  One  customer  bought 
shaving-soap  on  the  one  day  and  another  a  comb, 
neither  being  a  patient  of  the  defendant,  and  never  having 
been  in  the  shop  before.  Some  discussion  ensued  regarding 
the  exhibition  of  the  notice,  and  Mr.  Spiller  said  defendant 
must  fix  one  or  other  of  the  days  mentioned  in  the  order 
for  the  half-holiday.  "  Whichever  day  he  fixes  he  is  entitled 
to  sell  nothing  except  medicines  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances  on  that  day.  We  want  him  to  comply  with  the 
Act  the  same  as  the  oth'er  chemists  do."  The  Chairman :  "It 
is  quite  clear  he  was  not  aware  of  his  position  under  the 
Act  of  Parliament."  Mr.  Graham  (for  the  defence) :  "  So 
far  from  not  -jiving  the  assistants  a  half-holiday,  they  only 
come  on  alternate  evenings.  They  get  more  holidays  than 
ordinary  assistants."  Xo  evidence  being  called,  the  Magis- 
trates fined  the  defendant  2s.  6d.  and  costs  on  the  first 
summons,  and  discharged  the  other  on  payment  cf  costs. 

Veronal-poisonin?.— In  the  High  Court  of  Justice, 
London,  on  January  14,  Justices  Ridley  and  Lush  granted 
an  application  under  Section  6  of  the  Coroners  Act,  1887. 
for  an  order  directed  to  the  Coroner  of  the  Lewes  district  of 
Sussex  to  show  cause  why  an  inquest  should  not  be  brought 
up  to  be  quashed,  and  why  a  fresh  inquest  should  not  be 
held  concerning  the  death  of  Hugh  Eric  Trevanion  (27),  who 
died  at  Hove  from  veronal-poisoning.  The  finding  of  the 
Coroner's  jury  was  that  death  was  due  to  misadventure. 
Mr.  R.  D.  Muir,  who  moved  on  behalf  of  the  Attorney- 
General,  said  he  made  the  application  on  the  affidavit  of 
the  Public  Prosecutor  (Sir  Charles  Matthews),  which  shortly 
set  out  the  Coroner's  depositions.  Deceased,  it  appeared, 
had  for  some  years  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  veronal  in 
cachets  containing  7  grains  each,  occasionally  taking  a 
second  dose  if  a  single  cachet  did  not  induce  sleep.  Accord- 
ing to  the  evidence  of  a  friend,  deceased  after  dinner 
suddenly  remarked  that  he  had  taken  an  overdose  of 
veronal.  A  doctor  was  called  in,  but  Trevanion  died  two 
days  afterwards.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Justice  Ridley's  question. 
"What  is  veronal?  "  Mr.  Muir  answered,  "It  is  a  drug 
extensively  used  in  producing  sleep."  Further  replies  were 
to  the  effect  that  the  poisonous  dose  is  something  like 
30  to  50^  grains,  and  that  the  drug  takes  effect  within  an 
hour.  Counsel  went  on  to  say  that  on  a  previous  occasion 
Trevanion  had  been  unconscious  as  a  result  of  an  overdose 
of  veronal.  He  had  bought  some  boxes  of  twelve  cachets  on 
August  17  from  a  chemist  named  Gibson  at  Brighton.  He 
obtained  another  box  from  the  same  chemist  on  Septem- 
ber 2,  and  being  in  London  he  had  bought  a  box  of  a 
dozen  from  a  chemist  named  Douthwaite.  Xot  one  of  the 
cachets  purchased  from  Mr.  Douthwaite  was  found  after  his 
death,  but  eight  out  of  the  twelve  cachets  bought  from  Mr. 
Gibson,  probably  on  September  2.  were  found  unused  after 
his  death.  After  the  inquest  deceased's  mother  brought 
certain  facts  before  the  Director  of  Public  Prosecutions, 
whose  application  to  the  Home  Office  for  exhumation  of  the 
body  was  granted.  A  post-mortem  examination  was  then 
conducted  by  Dr.  Spilsbury  and  Dr.  Willcox.  The  latter  in 
his  report  (which  was  not  read  in  public)  said  the  result  of 
chemical  analysis  suggested  that  at  least  150  grains  had 
been  taken  within  an  hour  of  deceased  becoming  uncon- 
scious. Dr.  Willcox  also  expressed  the  view  that  the  dose 
could  not  have  been  taken  accidentallv.  Counsel  explained 
that  only  parts  of  the  body  were  subjected  to  chemical 
analysis,  from  which  results  the  total  amount  of  the  poison 
was  calculated.  Mr.  Justice  Ridley:  "  It  appears  that  the 
poison  rapidly  disappears  by  evaporation,  and  bv  discover- 
ing only  8  grains  the  doctors  could  estimate  that"  150  grains 
had  been  taken.  He  must  have  taken  a  whole  box  full." 
Mr.  Muir  :  "  More  than  that,  as  over  twentv-one  cachets 
would  have  to  be  taken."  Mr.  Justice  Lush'  suggested  a 
possibility  of  mistake  in  making  up  the  cachets.  Mr.  Muir 
answered  it  was  possible,  but  it  would  be  a  remarkable 
error.  Counsel  stated  that  the  Coroner  had  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  the  facts  in  the  report  had  been  before  the 
jury  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure  would  not  have 
been  returned.  The  Coroner  assented  to  the  application, 
and  Mr.  Muir  asked,  if  the  rule  be  granted,  that  it  be 
made  absolute  at  once.  The  application  was  Granted,  and 
the  rule  was  made  absolute. 


Medicine  Stamp  Acts. 

ArrrerxG  the  Stamps. 
At  Bow  Street  Police  Court  on  January  10.  Henry  Lamp- 
lough,  Ltd.,  Holborn.  W.C.,  were  summoned,  before  Mr- 
Curtis  Bennett,  for  uttering,  vending,  and  exposing  for 
sale  two  bottles  containing  headache  and  neuralgia  mix- 
ture w-ithout  proper  covers,  wrappers,  and  labels  provided 
by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  for  denoting  the 
duty  charged,  being  pasted,  stuck,  fastened,  and  affixed 
thereto  in  such  a  manner  that  the  bottles  could  not  be 
opened  and  the  contents  poured  out  without  tearing  the 
stamp  so  as  to  prevent  its  being  used  again.  There  was 
a  similar  summons  in  respect  of  a  bottle  of  influenza  and 
cold  mixture.  Mr.  C.  Simpson  supported  the  summonses 
on  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise  p 
Mt.  C.  H.  Kir  by  (Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby)  appeared  for  the 
defendants. 

Mr.  Simpson,  in  opening  the  case,  said  that  on  Octo- 
ber 22  Mr.  Fitzsimmonds,  an  officer  of  Customs  and  Excise,, 
was  sent  to  113  Holborn,  the  registered  address  of  the 
company,  to  ask  for  a  bottle  of  headache  and  neuralgia  mix- 
ture.   The  assistant  who  served  him  asked  him  if  he  would 
have  a  dose  of  the  mixture  there  and  then,  but  being; 
anxious  to  see  how  the  stamp  was  affixed  to  the  bottle,  he 
declined.    When  he  got  the  bottle  he  found  it  was  pro- 
vided with  a  kind  of  extinguisher.    It  might,  perhaps,  be 
properly  described  as  a  pocket  turned  upside  down,  which 
came  right  over  the  bottle.    The  stamp  was  at  the  top. 
According  to  the  Act  the  stamp  should  be  affixed  in  such 
a  way  that  it  must  be  defaced  or  destroyed  before  the 
contents  of  the  bottle  could  be  poured  out,  but  in  this 
case  the  stamp  could  be  removed  without  being  torn.  The 
authorities  thought  it  desirable  to  see  exactly  how  the 
business  was  carried  on,  so  on  October  25  another  officer 
went  to  the  shop  and  purchased  a  bottle  of  mixture.  Mr. 
Blackman,  the  manager,  asked  him  if  he  would  have  a 
dose  then,  and  he  said  he  would.    Mr.  Blackman  then  took 
off  the  envelope,  threw  it  behind  him,  poured  some  of  the 
mixture  into  a  glass,  and  handed  the  bottle  to  the  officer 
without  any  stamp  on  it.    Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Baker, 
another  officer,  went  into  the  shop  and  asked  for  a  bottle 
of  mixture.    Precisely  the  same  thing  was  done  by  Mr. 
Blackman.  who  threw  the  extinguisher  on  one  side  and 
handed  the  officer  the  bottle  without  a  stamp.  Shortly 
afterwards  Mr.  Cope,  a  preventive  inspector,  went  in  and 
asked  for  a  bottle  of  the  same  mixture.    He  was  asked  if 
he  would  have  a  dose  in  the  shop,  and  he  agreed  to  take 
one.    On  that  occasion  Z\Ir.  Blackman  produced  an  un- 
stamped bottle,  which  he  handed  to  Mr.  Cope  after  pour- 
ing out  a  dose.    Mr.  Cope  went  to  the  shop  door,  but 
returned  and  asked  Mr.  Blackman  to  produce  the  stamps 
which  should  have  been  on  the  three  purchases.    He  did 
that  because  he  believed,  although  he  was  unable  to  prove 
it.  that  the  Revenue  was  being  defrauded  by  the  same 
stamp    being  used  for   different    bottles.    Several  men 
searched  for  the  stamped  wrappers,  but  only  one  could  be 
found,  and  that  was  uncrumpled.    If  there  were  three 
wrappers,  what  had  become  of  the  others  ?    Mr.  Cope 
afterwards  saw  the  directors  of  the  company  by  appoint- 
ment.   He  told  them  exactly  what  had  occurred.  They 
said  what  had  happened  w-as  most  improper,  and  that  they 
entirely  disapproved  of  stamps  being  put  on  in  this  way. 
They  considered  that  it  was  quite  contrary  to  the  law.  and 
they  could  not  account  for  it  at  all.    They  did  not  see 
how  anyone  in  their  employ  could  reap  any  benefit  from 
the  practice,  for  any  profits  that  might  arise  would  un> 
doubtedly  go  into  the  pockets  of  the  company.    It  was, 
said  Mr.  Simpson,  quite  clear  that  offences  had  been  com- 
mitted against  the  Medicine  Stamp  Act,  and  for  each 
offence  the  defendants  were  liable  to  a  penalty  of  10/.  It 
had  been  stated  in  certain  quarters  that  the  authorities 
had  neglected  to  take  proceedings  against  certain  other 
persons  who  had  used  labels  which  were  not  in  conformity 
with  the  Medicine  Stamp  Act.    Sometimes  medicines  came 
from  America  in  bulk,  and  a  difficulty  arose,  especially  in 
the  case  of  jujubes,  for  instance.    Proceedings  had  not 
been  taken  where  there  was  a  complete  carton.    If  they 
took  proceedings  it  would  be  tantamount  to  saying  that 
certain  medicines  must  not  be  sold.    They  relied  upon  the 
Act,  which  said  that  so  far  as  possible  the  stamp  must  be- 
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broken  before  the  medicine  is  used.  In  that  way  it 
is  not  necessary  to  have  a  carton,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
small  bottle,  which  could  not  be  opened  without  defacing 
the  stamp'  unless  water  were  used,  and  that  would,  of, 
course,  cause  discoloration.  The  proper  way  is  to  put 
the  stamp  inside  the  cover  where  the  customer  could  see 
it.  ••' 

The  Magistrate  :  They  could  sec  it  if  they  were  not 
Wind. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  We  are  not  able  to  say  what  became  of 
the  three  extinguishers,  supposing  they  were  used  ;  but  we 
'have  a  shrewd  suspicion  that  the  same  one  was  used  for, 
•each  bottle,  although,  asT  said  before,  we  cannot  prove  it. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Fitzsimmonds  substantiated  Mr.  Simpson's 
■statement  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  as  also  did  Mr.  P.  B. 
Renshaw  and  Mr.  Baker.  1 1 

Mr.  Cope,  the  inspector,  said  that  after  he  had  been 
served  he  told  the  manager  he  would  have  to  report  the 
matter.  He  also  said  that  a  great  deal  depended  upon 
finding  the  stamps,  but  only  one  was  found.  On  Novem- 
ber 6  he  saw  the  directors  of  the  defendant  company,  and 
4he  version  of  the  interview,  as  given  in  Mr.  Simpson's 
opening  statement,  was  correct.  Cross-examined  by  Mr. 
Kirby,  witness  said  he  had  a  dose  of  the  medicine.  There 
was  no  wrapper  on  the  bottle  when  he  saw  it.  He  com- 
plained that  the  bottle  was  not  stamped. 

Mr.  Kirby:  I  put  it  to  you  that  your  complaint  was  that 
the  stamp  was  not  put  on  properly? — The  Witness:  I  told 
the  secretary  and  the  manager  what  I  have  just  told  you. 

Mr.  Kirby :  They  both  say  not.  I  say  there  was  no 
•complaint  as  to  the  bottle  having  been  unstamped  until 
December  9.— The  Witness:  I  am  quite  sure  that  what  I 
say  is  correct  as  to  having  complained  at  the  time. 

Re-examined,  the  witness  said  he  saw  the  manager  pick 
up  the  bottle  from  the  side  of  the  counter,  and  he  noticed 
that  there  was  no  stamp  upon  it.  He  told  him  there  was 
no  stamp,  and  he  mentioned  the  same  thing  to  the  secre- 
tary and  the  directors. 

Mr.  Simpson  said  that  was  the  case  for  the  prosecution, 
a,nd  he  would  like  to  add,  having  heard  the  evidence,  that 
the  same  stamp  could  not  have  been  used  for  all  the 
bottles,  one  of  which  was  liable  to  a  duty  of  3</. 

Mr.  Kirby  said  this  matter  arose  through  carelessness 
on  the  part  of  the  manager ;  but  it  was  nothing  more  than 
carelessness,  there  being  no  intention  to  def  raud  or  to  use 
the  stamps  over  again.  Mr.  Cope  was  mistaken  in  saying 
that  the  bottle  supplied  to  him  bore  no  stamp  when  it 
was  produced.  The  stamp  was  taken  off  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  him  a  dose  of  the  mixture.  It  is  a  common 
practice,  especially  in  the  City,  to  give  purchasers  of 
medicine  a  dose  of  it  before  they  left  the  shop.  It  is 
very  convenient  to  the  customers  who  could  not  always 
take  medicine  in  their  offices.  A  man  suffering  from  cold 
or  neuralgia  naturally  wanted  to  begin  his  course  of  treat- 
ment as  soon  as  possible.  There  had,  Mr.  Kirby  added, 
been  no  intention  to  defraud  the  Revenue. 

Mr.  Percy  Blackman,  manager  of  the  defendants'  shop,  , 
said  he  could  not  remember  serving  Mr.  Fitzsimmonds  on 
October  22,  but  someone  else  might  have  done  so.  It  was 
quite  possible  that  he  served  Mr.  Renshaw  on  October  25. 
When  a  customer  had  a  dose  of  medicine  in  the  shop  the 
wrapper  was  usually  thrown  away ;  at  any  Tate,  they  were 
not  preserved.  When  a  stamp  was  once  taken  from  a 
bottle  it  was  never  used  again.  It  was  not  true  that  he 
supplied  Mr.  Cope  with  an  unstamped  bottle.  He  had  no 
unstamped  bottle  in  the  shop  for  sale.  He  obtained  the 
stamps  from  Mr.  Butt,  the  secretary,  as  he  required  them. 
He  put  them  on  the  bottles  every  morning.  He  sold 
twelve  to  eighteen  medicines  that  tequired  stamping,  apart 
from  proprietary  preparations' ■  that  came  in  already 
stamped.  He  probably  used  40Z.  or  501.  worth  of  stamps 
•every  year.  They  were  chiefly  three-halfpenny  and  three 
penny  ones.  He  was  paid  a  salary,  and  did  not  in  any  way 
share  the  profits  of  the  company.  He  had  been  manager 
of  the  shop  for  seventeen  years,  and  had  been  employed 
by  the  company  about  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  I  think  my  friend  will  admit  that  there 
has  been  no  previous  complaint  against  the  company  ? 

The  Magistrate  :  It  has  never  been  suggested. 
,  Mr.  Kirby:    No  profits  from  these  stamps  jo  into  the 


pockets  of  the  company? — The  Witness:.  Certainly  not;1 
there  wore  no  profits. 

Is  it  customary  to  ask  people  if  they  will  have  a  dose  of 
medicine  in  the  shop? — Yes,  in  cases  of  this  sort.  In  the 
case  of  a  cold  a  man  wants  to  start  the  treatment  at  once; 
and  if  he  has  neuralgia  he  does  not  want  any  delay.  It  is 
not  always  convenient  for  a  man  to  take  medicine  in  his 
office,  and  the  water  is  not  always  pure,  as  some  of  the 
City  cisterns  are  not  cleaned  regularly. 

Cross-examined,  the  witness  said  he  was  not  aware,  until 
Mr.  Cope  told  him,  that  by  law  bottles  must  be  stamped 
in  such  a  way  that  the  contents  could  not  be  poured  out 
without  destroying  the  stamps. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  Have  your  directors  ever  given  you  in- 
structions as  to  stamping  bottles  ? — The  Witness  :  No. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  you  thought  it  quite  right  to  take 
off  the  capsule  with  the  stamp  on  it,  and  throw  it  behind 
you  ? — Yes. 

Why  did  you  not  put  the  stamp  on  the  bottle,  and  givo 
it  to  the  purchaser? — He  could  have  had  it  if  he  had  liked. 
As  a  rule  a  customer  wants  to  get  away  as  quickly  as 
possible. 

When  you  throw  the  wrappers  behind  you,  what  happens 
to  them  ? — They  are  swept  up  and  put  into  the  dust-box. 

Anyone  could  take  them  out  of  the  dust  and  put  them 
on  other  bottles  ? — No,  our  name  appears  on  them.  Mr. 
Cope's  attention  was  called  to  that. 

They  could  be  put  on  Lamplough's  bottles? — Yes,  if  any 
one  cared  to  do  so. 

You  will  admit  that  would  be  fraudulent  ? — Certainly ; 
but  we  have  not  done  it. 

"How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  only  one  wrapper 
was  found?  You  will  admit  that  there  was  a  very  careful 
search? — Some  considerable  time  elapsed,  and  my  porter 
was  in  and  out.        ,  ... 

Do  you  suggest  that  the  porter  took  them  out  ? — He  might 
have  trodden  on  one  and  taken  it  outside  on  his  boot. 

If  he  ti'od  on  one  and  took  it  outside,  do  you  suggest 
that  he  came  back  and  trod  on  another  ? — No ;  but  wo 
frequently  find  pieces  of  wool  on  our  boots  with  paper 
sticking  to  them. 

It  is  unlikely  that  two  wrappers  went  out  in  that  way  in 
one  day  ? — Yes. 

Re-examined,  the  witness  said  he  now  put  the  stamps 
over  the  bottle  and  under  the  cover.  He  received  a  great 
number  of  proprietary  medicines  with  the  stamps  outside, 
and  the  Revenue  authorities  did  not  complain. 

H.  J.  Burton,  porter  at  the  shop,  said  he  noticed  the 
bottle  the  manager  sold  to  Mr.  Cope,  and  he  was  quite  sure 
it  was  stamped. 

Mr.  G.  A.  Butt,  the  company's  secretary,  said  he  sup- 
plied the  stamps  to  the  manager  as  they  were  required. 
So  far  as  he  knew  none  of  the  stamps  had  ever  been  used 
twice. 

Mr.  Kirby  :  Would  that  meet  with  your  approval,  or  the 
approval  of  the  directors,  if  they  were? — The  Witness  (em- 
phatically) :  Certainly  not.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  way 
in  which  stamps  were  put  on  until  Mr.  Cope  complained, 
and  then  instructions  were  given  as  to  how  they  should  bo 
put  on.  Those  instructions,  I  believe,  have  been  carried  out 
'  to  the  letter. 

Cross-examined,  the  witness  said  Mr.  Cope  went  to  his 
office  door,  and  said  he  could  not  find  some  stamps.  Wit- 
ness asked  him  to  come  inside  the  office,  and  he  replied, 
"No,  I  can't;  I  have  to  keep  my  eye  on  those  two 
fellows."  (Loud  laughter.)  He  then  realised  that  Mr. 
Cope  was  an  official ;  in  fact,  he  had  a  very  official  air. 
(More  laughter.) 

Mr.  Kirby  :  Did  several  people  search  for  the  stamps 
when  Mr.  Cope  was  in  the  shop  ? 

The  Witness  :  Yes,  the  manager  and  others.  Perhaps 
I  ought  to  mention  Mr.  Cope  first,  as  he  was  by  far  the 
most  important.  (Kenewed  laughter.)  He  looked  in  all 
the  drawers,  and  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  join  in 
the  search. 

Mr.  Simpson  :  You  see  how  the  Revenue  might  be 
defrauded  ? 

The  Witness  :  No  one  had  any  idea  of  fraud.  Mr.  Cope 
spoke  of  his  bottle  as  though  it  had  been  stamped.  On 
one  occasion  I  found  a  stamp  adhering  to  the  sole  of  my 
shoe.  I  have  seen  several  in  the  street  on  one  day. 
.  The  Magistrate,  in  giving  his  decision,  said  :  I  do  not 
think  the  defendants  exercised  proper  care  as  to  the  way 
in  which  they  carried  on  their  business.    The  envelopes 
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-were  taken  off  without  destroying  the  stamps,  but  the  Act 
of  Parliament  says  that  the  stamps  must  be  so  fixed  that 
they  are  sure  to  be  defaced  before  the  medicine  can  be 
poured  out  of  the  bottle.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
intention  to  defraud,  or  I  should  impose  a  much  heavier 
penalty  than  I  intend  to  do.  The  defendants  must  pay  a 
fine  of  40.?.,  and  42s.  costs,  on  the  first  summons,  and  2s. 
<osts  in  respect  of  each  of  the  other  summonses. 

Unstamped  Patented  Medicines. 
At  the  same  Court,  Mr.  John  Harrison,  Chancery  Lane, 
■was  summoned  in  respect  of  two  boxes  of  Neulax  and  a 
bottle  containing  Osogen.  Mr.  Simpson  appeared  for  the 
Commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise ;  the  defendant  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Horace  Fenton,  barrister. 

Mr.  Simpson  said  the  authorities  had  received  some 
information  as  to  the  defendant's  business,  and  in  August, 
September,  and  October  an  officer  was  sent  to  purchase 
medicine  there.  On  each  occasion  it  was  sold  without  a 
stamp,  although  it  was  liable  to  duty. 

Mr.  Fenton  said  that  the  defendant  had  traded  as  the 
Osogen  Co.  for  about  two  years,  and  he  was  the  patentee 
of  the  medicine  in  question.  When  he  received  a  com- 
plaint as  to  the  stamps  which  ought  to  be  on  his  medicine 
he  could  not  understand  it,  as  he  had  given  his  servants 
instructions  to  do  what  was  right.  During  the  last  few 
days  he  had  discovered  that  one  of  his  assistants  had 
defrauded  him — to  what  extent  he  could  not  say. 

The  defendant  said  that  most  of  his  goods  were  ex- 
ported. He  had  given  instructions  that  all  the  medicines 
sold  at  his  place  for  use  within  the  United  Kingdom 
should  be  properly  stamped.  He  was  often  absent  from 
his  place  of  business,  especially  during  the  week-ends,  and 
had  to  rely  to  some  extent  on  his  servants.  As  a  rule 
stamps  were  purchased  every  day,  and  the  amounts  entered 
in  a  book.  The  amount  spent  in  stamps  should,  of  course, 
correspond  with  the  sales,  but  he  recently  discovered  that 
it  did  not  do  so.  He  had  found  that  some  medicine  had 
been  sold  without  'being  entered,  and  one  of  his  servants 
had  recently  admitted  that  certain  stamps  were  not 
purchased. 

The  defendant  way  fined  60s.,  and  42,s.  costs,  in  the  first 
case,  and  ordered  to  pay  2s.  costs  in  respect  of  the  other 
summonses. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Enddeite  Leadless  Paint  Co.,  Ltd. — Capital  20,000/. 
R  O.,  3  London  Wall  Buildings,  London,  E.C. 

Roxall  Syndicate,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  and  work  freehold  and  lease- 
hold rock-salt,  brine,  and  land,  etc. 

Wednesfield  Drug-stores,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  100/., 
in  IV.  .shares.  Objects:  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  drug- 
store proprietor  carried  on  at  High  Street,  Wednesfield, 
Staffs,  by  Grace  M.  Bates,  who  and  J.  Bates  are  the  first 
directors. 

Beswick's,  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/.,  in 
1/.  shares.  Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  drug- 
store carried  on  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Beswick  at  98  Audley  Range, 
Blackburn,  as  "  Beswicks."  The  subscribers  and  first  direc- 
tors are  Mrs.  M.  A.  Beswick  and  H.  E.  Beswick.  R.O., 
98  Audley  Range,  Blackburn. 

R.  E.  Cooper,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  500/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
patent-medicine  vendors,  extractors  and  adaptors  of  teeth, 
etc.  The  subscribers  and  first  directors  are  R.  E.  Cooper, 
Birmingham,  drug-merchant,  and  J.  W.  Scott,  Birmingham, 
chemist  and  druggist.  R.O.,  115  Coventry  Road,  Hay  Mills, 
Birmingham. 


Company  News. 

Rivers,  Hill  &  Co.,  Ltd.— By  order  of  the  High  Court  of 
Justice  the  capital  of  this  company  is  reduced  from  15,000/. 
to  3,750/.  by  making  the  1/.  shares  5s. 

British  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd.— At  a  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders held  at  the  registered  office,  2  West  Regent  Street, 
Glasgow,  recently,  it  was  resolved  to  reconstruct  the 
company. 


Macatjea  Pulsocon,  Ltd. — In  voluntary  liquidation.  Meet-' 
ing  of  creditors  at  offices  of  liquidator  (Mr.  G.  W.  T.  Burr), 
6a  Devonshire  Square,  London,  E.C,  on  January  24,  at 
3  p.m.    Claims  to  be  sent  in  on  or  before  January  24. 

Universal  Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. — At  a  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  this  company  held  in  Glasgow  on  January  8  it 
was  proved  that  the  company  cannot  by  reason  of  its, 
liabilities  continue  its  business,  and  it  was  decided  to  -wind- 
it  up. 

Parke's  Drug-stores,  Ltd. — The  report  to  be  presented 
at  the  annual  meeting  to  be  held  on  January  20  states  that 
the  sum  of  506/.  0s.  6d.,  required  for  the  depreciation  of 
leases,  has  been  met,  as  usual,  out  of  revenue,  as  well  as 
827/.  18s.  lid.  expended  on  repairs  and  renewals.  The 
directors  have  appropriated  out  of  the  profits  of  the  year 
414/.  14s.  to  the  fixture  depreciation  and  reserve  fund.  After 
allowing  for  the  above,  the  available  net  balance  for  the- 
year  amounted  to  3,153/.  14s.,  out  of  which  has  been  paid 
the  interim  dividend  on  the  preference  shares  at  the  rate- 
of  6  per  cent,  per  annum.  It  is  now  recommended  that  a 
final  dividend  of  3  per  cent.,  less  income-tax,  be  paid  or. 
the  preference  shares,  making,  with  the  interim  dividend 
already  paid,  6  per  cent,  for  the  year,  leaving  a  balance- 
of  772/.  Is.  2d.  to  be  carried  forward  to  next  account.  Upon, 
passing  the  present  accounts  and  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
the  reserve  funds  will  stand  at  13.817/.  13s.  lie?.  No  divi- 
dend is  recommended  on  the  ordinary  shares.  From  the- 
profit-and-loss  account  it  appears  that  the  trading  profit  was. 
6,540/.,  and  the  management  expenses,  including  directors' 
fees,  salaries,  and  general  expenses,  2,993/.  9s.  8c/. 


MARRIAGES. 


Germer — Bothams. — At  St.  George-the-Martyr,  South- 
wark,  London,  S.E.,  on  January  5,  Otto  A.  Germer,  to 
Elsie  Gertrude  Bothams.  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Frank  John  Bothams,  chemist  and  druggist,  4  Blackmoor 
Street,  London,  W.C. 

Jones — Parry. — At  Crugybar  Congregational  Chapel, 
on  January  14,  by  the  Rev.  D.  B.  Richards,  W.  Miall 
Jones,  Ph.C,  Aberystwyth,  to  Agnes  Parry,  B.A., 
daughter  of  Mr.  J.  Parry,  Froodvale,  Llandllo. 


DEATHS. 


Broicher. — On  January  14,  at  136  Tulse  Hill,  London, 
S.W.,  Mr.  Frederick  Broicher,  aged  eighty.  The  late 
Mr.  Broicher,  who  was  senior  partner  of  Messrs. 
Widenmann,  Broicher  &  Co.,  merchants,  Fenchurch 
Avenue,  London,  E.C,  was  in  the  best  of  health  until  a 
fortnight  ago,  when  he  contracted  a  chill,  which  developed 
into  pneumonia,  and  death  was  due  to  heart  failure. 
The  firm  with  which  Mr.  Broicher  was  connected  was 
founded  in  1843  by  Roller  &  Co.  as  general  produce  mer- 
chants, Mr.  Broicher  becoming  partner  in  1865,  when  the 
firm  was  Roller  &  Widenmann.  In  1869,  when  Mr. 
Roller  retired,  the  firm  was  known  as  Widenmann, 
Broicher  &  Co.,  and  since  then  Mr.  Broicher  had  carried! 
on  the  business  with  various  partners,  those  now  remain- 
ing being  Mr.  F.  Williams  and  Mr.  W.  Bredt.  Before 
the  rise  of  the  Java  cinchona  industry  the  firm  was  one 
of  the  largest  importers  of  South  American  cinchonas 
(principally  Calisaya),  and  in  those  days  handsome  profits 
were  made  from  the  sale  of  bark.  The  firm  are  also 
exporters  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and  other  produce,  and 
as  agents  for  Messrs.  Zimmer  &  Co.,  of  Frankfort,  are 
well  known  throughout  the  trade.  Mr.  Broicher  was  the 
oldest  cinchona  merchant  in  London,  and  was  held  in  high 
regard  in  commercial  circles,  as  testified  by  the  vote  of 
sympathy  to  his  family  which  was  passed  at  the  London 
bark-auctions  on  Tuesday,  this  being  proposed  by  Mr. 
David  Howard  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Coventry  Woodhouse. 
Mr.  Broicher  leaves  a  widow,  two  sons,  and  a  daughter. 

Cameron. — At  1  Oven  Wynd,  Kelso,  on  January  10, 
Elizabeth  Gray,  widow  of  Mr.  William  Cameron,  chemist, 
Kelso. 
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Cook. — At  25  Windsor  Place,  Glen  Ridge,  New  Jersey, 
"U.S.A.,  on  January  7,  Mr.  Thomas  Penrose  Cook,  Vice- 
President  and  manager  of  the  New  York  Quinine  and 
■Chemical  Works,  Ltd.  Mr.  Cook  was  an  influential  and 
aiational  figure  in  American  pharmaceutical  circles.  He 
was  especially  active  in  the  National  Wholesale  Druggists' 
Association.  He  also  rendered  great  service  to  the 
American  Pharmaceutical  Association,  being  chiefly  instru- 
mental in  founding  the  New  York  branch.  He  possessed 
executive  ability  of  unusually  high  order,  and  was  generally 
placed  in  charge  of  the  arrangements  for  entertaining  large 
bodies  of  pharmacists  in  connection  with  the  above  Asso- 
ciations. 

Frank. — At  the  Esplanade,  Whitby,  on  January  14, 
Mr.  John  Frank,  Ph.C.  Mr.  Frank,  who  died  after  a 
protracted  illness,  was  in  business  in  Bridge  Street, 
Whitby,  for  over  thirty  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorks  County  Council  and  a  leading 
Nonconformist. 

McDonald. — At  108  Gilmore  Place.  Edinburgh^,  on 
January  9,  Alexander  Minto  McDonald,  M.B.,  M.S., 'Bain. 
Dr.  McDonald  served  an  apprenticeship  as  a  chemist  with 
Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.,  Edinburgh.  He  was 
assistant  with  that  firm  for  a  number  of  years  before 
passing  the  Minor  in  April  1885.  While  still  an  assistant 
he  studied  medicine  at  the  Edinburgh  University,  taking 
his  medical  degrees  in  1892.  He  set  up  practice  in  the  city 
.and  acquired  a  reputation  as  a  specialist  in  skin-diseases. 
Dr.  McDonald  frequently  attended  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society's  meetings  in  Edinburgh,  joining  in  the  discussions. 
In  1907,  along  with  Mr.  Rutherford  Hill,  he  contributed 
■a  paper  on  "  The  Chemistry  and  Pharmacology  of  the 
Solution  of  Chloride  of  Antimony."  Dr.  McDonald's  last 
public  appearance  and  connection  with  pharmaceutical 
matters  was  at  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  in 
Edinburgh,  when  he  took  part  in  the  discussion  on  "  The 
Relationship  between  the  Physician,  the  Pharmacist, 
and  the  Patient."  He  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  large 
clientele,  who,  being  chiefly  of  the  poorer  class,  were 
impressed  by  his  amiable  and  generous  disposition.  He 
was  an  office-bearer  in  the  United  Free  Church.  The 
"funeral  took  place  on  January  12,  when  the  large  concourse 
■of  mourners  included  many  medical  men. 

Price. — At  Builth,  recently,  Mr.  William  Price,  of 
Messrs.  W.  Price  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  chemists,  High  Street, 
Builth  Wells,  aged  fifty-seven.  Mr.  Price  was  born  on  the 
premises  where  he  died,  being  a  son  of  the  late  Mr. 
Thomas  Price,  druggist.  He  leaves  a  wife  and  nine 
'children. 

Shackleton. — On  January  7.  Mr.  George  William 
Shackleton,  Tanywern,  Abergavenny,  late  of  67  Frog 
"more  Street,  Abergavenny,  Mon.,  aged  sixty-six.  Mr 
Shackleton  passed  the  Modified  examination  in  1868.  He 
purchased  the  pharmacy  of  Mr.  Acknil  in  Frogmore  Street 
thirty-eight  years  ago,  and  conducted  it  until  about  a 
year  ago,  when  failing  health  compelled  him  to  dispose 
•of  it.  He  leaves  six  children.  The  interment  took  place 
at  the  Old  Cemetery,  Abergavenny. 

Windle. — At  Smethwick,  near  Birmingham,  on 
January  8,  Mr.  John  Thomas  Windle,  chemist  and  drug 
gist,  aged  sixty-two.  Mr.  Windle  was  in  business  at 
Packers  Row,  Chesterfield,  for  many  years,  on  his  retire- 
ment being  succeeded  by  Mr.  R.  P.  Roe,  pharmacist. 
Mr.  Windle,  who  served  on  the  old  School  Board,  took  a 
prominent  place  in  local  Church  matters  and  in  Masonry 
He  was  people's  warden  at  the  parish  church,  a  Past 
Master  of  the  Scarsdale  Lodge,  and  became  Provincial 
Grand  Registrar.  He  was  also  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Royal  Arch  Degree. 

Young. — At  Braehead,  Elgin,  on  January  13,  Christina 
Ferguson,  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  John  Young,  Ph.C,  aged 
■seventy-nine. 


A  Chemist  and  Matebnity  Benefit. — Mr.  J.  H.  Smith, 
chemist.  Bridge  Street,  Newark,  is  awarding-  a  silver  tankard 
to  the  first  baby  born  within  five  miles  of  Newark  Parish 
Church  after  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Maternity  Benefit 
under  th«  National  Insurance  Act.  A  condition  is  that  the 
child  shall  survive  at  least  a  month. 


TRADE  NOTES. 


The  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  Limehouse,  London,  E.,  have 
by  Royal  Warrant  been  appointed  disinfectant-manufac- 
turers to  his  Majesty  King  George  V. 

Messrs.  Parnall  &  Sons,  shop-fitters,  Mansion 
House  Chambers,  London,  E.C.,  have  received  an  im- 
portant order  for  shop-fittings  for  new  premises  in  Great 
Portland  Street,  London,  W. 

Plasmon  Cocoa. — Plasmon,  Ltd.,  66a  Farringdon  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  announce  in  our  advertisement  columns 
that  they  are  giving  a  special  bonus  of  5  per  cent,  on  all 
orders  received  up  to  January  31. 

The  Thermogene  Co.,  Ltd.,  Haywards  Heath,  repro- 
duce in  our  advertisement  pages  one  of  their  educative 
announcements  given  in  the  daily  press  which  bring 
business  to  chemists.    Full  trade  terms  and  samples  can 
be  had  on  postcard  application. 

E.  Youldon,  Ltd.,  glass-bottle  manufacturers,  Carter 
Street,  Maplin  Street,  Mile  End,  London,  E.,  have  sent 
to  their  customers  a  convenient  full-size  blotting-pad  with 
a  diary  for  1913.  The  diary  portion  is  joined  to  the  left- 
hand  side  of  the  blotter,  and  contains  spaces  for  a  week 
on  each  page.    An  accident-policy  is  also  included. 

Drug-list. — The  January  issue  of  the  price-list  of  the 
Alliance  Drug  and  Chemical  Co.,  34  Leadenhall  Street, 
London,  E.C.,  has  been  revised  to  date.  The  price-list 
portion  is  prefaced  by  some  useful  commercial  informa- 
tion, and  on  the  outside  is  given  a  calendar  for  1913.  We 
note  from  the  date  on  the  list  that  the  business  is  this  year 
entering  upon  the  second  century  of  its  existence. 

Insurance  Corks. — Messrs.  N.  W.  Mitchell  &  Sons, 
Ltd.,  "  Bouchon  "  Works,  Limehouse,  London,  E.,  send 
us  a  sample  of  a  special  line  of  corks  adapted  for  use  in 
Insurance  dispensing.  The  price  at  which  these  are 
offered  is  very  low — tyd.  a  gross  for  6-oz.  and  8-oz.  corks — 
with  a  further  special  offer  when  a  thirty-gross  bag  is 
bought.    Particulars  are  given  in  our  advertising  pages. 

The  Bell  Showcard  Service.— The  Bell  Advertising 
Co.,  56  Ludgate  Hill,  London,  E.C.,  inform  us  that 
although  they  "  expected  a  large  number  of  replies  to 
their  two-page  advertisement  in  last  week's  issue  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  the  number  of  replies  actually 
received  has  been  phenomenal."  It  is  desirable  that  those 
who  are  thinking  of  adopting  the  service  should  act- 
quickly  in  the  matter  if  they  are  to  be  first  in  adopting- 
this  clever  idea  in  their  districts. 

Insurance  Prescriptions. — One  of  the  many  problems, 
presented  by  the  National  Insurance  Act  concerns  the 
method  of 
storing  pre- 
s  o  riptio  n  s 
for  insured 
persons 
which  the 
chemist  re- 
ceives from 
medicalmen, 
and  which 
he  will  need 
to  keep 
under  some 
system 
against  the 
time  when 
he  makes 
out  his  ac- 
count for  the 
Ins  urance 
C  o  mmittee 

Messrs.  James  Townsend  &  Sons,  chemists'  printers, 
Exeter,  have  met  this  demand  promptly,  and  offer  a 
choice  of  two  methods  of  storing  prescriptions.  The 
first  shown  in  the  illustration'  is  a  cabinet  of  the  proper 
size  for  holding  the  prescriptions  upright,  and  with  this 
is  supplied  index-cards  by  which  the  scripts  can  be  sorted 
out  according    to   price    alphabetically.      The  cabinet, 
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which  costs  15s.  6cl.,  is  well  made,  with  dove-tailed 
drawer,  is  stained  mahogany-coloured,  and  varnished. 
The  other  method  offered  for  storing  prescriptions  is  a 
guard-book.  This  has  200  numbered  leaves,  14  by  11, 
with  room  on  each  page  for  twenty  prescriptions.  It 
costs  7s.  A  special  circular  has  been  issued  giving  par- 
ticulars of  these  methods. 

The  Packed-goods  List  issued  by  Messrs.- Allen~& 
Hanburys,  Ltd.,  London  and  Ware,  is  now  produced 
uniform  in  size  and  style  with  the  general  list  of  drugs, 
pharmaceuticals,  and  "  Allenburys  "  specialities.  This 
•is  well  depicted  in  the  accompanying  illustration.  The 
list  measures  8|  in.  by  6  in.,  and  extends  to  312 
pages.  Hundreds  of  half-tone  blocks  are  incorporated,  and 
the  book  is  bound  in  green  morocco-surface  leatherette, 
lettered  in  gold.    It  is  prefaced  with  a  "  condensed  list  " 


of  the  packed  drugs,  toilet-preparations,  perfumes,  and 
toilet-soaps  which  are  referred  to  in  detail  with  illus- 
trations in  the  subsequent  pages.  This  gives  the  name  of 
the  article,  the  size,  price  per  dozen,  with  the  page  of 
the  list  upon  which  the  illustration  and  fuller  specifica- 
tion are  given.  An  index  to  the  figure  numbers  is  also 
given  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  Any  chemist  who  has 
not  received  a  copy  of  the  list  should  address  Messrs. 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  London,  E. 

Chillie  Embrocation. — Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  34  Hanover  Street,  Liverpool,  have  forwarded 
us  a  sample  of  their  compound  chillie  embrocation,  which  is 
an  improvement  on  the  ordinary  acetic  acid  and  turpentine 
preparation,  combining  rubefacient  with  stimulative  pro- 
perties. The  pleasing  pinkish  colour  also  makes  it  dis- 
tinctive. It  is  put  up  in  conspicuous  red,  green,  and 
white  cartons  of  two  sizes,  to  retail  at  Is.  and  Is.  9d. 
These  are  so  neatly  finished  off  that  the  ends  are  quite 
flat,  allowing  them  to  stand  upright  without  danger  of 
falling  over.  Window-cards  with  appropriate  wording  are 
supplied  with  two  dummies  (one  of  each  size)  affixed  there- 
on. A  giant  size  carton  (18^  in.  high  by  7^  in.  square)  can 
also  be  had  for  display  purposes.  A  business  card  to 
Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  will  bring  any 
other  particulars  our  readers  may  desire. 

Insurance  Dispensing  Labels,  etc. — Messrs.  Ford, 
Shapland    &   Co.,    6   Great   Turnstile,    High  Holborn, 


London,  W.C.,  have  ready  a  series  of  dispensing  label?- 
specially  adapted  for  insurance  dispensing.  They  are  for 
mixtures,  pills,  ointments,  external  preparations,  and  other 
forms  of  medication  likely  to  be  prescribed,  and  the  dis- 
tinction between  them  and  ordinary  dispensing  labels 
is  that  in  each  case  the  words  "  National  Health  In- 
surance "  appear  on  the  top  of  the  label,  and  the  dosage 
is  printed  in  clear  type,  with,  in  some  cases,  suitable 
blanks  for  the  name  of  the  doctor  and  the  number  of 
the  prescription.  They  have  also  produced  a  prescrip- 
tion-book ruled  with  6paces  for  the  doctor'6  name,  number, 
patient's  name,  prescription,  price  charged,  and  cost.  A 
book  consisting  of  500  foolscap  pages  bound  in  half-reel 
basil,  cloth  sides,  lettered  in  gold,  costs  6s.  net.  The* 
firm  are  also  printing  a  series  of  handbills  for  distribution 
by  dispensing  chemists,  as  well  as  window-bills  and  the 
statutory  notice.  Handbills  are  supplied  at  8s.  6d.  for 
5,000,  and  12s.  6d.  for  10,000  net.  The  firm  will  send 
specimens  of  these  to  any  of  our  readers  on  application. 


Minor  Examination  Results. 


WE  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  lists, 
of  persons  who  passed  the  Minor  examination  in  London 
and  Edinburgh  this  month  : 


Lox 

Allin,  Thomas  S.,  Neath 
Austin,  Wm.  B.,  Nottingham 
Bamforth,  Arnold,  Mareden 
Barber,  Robert  C,  London. 
Beer,  Vyctor  S.,  London 
Bishop,  Charles  T.,  Welshpool 
Bonner,  Frank  A.,  Oxford 
Brindle,  Fred,  Bolton 
Came,  William  J.,  Highbridge 
Cheekley,  Geo.,  Bexkill-on-Sea 
Collett,  Archibald  F.,  Southsea 
Coltman,  Leonard,  Halifax 
Combs,  Wm.  Alfred,  Hove 
Cooper,  Geo.  R.  H.,  Birmingham 
Couchman,  Celia,  Marlow 
Crick,  Arthur,  Northampton 
Cripps,  Douglas  H.,  Hove 
Daniel,  Harry  G.,  Barry 
Davies,  John,  Llandovery 
Davies,  John  A.,  Hampstead 
Daykin,  Geo.  S.,  Bolsover 
de  Koningh,  L.  W.,  Stockwell 
Dennis,  George,  Norwich 
Dowling,  Philip,  Andover 
Forryan,  C.  A.,  Wigston  Magna 
Gareide,  Wm.,  Farnworth 
Gillies,  Annie,  Selby 
Greenbury,  Cecil  W.,  Grantham 
Gregory,  Wm.,  Bolsover 
Hale,  Arthur  H.,  Hanham 
Hale,  Victor  W.  C,  Bristol 
Hampton,  S.  A.,  Gloucester 
Hnrber,  Ernest  W.,  Witton 
Hawker,  G.  E.  G.,  Twickenham 
Hearne,  John  S.,  Grimsby 
Herd,  Douglas,  Horneey 
Hodgkin,  A.,  Burfcon-on-Trent 
Holden,  Wm.  H.,  Ramsey,  I.M. 
Hooson,  Edwin,  Hampstead 
Hooson,  Wm.  E.,  Llandudno 
Hortop,   C,  Barrow-in-Furness 
Howell,  Albert,  Dalston 
Howson,  Reginald  F.,  Dresden 


Edix 

Adamson,  J.  J.,  Edinburgh 
Aylmer,  Andrew  L.,  Glasgow 
Craig,  James,  Aberdeen 
Cunningham,  J.  F.,  Edinburgh 
Dryden,  David  Scott,  Dundee 
Ewing,  John  Gaul,  Strichen 
Former,  James  E.„  Matlock 
Flett,  A.,  jun.,  Uddingstou 
Froser,  John  A.,  Torphins 
Glaister,   Jlildred  Jane,  White- 
haven 

Grinstead,  G.  L.,  Uppingham 
Hall,  George  Samuel,  Leeds 
Hart,  Frank,  Melrose 
Hird,   John,  Grange-over-Sands 
Hodgson,  B.,  Armathwaite 
Holmes,  A.,  Berwick -on-Tweed 
Hutchison,  T.  C,  Glasgow 
Inglis,  Samuel,  Glasgow 
Irvine,    John  W.,  Gulberwiek, 

Lerwick 
Johnston,  Goc-r<re.  Yoker 


DON. 

Hutchin,  Ronald  F.,  Buruho-ni 
Ingham,  Herbert,  Cornholme 
Innes,  Alexander,  Tnrriff 
Innes,  Alexander  G.  S.,  Ayr 
James,  Francis  H.,  Brixton 
Jenkins,  Alcwyn  L.,  St.  Clears 
Jones,  Wm.  H.,  Hengoed 
Kidd,  Edward  B.,  Claphani 
Knight,  Harold,  Halifax 
Leach,  Bernard  G.,  Macclesfield 
Le  Dain,  A.  W.  F.,  Erdington 
Lewis,  Herbert  J.,  Cardiff 
Lewis,  John  H.,  Llanidloes 
Margerrison,  Ernest,  Matlock 
Meacock,  J.  C.  E.,  Northampton 
Mills,  £.  F.,  St.  Leonards 
Monk,  Cyril  W.,  Burnley 
Morgan,  David,  Pencader 
Overton,  Henry  L.,  Clapham 
Oxen,  F.  D.,  Newcastle,  S. 
Peters,  Edgar,  Swindon 
Phillips,  Philip  T.,  New  Quay 
Pickering,  John,  Liverpool 
Pbucher,  Wm.  A.,  Horncastle 
Reed,  Charles  K.,  Four  Lantv, 
Roper,  R.   A.,  Gt.  Dunmow 
Slack,  Ernest  S.,  Clapham 
Snelson,  Samuel,  Salford 
Spiers,  Arthur  H.,  Leicester 
Sprigings,  Walter  T.,  Liscard 
Taylor,  Winifred  C,  London 
Thomas,  Gwyn  M.,  Maesteg 
Thomas,  John  W.,  Bradford 
Thomas,  K.  R.   S.,  Stepa6ide 
Todd,  Tom  Hart,  Ulverston 
Walker,  Thomas  B..  Nuneaton 
Walthani,  Joshua  C,  Hessle 
Waters,  Vincent  P.,  Bowness 
Wheeler,  Caroline  L.,  Plumsteml 
Williams,  Cyril  E..  Heacham 
Wilson,  Victor,  Wolverhampton 
Wood.  Wilfred  A.,  Rugeley 
Woollings,  Frank  T.,  Sondown 
BURGH. 

Laing,  James  W.,  Edinburgh 
Lawrie,  David  C,  Selkirk 
Levine,  Solomon,  Glasgow 
Mackenzie,  David  H,  Aberdeen 
Mulholland,  Charles  H..  Lcith 
Musson,  Cyril  V.,  Leicester 
Ogilvie,  Annie,  Glasgow 
Pattison,  William,  Glasgow 
Powrie,    Robert   N.,  Craigend, 
Perth 

Robertson,  James,  Dundee 
Rosenzweig,  Joseph,  Dundee 
Rowe,    Charlotte    Mary,  Edin- 
burgh 

Russell,  Simon,  Forres 
Sinclair,  William,  Kelty 
Smith,  James  S...  Edinburgh 
Smith,  John  Kidston,  Cathcsrt 
Squair,  Alexander.  Edinburgh 
Wate-rworth,  Gordon  J.,  Hull 
Watkinson.  Ernest.  Crook 
Wilthew,  R.  E.,  North  Shields 
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WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 

Cable  Letters  to  Australia. 

The  Postmaster-General  stated  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Wednesday  that  the  system  of  week-end  cable  letters 
to  Australia  at  greatly  reduced  rates  was  introduced  on 
January  1.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  secure  also  a 
further  reduction  in  the  cost  of  deferred  .telegrams  at 
present  sent-  at  half-rates. 

Nestle 's  Condensed  Milk  Co. 
Mr.  Charles  Duncan,  M.P.,  gave  notice  of  a  series  of 
questions  for  Thursday  to  the  heads  of  various  Govern- 
ment departments  in  regard  to  the  wages  paid  and  hours 
worked  by  the  employes  of  the  Nestle  and  Anglo-Swiss 
Condensed  Milk  Co.,  who  are  contractors  to  several 
departments. 

Highlands  Medical  Service. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  was  considered  on  Wed- 
nesday evening  at  a  meeting  of  Scottish  Liberal  members 
at  the  House  of  Commons.  Members  present  stated  that 
they  had  been  profoundly  impressed  by  the  disclosures 
contained  in  the  report,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted  ex- 
pressing the  strongest  sympathy  with  the  people  affected 
and  urging  the  Government  to  give  immediate  attention 
to  the  recommendations  of  Sir  John  Dewar  and  his  col- 
leagues. A  committee  was  appointed  to  interview  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  on  the  matter. 

Parcel-post  with  Japan. 

The  Postmaster-General  is  to  be  asked  by  Mr.  Dundas 
White,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Monday  next, 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that 
samples  sent  by  parcel-post  from  Japan  to  this  country 
are  sent  by  the  Siberian  Railway,  whilst  samples  from 
this  country  to  Japan  have  to  go  round  by  the  ocean 
route.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  is  also  to  be  asked 
what  are  the  average  times  occupied  on  both  routes, 
whether  representations  have  been  made  that  this  dis- 
crimination operates  adversely  to  British  trade,  and 
whether  he  will  see  that  samples  from  this  country  may 
be  sent  via  the  Siberian  Railway. 

Insurance  Questions  in  Parliament. 

The  following  questions  and  answers  have  been  given  in 
the  House  of  Commons  during  the  past  week  : 

Medical  Panels.— In  the  House  of  Commons  on  Thursday, 
January  9,  Mr.  Masterman,  replying  to  Mr.  R.  Gwynne, 
stated  that  in  deciding  in  each  case  whether  adequate 
medical  service  has  been  secured  by  local  committees  the 
Commissioners  have  regard  to  all  the  circumstances,  and  will 
be  guided  by  the  advice  and  recommendation  of  the  local 
Insurance  Committee.  According  to  the  experience  of  con- 
tract practice,  a  list  of  1,000  persons  involves  on  the  average 
thirteen  attendances  a  day,  of  which  eight  or  nine  would 
be  surgery  calls  and  four  or  five  visits  at  patient's  home,  for 
300  days  in  the  year.  Further,  replying  to  Mr.  Worthington 
Evans,  he  said  that  he  did  not  anticipate  that  one  doctor 
will  have  to  deal  with  5,000  people.  He  also  informed  Sir 
Philip  Magnus  that  every  practitioner  on  the  panel  has  a 
right  to  select  the  insured  persons  whom  he  undertakes  to 
treat,  subject  to  the  distribution  among  the  several  practi- 
tioners of  insured  persons  who  have  not  chosen  a  doctor. 
In  the  House  on  Monday,  and  in  reply  to  Sir  A.  Griffith- 
Boscawen,  Mr.  Masterman  stated  that  in  any  district  where 
the  normal  panel  system  is  in  force  a  doctor  can  join  the 
panel  at  any  time,  and  will  be  entitled  to  receive  payment 
in  respect  of  insured  persons  who  elect  to  be  treated  by  him, 
but  such  doctors  would  not  necessarily  for  the  first  three 
months  get  their  share  of  the  insured  persons  who  had  not 
chosen  a  doctor. 

Doctors  who  have  Resigned.— In  reply  to  Mr.  Pringle, 
Mr.  Masterman  stated  that  the  question  as  to  whether  the 
withdrawal  of  doctors  from  their  agreement  with  Insurance 
Committees  is  infamous  conduct  in  a  professional  respect 
would  be  for  the  General  Medical  Council  to  consider. 

Salaried  Service  Officers. — Replying  to  Sir  J.  D.  Rees 
regarding  the  organisation  of  a  service  of  State-paid  doctors, 
the  Chancellor  said  in  effect  that  where  the  medical  panel 
is  inadequate  the  Commissioners  are  to  make  alternate 
arrangement's,   and   salaried   service   appears  to  be  most 


acceptable  to  the  insured  persons  themselves,  but  there  are 
other  alternatives.  His  questioner  asked  if  this  could  be 
taken  as  a  precedent  for  the  breaking  down  of  industrial 
and  non-professional  strikes,  whereupon  the  Chancellor  said, 
"  There  are  other  alternatives."  And  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Worthington  Evans,  who  questioned  if  this  organisation 
would  give  a  free  choice  of  doctors,  the  Chancellor  remarked 
that  as  the  insured  person  is  fully  represented  upon  the 
Insurance  Committee  that  makes  the  arrangement,  he  can 
be  trusted  to  look  after  his  own  business. 

Record  of  Ailments. — Mr.  Masterman  informed  Mr.  King 
in  the  House  of  Commons  o:i  Monday  that  the  only  part 
of  the  day-book  which  doctors  keep  that  will  be  forwarded 
to  Insurance  Committees  will  be  that  in  which  the  ailments 
of  the  insured  persons  are  not  mentioned.  We  may 
explain  that  each  page  of  this  day-book  is  perforated 
twice  longitudinally.  The  names  and  numbers  of  the 
patients  are  provided  for  in  duplicate,  a  perforated  line 
being  between  the  two.  Then  come  spaces  for  the  service 
rendered  to  the  patient.  A  second  perforated  lino  next 
occurs,  and  beyond  it  are  spaces  for  the  ailment  records. 
It  is  only  the  middle  part  that  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Insurance- 
Committees. 

Deposit  Contributors. — Replying  to  Mr.  Fell  on  Tuesday, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated  that,  although  the 
Government  estimated  that  they  would  get  one  million 
deposit  contributors,  there  are  only  half  a  million,  and  he 
had  not  the  faintest  doubt  that  the  large  societies  would  be 
very  glad  to  take  them  over. 

Medical  Assistants. — After  Mr.  Masterman  had  answered 
some  questions  put  to  him  on  .Monday  regarding  the  Isle  of 
Ely  medical  panel  and  the  employment  of  assistants  who,  il 
qualified,  are  entitled  to  be  put  on  the  panel,  Mr.  Johra 
Ward  asked  him  whether  the  Department  had  any  know- 
ledge of  an  advertisement  which  appeared  in  the  "  Tele- 
graph "  on  January  1:  "  Clerk,  male,  18  to  20:  shorthand, 
typewriting,  and  knowledge  of  bookkeeping ;  salary  18s.  a 
week. — Apply  by  letter  only  to  British  Medical  Associa- 
tion." This  was  received  with  laughter  but  no  other 
response. 

Free  Choice  of  Doctor.— The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
took  up  the  replies  to  questions  on  Tuesday,  when  he  in- 
formed Sir  J.  D.  Rees  that  he  had  not  instructed  any  Insur- 
ance Committee  not  to  allow  people  to  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  medical  treatment.  Moreover,  an  Insur- 
ance Committee  is  not  required  by  the  Act  to  allow  insured 
persons  to  make  their  own  arrangements.  The  Act  of 
Parliament  simply  says  the  committees  are  to  be  allowed 
to  do  that.  In  reply  to  a  further  question,  the  Chancellor 
repeated  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Masterman  regarding 
the  distribution  among  practitioners  on  the  panel  of  the 
insured  persons  who  after  due  notice  have  failed  to  select  a 
doctor.  This  is  done  under  Section  15-  (2,  d),  and  he  added 
that  the  distribution  is  to  be  carried  out  as  far  as  practic- 
able under  arrangements  made  by  the  practitioners  on  the 
panel.  Mr.  Worthington  Evans  asked  if  a  doctor  can  refuse 
to  take  his  quota  of  distributed  insured  persons,  and,  after 
pressure,  the  Chancellor  replied  that  he  can  in  the  first 
instance,  but  there  are  special  provisions  for  dealing  with 
those  patients  who  have  not  been  distributed. 

Doctors'  Dispensers. — On  Monday,  Mr.  Newman  asked 
whether  a  doctor's  dispenser,  who  is  unregistered  and  not 
actually  in  the  employment  of  a  doctor  at  the  date  of  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  is  debarred  from  going  on  his  local  panel, 
while  a  doctor's  groom,  occasionally  employed  as  an  assis- 
tant dispenser  during  the  past  three  years,  is  entitled  to  be 
placed  on  the  panel ;  and,  if  so,  whether  it  is  intended  to 
take  steps  to  remedy  this  state  of  affairs.  Mr.  Mastermarv 
replied  that  neither  of  the  classes  of  persons  mentioned  by 
him  could  be  included  on  a  panel,  and  he  explained  the- 
provisions  of  the  Act  to  Mr.  Newman.  A  similar  question 
was  put  by  Mr.  Touche  next  day,  and  Mr.  Wedgwood  Benu 
replied  :  Section  15  (5)  (b)  (iii)  of  the  National  Insurance 
Act  clearly  provides  that  in  the  case  of  insured  persons 
medicines  may  be  dispensed  by  a  person  who  for  threft 
years  immediately  prior  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  had  acted 
as  a  dispenser  to  a  doctor  or  a  public  institution,  and  I  do 
not  at  present  see  the  necessity  for  such  action  as  the  hon. 
member  suggests  — Mr.  Touche  thereupon  asked  :  Will  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  tell  me  what  is  the  position  of  a  man 
who  has  been  a  dispenser  for  manv  years,  and  who  for  three 
years  before  the  passing  of  the  Act  has  been  conducting  a 
drug-store,  or  dispensing  prescriptions  behind  a  counter  in 
a  chemist's  shop?  Would  he  be  qualified  or  debarred? — 
Mr.  Speaker:  The  hon.  member  must  put  that  question 
down.  A  Minister  can  hardly  be  in  a  position  to  give  an 
answer  to  a  question  of  that  kind  without  notice. — Mr. 
Touche  is  returning  to  the  matter  next  Monday,  having 
given  notice  of  three  questions. 
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Conference. 


A MEETING  of  the  Executive  Committee  was  held  at 
16  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  on  January  9.  There 
■were  present  Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  (President),  in  the  chair, 
Professor  H.  G.  Greenish,  Messrs.  E.  Saville  Peck, 
F.  Ransom,  T.  Tyrer,  Edmund  White,  and  R.  Wright 
(Vice-Presidents),  Mr.  D.  Lloyd  Howard  (Treasurer), 
Messrs.  T.  0.  'Barlow,  F.  W.  Branson.  F.  W.  Gamble, 
H.  Wilson,  and  H.  Finnemore  and  R.  R.  Bennett  (Hon. 
General  Secretaries) . 

The  Secretaries  were  instructed  to  write  to  Mr.  H. 
Wippell  Gadd,  of  Exeter,  and  convey  the  sincere  con- 
dolences of  the  Executive  on  the  death  of  Mr.  H.  Gadd, 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Conference  from  1888  to 
1909. 

Reports. 

The  report  of  the  Research  Sub-Committee  was  sub- 
mitted as  follows  : 

The  Research  Sub-Committee  met  on  December  10.  There 
were  present  Mr.  F.  Ransom  (in  the  chair),  Messrs.  Bennett, 
Knnemore,  and  Gamble.  Mr.  Finnemore  reported  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  subjects  for  investigation,  he  had  approached 
most  of  the  leading  wholesale  chemists  in  the  Kingdom, 
inviting  them  to  supply  a  list  of  subjects  needing  investiga- 
tion, but,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  result  had  been 
negligible.  He  also  reported  that  the  Research  List  had 
been  divided  among  members  of  the  sub-committee,  and 
that  each  had  taken  a  share  in  its  revision. 

The  arrangements  for  the  1913  "  Year-book  of  Pharmacy  " 
were  also  considered,  and  the  sub-committee  decided  that 
the  amount  of  matter  available  for  abstracting  for  the 
section  devoted  to  dispensing  notes  hardly  warranted  the 
reappointment  of  a  separate  abstractor.  The  sub-committee 
recommended  that  the  abstractor  for  the  section  on  new 
remedies  should  be  reappointed. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  seconded  by  Mr.  D. 
Lloyd  Howard,  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Invitations  Sub-Committee  submitted  a  list  of 
names  of  distinguished  foreign  pharmacists  who  it  recom- 
mended should  be  invited  as  delegates  to  the  Jubilee 
meeting  in  London  next  July. 

The  Treasurer's  report,  submitted  by  Mr.  D.  Lloyd 
Howard  (Treasurer),  showed  a  deficit  of  about  11.,  com- 
pared with  14?.  last  year. 

Place  of  Meeting  for  1914-15. 
Mr.  Finnemore  read  letters  from  Mr.  W.  F.  J.  Shep- 
heard  and  Mr.  E.  R.  Cross  on  behalf  of  the  local  Associa- 
tions at  Chester  and  Scarborough,  intimating  that  the 
Conference  would  be  invited  to  hold  its  annual  meeting 
At  those  places  in  1914  and  1915  respectively.  It  was 
decided,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Branson,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Tyrer,  to  recommend  to  the  annual  meetings  that  these 
invitations  be  heartily  accepted. 

The  London  Meeting. 
After  hearing  the  views  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Local 
Committee  (Mr.  Edmund  White),  it  was  decided,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Peck,  seconded  by  Mr.  'Branson,  that  the 
date  of  the  London  meeting  should  be  July  21  to  24 
inclusive.  The  President  expressed  the  hope  that  many 
pharmacists  from  the  Dominions  beyond  the  seas-  would 
find  it  possible  to  be  present  at  the  Jubilee  meeting. 
Those  who  come  will  be  sure  of  a  very  cordial  welcome. 

New  Members. 
The  following  were  elected  : 

Allen.  W.  H.,  London;  Bodsworth,  H.,  London;  Bowe, 
J.  L.,  Rugby;  Braithwaite,  Miss  D.  M.,  London;  Cooper, 
L.,  London;  Davidson,  A.  L.,  London;  Glew,  F.  H.,  Lon- 
don; Hewitt,  T.  L.,  London:  Hewlett,  V.  C,  London; 
Hipwell,  S.  J.,  London;  Hora,  T.  T.,  London;  Jacks,  D.  R., 
London;  Keall,  J.,  London;  Maben,  T.  M.,  London; 
Matthews,  J.  A.,  London;  Morson.  L.  J.,  London;  Phillips, 
P.  B.,  London;  Ramage,  A.  J..  Weybridge;  Sayers,  W.  C, 
London;  Shewell.  A.  B.,  London ;  Smith.  J.  B..  Hitchin ; 
Skinner,  H.,  London;  Surfleet,  A.  G.,  Hull;  Taylor,  H.  A., 
London:  Town,  G.  E.,  London;  Warrick,  R.  W.,  London. 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  43  Cannon  Street,  London.  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words).  , 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following:  inquiries  : 

192/1.    "  Colorgene  "  :  supply. 

Vegetable  lecithin  :  suppliers. 

Janos  "  cloth-ball:  suppliers. 
Dr.  Menthel's  granulated  rhubarb. 
"London  Lozenge  Co.  "  :  address. 
Hurd's  patent  ear  and  chin  strap. 
''  Buxton  Rubbing  Bottle  "  :  makers. 
Cole's  No.  1  parasite-lotion  for  mange. 
Suppliers  of  label-book,  glazed  (Universal). 
"  N  K  U  "  or  "  N  R  U  "  cream  :  supply. 
Londonian  Perfumery  "  :  address  of  makers. 
Monna  Vanna  "  perfume  (Digue,  Paris):  supply. 
Calais  Sand"  mine  owners:   source  for  large 


197/17. 

190/59. 

193/30. 

195/3. 

190/580. 

190/58. 

195/14. 

197/18. 

196/400. 

196/40. 

195/28. 

190/24. 
supply. 

191/30  and  195/21. 
prietors. 

192/42.  Automatic  weighing-machines  (to  weigh  3-grain 
quantities) :  makers. 

191/15.  "Puly.  Bakhar  "  (?  South  African):  what  is  it 
and  where  obtainable  ? 

190/58.  Medicine-chests  fitted  for  schools,  to  sell  about 
7s.  each  :  makers. 

195/68.  Baby-carriers  made  of  webbing  to  sling  across 
nurse's  shoulder  and  take  weight  off  the  arm :  makers. 


Brady's  "  Daermol  "  :  address  of  pro- 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following:  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 


Adrian's  terpinal  capsules,  ' 
193/20. 

Allacite  (inquiry  from  Flor- 
ence), 193/631 

Amidophen  tablets,  190/63 

Astol,  195/13 

Atoleine,  196/650 

Auroids,  195/1 

Automatic  weighing- 
machines,  192/42 

B.P.  publishers,  191/5 

Balsam  sulphur,  195/43 

Bandite,  188/4 

Bornyval,  195/56 

Bougie  and  pessary  moulds, 
194/44 

Business-book  (special  tvpe),  ; 

191/53  ' 
Canthrox,  196/65 
Claridge's  pepsine,  192/1 
Cleminite   (Italian  inquiry), 

193/6 

Cocoa-butter  substitute,  187/8 
Dopon,  186/13 
Duke's  malted  food,  191/40 
Durana  plaster,  190/58 
Enamelled   letters  (Russian 

inquiry),  194/14 
Feeding  rice,  194/18 
Gastric      antacid  lozenges 

(Roberts),  103/22 
Lambing  forceps,  190/580 
Lee's  lubricating  oil,  190/71 


"  Libra  "  gaslight  postcards, 
194/61 

Lithographic  printers  (Paris 
inquirv),  188/66 

Manna,  190/57  _ 

Mather's  arnicated  corn- 
plasters,  197/16 

Medicine-chests,  105/9 

Norton's  camomile-pills, 
193/29 

Nutrogen,  189/26 

Oiled  paper  (makers),  192/29 

01.  gynocardise,  191/29 

Ozonatine,  195/14 

Paper  bags,  194/54 

"Pazo"  pill-boxes,  197/15 

Pilules  tiodine,  195/2 

Safran  surrogat,  184/34 

"  Sansol  "  hair-wash,  193/31 

Semeley,  190/58 
Stearn's  headache-oure, 
190/62 

Steven's  South  African  Con- 
sumption-cure, 189/47 

Tennaline  (for  Italy),  193/630 

Tineacide,  197/4 

Vacuum  flask  (British 
makers),  193/50 

Vestosol,  197/14 

Vetuline,  197/11 

Vi-Rosa  cream,  190/59 

William's  shaving-soaps, 
197/13 


"  Killing  and  Cueing  "  is  the  title  of  an  article  in 
"  Truth  "  for  January  15.  which  deals  with  the  doctors'  ignor- 
ance of  drugs  "  from  the  chemists'  point  of  view."  There 
are  also  two  letters  on  the  same  subject,  one  from  Mr. 
Paphael  Roche  containing  some  very  caustic  comments  on 
the"  superstitions  promulgated  by  medical  authorities. 
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OBSERVATIONS  &  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Surrender  of  Hereford, 

and  the  fact  that  more  than 
90  per  cent,  of  all  the  pharmacists  in  the  country  are  on 
the  panels,  may  well  be  allowed  to  close  the  discussion 
that  has  been  carried  on  for  so  long  between  some  of 
your  correspondents  and  myself.  What  concerns  us  now 
is  not  the  route  by  which  the  end  has  been  reached,  but 
the  accomplished  fact;  and  you  rightly  insist  on  the 
obligations  under  which  it  lays  us.  That  is  the  important 
point,  and  upon  it  you  leave  nothing  to  be  said.  Regrets 
at  the  loss  of  "  liberty  in  trading,"  and  complaints  of 
having  been  "coerced  into  State  employ,"  whether  valid 
or  not,  are  idle.  There  was  a  time  when  to  be  a  servant 
of  the  State  was  universally  thought  honourable,  and  the 
classic  definition  of  liberty  is  "voluntary  obedience"; 
but,  waiving  such  nice  considerations,  let  us  face  the 
"  new  epoch  "  as  practical  men,  and  ask  how  we  can  best 
turn  to  advantage  the  situation  which  has  been  created 
for  us  and  accepted  by  us.  I  confess  myself  adverse  to 
anything  like  blatant  advertising.  Those  of  us  who  have 
welcomed  this  new  service  have  done  so  largely  as  a  step 
upwards  in 

Professional  Status, 

and  to  make  it  tne  occasion  of  an  un- 
dignified scramble  i'or  more  business  would  go  far  to 
defeat  this  end,  nor  do  I  think  it  would  ultimately  serve 
the  lower  one.  To  be  respected  is  from  all  points  of  view 
more  profitable  than  to  be  notorious.  As  a  rule,  insured 
persons  will  not,  I  suppose,  choose  either  their  doctor  or 
their  chemist  till  they  require  his  services,  and  the  quali- 
ties which  attract  them  in  the  one  case  will  do  so  in  the 
other.  They  will  not  be  captured  by  a  sudden  display  of 
superficial  smartness  ;  a  reputation  for  good  work,  honestly 
earned  and  modestly  carried,  will  in  the  long  run  be  more 
attractive  than  the  blowing  of  trumpets.  We  shall  not  alto- 
gether cease  to  be  tradesmen,  but  what  I  have  just  said 
is  true  of  tradesmen  too,  and  it  is  certain  that  the  more 
nearly  our  business  approximates  to  the  professional 
standard  the  more  desirable  it  is  that  our  conduct  also 
should  accord  with  it. 
Mr.  Umney's  Remarks 

in  regard  to  the  relations  between 
chemists  and  -doctors  are  very  much  to  the  point.  We 
may  expect  to  hear  a  good  deal  of  critical  remarks  from 
doctors  in  regard  to  Insurance  dispensing,  but  this  will 
be  the  last  flare-up  before  they  enter  upon  the  Province 
of  Amity — that  territory  which,  in  all  countries  where 
doctors  prescribe  and  chemists  dispense,  is  the  meeting- 
ground  of  the  two  classes  of  practitioners.  While  I  sym- 
pathise with  the  need  of  lessons  in  the  art  of  prescribing, 
I  wonder  how  many  prescriptions  for  medicines  are  neces- 
sary for  a  general  practitioner  ?  In  my  experience  a  score 
is  enough  for  everyday  cases. 

The  Faker  gets  his  Chance 

when  pedantry  usurps  the 
place  of  common  sense  and  when  so-called  scientific 
standards  are  used  for  the  stifling  of  legitimate  trade. 
This  remark  is  called  forth  by  Mr.  Parry's  note  on  the 
standard  prescribed  for  asafetida  by  the  United  States 
Customs  authorities.  Personally  I  have  had  no  experi- 
ence of  the  analysis  of  gum  resins,  but  I  can  quite  easily 
understand  the  possibility  of  adjusting  or  faking  samples 
so  that  they  may  pass  the  lead-test.  It  is  a  serious  matter 
for  exporters  when  perfectly  genuine  drugs  are  rejected 
because  they  do  not  conform  to  impossible  standards — 


that  is,  standards  which  are  attainable  in  the  regular  way 
only  by  a  persistent  course  of  faking.  It  is  not  fair  to 
pick  out  the  elect  gum  and  on  the  results  obtained  there- 
from to  prescribe  a  standard  for  all  gum  offered.  Such 
a  course  can  only  lead  to  trickery,  and  the  Americans  will 
soon  find  that  it  is  their  own  commerce  and  reputation 
that  will  suffer  in  the  long  run. 

"Required  for  Illness" 

is  a  '"  large  order  "  that  may  perhaps 
be  held  to  have  covered  all  that  was  supplied  in  the 
Tue  Brook  case.  Most  people  have  some  "  old  com- 
plaint "  that  may  serve  as  an  excuse,  and  sometimes  as 
a  reason,  for  troubling  the  chemist  at  unseasonable  hours. 
One  is  reminded  of  Dean  Aldrich's  famous  "  Five  BJeasons 
for  Drinking  "  : 

Good  wine,  a  friend,  or  being  dry, 
Or  lest  we  should  be  by  and  by — 
Or  any  other  reason  why  ! 

These  are  not  precisely  applicable  to  pharmacy  under  the 
Shops  Act,  but  the  ingenuity  displayed  in  them  is  not 
confined  to  deans  or  to  drinkers ;  most  of  our  untimely 
customers  could  give  an  equal  number  as  good,  or  as  bad, 
for  disturbing  us.  But  certainly  when  there  is  no  obvious 
necessity  in  the  case  we  ought  to  ask  what  it  is.  'The  plea 
that  an  article  would  not  be  demanded  if  it  were  not 
really  needed  may  be  accepted  by  a  Magistrate  here  and 
there ;  but  urged  too  often,  it  might  fail.  It  would  un- 
doubtedly fail  with  one  who  knew  how  frivolous  are  the 
pretexts  on  which  people  occasionally  ring  the  night-bell. 
For  his  own  protection  the  pharmacist  should  have  a  more 
positive  defence  than  this,  and  no  one  ought  to  invite, 
or  appear  to  invite,  custom  during  closing  hours.  It  is 
not  unnatural  to  feel  annoyed  at  having  to  remain  on  the 
premises  and  get  no  return  for  it,  but  very  few  of  us 
have  any  real  occasion  to  do  this,  and  there  will  be  less 
and  less  occasion  as  time  goes  on.  Artificial  wants  will 
die  if  we  do  not  foster  them,  the  public  will  learn  to 
anticipate  their  real  wants,  and  we  shall  be  gainers  by  it. 
The  letter  of  your  correspondent  "  South  "  speaks  elo- 
quently of  what  we  have  already  gained,  but  we  shall 
ultimately  gain  financially  as  well ;  it  cannot  but  be  to  our 
advantage  that  people  should  learn  to  anticipate  wants 
that  may  never  arise. 

Humour  in  Advertising 

is,  as  Mr.  Courtenay  says,  a  large  sub- 
ject. It  is  also  a  difficult  one,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  however  much  a  joke  now  and  then  improves  a 
comic  paper,  it  is  usually  dangerous  in  an  advertisement. 
The  public,  generally  speaking,  is  a  dull  dog,  and  looks 
with  suspicion  on  the  jester.  Mr.  Labouchere's  humour 
is  said  to  have  kept  him  out  of  the  Cabinet,  and  Mr. 
G.  B.  Shaw  is  scarcely  yet  taken  seriously  by  many 
people.  Humour  is,  I  suspect,  even  more  of  a  hindrance 
in  business,  at  least  in  this  country,  where,  like  the  Scot 
in  the  story,  we  "  joak  wi'  deeficulty."  I  once  tried  a- 
mild  stroke  of  humour  in  an  advertisement,  hut  the 
result  was  disappointing.  A  man  had  complained  that 
the  pocket  had  been  torn  out  of  his  overcoat  by  a  horse 
in  attempting  to  get  at  a  packet  of  my  "  Condition 
Powder,"  whose  bouquet  had  excited  its  appetite.  I  at 
once  announced  in  the  local  paper  that  I  could  not  hold 
myself  responsible  for  damage  so  done,  but  would  gladly 
send  any  quantity  of  the  powder  to  any  address,  carriage 
paid.  Very  few  saw  the  joke ;  those  who  did  accused 
me  of  inventing  the  incident ;  some  thought  I  was  polling 
fun  at  a  worthy  man ;  and  though  my  sales  were  not 
appreciably  affected,  my  reputation  as  a  serious  person 
certainly  was.  Another  case  I  knew  was  that  of  a  grocer 
who  advertised  that  with  every  pound  of  3s.  tea  sold  he 
wrould  give  away  another  pound  of  the  same  tea.  Six 
months  afterwards  he  withdrew  the  offer,  explaining  that 
he  had  been  selling  2  lb.  of  one-and-sixpenny  tea  as,  an 
exposure  of  the  fraudulent  bonus  system.  Those  who 
believed  the  first  advertisement  were  not  undeceived  by 
the  second,  and  many  of  those  who  understood  thought 
the  transaction  dishonest.  These  are  not  perhaps  quite 
typical  cases,  but  they  illustrate  the  lack  of  intelligence 
with  which  the  humorist  has  to  reckon. 
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IANTA1 


DISINFECTANTS 


£5-8-0  net  orders  secure  Wholesale  Terms  and 
Free  Delivery,  showing  33^  per  cent,  profit  on  cost. 

SPLENDID  SELLING  LINES. 

OVER  100  ARTICLES  TO   SELECT  FROM. 

WELL  AND  CONTINUOUSLY  ADVERTISED. 


THE 


S ANITAS"  Co.,  Ltd.,  Limehouse,  London, E. 


J^mcoxjoiEAU  X  co; 

J^19  TIxymArkel .  London .  SVi 

IB  Importers-  and  Exporters  oj 


FRENCH  and  ai.  FOREIGN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


Price  List    on  ApplicaJion 

5peci&l   •  Export   '  Terms 

Foreign  •  Prescriptions 

^Diipenaed- for  -  Pharmaostv 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

m  S.V.R. 


.  Bnrrough  Ltd. 


D.I.  Cale  Distillery,  Hutto*  Komi, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


FRESH  BRAIN  EXTRACT 

in  the  treatment  of  Insanity,  as  per 
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Editorial  Articles. 


A  New  Epoch  in  Pharmacy. 

III.  Inauguration. 

The  conditions  under  which  Insurance  Act  dispensing  I 
chemists  is  launched  are  not  favourable  to  smool 
working.  Although  by  law  chemists  and  druggists  ha1 
for  forty-five  years  been  required  to  be  proficient  di 
pensers  of  medicine,  three-fourths  of  them  in  England  an 
Wales  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  keep  themselvi 
in  practice,  because  general  medical  practitioners  h.^ 
dispensed  their  own  prescriptions  and  denied  chemi6 
the  work.  It  would  not  be  surprising,  therefore,  if  in  tl 
first  instance  chemists  may  have  difficulty  in  adaptir 
themselves  to  the  new  conditions,  particularly  if  th* 
sacrifice  time  in  order  to  ensure  accuracy.  Besides,  owir 
to  the  nature  of  the  practice  of  medicine  in  England,  the 
are  many  areas  in  which  the  proportion  of  chemists  ' 
population  is  abnormally  low  even  for  England,  and 
mere  fraction  compared  with  Scotland,  where  the  pr 
portion  of  chemists  to  doctors  is  one  to  rarely  more  ths 
two.  In  some  parts  of  England,  especially  in  poor  di 
tricts  of  industrial  centres,  the  qualified  chemists  numb 
one  for  about  half-a-dozen  doctors.  Although  such  di 
parities  are  not  numerous,  they  exist,  and  some  dissati 
faction  in  the  pharmacy  service  would  not  be  surprisif 
in  the  first  instance.  Further,  the  medical  conditioi 
cannot  favour  smooth  working  of  the  new  system.  Mar 
practitioners — we  do  not  say  all — have  rarely  written  pr 
scriptions  ;  some  have  been  accustomed  to  prescribe  accon 
ing  to  their  hospital  experience,  or  combinations  read 
prepared  for  them,  which  required  little  knowledge  < 
the  art  of  prescribing.  Moreover,  they  are  suddenly  r 
quired  to  write  prescriptions  on  forms  and  in  a  methc 
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which  is  novel  to  English  medical  practice.  Although  the 
•scheme  of  triplicate  writing  of  insurance  prescriptions 
was  first  suggested  in  these  columns  by  a  contributor, 
we  are  no  more  enamoured  of  it  than  doctors  will  be, 
for  it  will  constitute  an  impediment  to  successful  in- 
auguration of  the  new  system.  Besides  these  drawbacks 
to  immediate  co-operation  between  prescribers  and  dis- 
pensers, sentimental  and  temperamental  considerations 
will  prejudice  prescribers  in  the  first  instance.  Doctors 
who  have  organisation  for  dispensing,  elementary  or  com- 
plete, are  bound  to  be  vexed  when  insured  persons  follow 
ordinary  patients  for  whom  they  .  dispense — all  the 
formality  of  getting  out  the  prescription  pad,  thinking 
out  a .  combination  for  the  insured  patient,  and  writing 
it  in  such  a  way  that  he  may  ,  be  sure  that  the  chemist 
will  not  laugh  at  him.  Other  matters  which  may  militate 
against  the  new  system  can  easily  be  imagined,  but  we 
see  no  reason  why  the  principle  which  has  governed  the 
insurance  Commissioners  hitherto  should  be  departed  from 
in  the  matter  of  dispensing — that  is,  to  go  ahead  and 
make  the  best  of  it.  Small  inconveniences  in  the  first 
instance  should  not  wreck  a  scheme  so  fruitful  of  benefit 
to  the  people  and  to  the  practice  of  medicine.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  dispensing  for  the  working-classes 
in  Scotland,  proportionately  equal  in  volume  to  what 
is  being  diverted  from  English  doctors  to  chemists,  has 
been  going  on  with  perfect  smoothness  during  the  past 
half-century.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  same  smooth- 
ness should  not  be  obtained  south  of  the  Border  in  a 
•comparatively  short  time.  We  therefore  regard  with 
■suspicion  expedients  which  are  designed  to  perpetuate 
floppy  prescribing  and  dispensing,  and  we  notice  that 
Mr.  Rowsell,  Chairman  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
"Committee  on  Insurance,  advises  chemists  not  to  encourage 
the  concentrated  mixture  type  of  prescribing.  It  will 
be  hard  to  root  out  this  custom  of  medical  practice,  but 
it  is  feared  that  such  prescriptions  may  not  carry  with 
them  the  dispensing  fee.  In  the  explanatory  statement 
to  medical  practitioners,  the  Insurance  Commissioners 
say  : 

In  many  public  institutions  it  has  been  found  convenient 
with  a  view  to  saving  time  in  prescribing  and  dispensing, 
and  therefore  with  a  view  to  economy,  to  adopt  a  list  of 
'formulae  for  mixtures  which  are  frequently  used.  This 
enables  the  doctor  to  write  a  single  expression  instead  of  a 
number  of  ingredients,  and  enables  the  dispenser  to  keep 
the  mixture  ready  made  up,  thus  saving  expense  in 
■dispensing.  It  is  possible  for  the  doctors  of  any  area  to 
agree  upon  a  number  of  such  formulae  which  the  chemists 
would  recognise  and  keep  in  stock,  and  which  would  be 
•included  in  the  local  drug-list. 

It  will  be  noted  that  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the 
County  of  London  Medical  Committee  will  be  to  compile 
a  pharmacopoeia  for  the  use  of  doctors  and  chemists.  We 
have  underlined  two  phrases  in  the  Commissioner's  state- 
ment, which  apparently  mean  that  no  dispensing  fee 
will  be  allowed  in  such  cases.  We  do  not  read  the  tariff 
•so,  for  in  respect  to  dispensing  charges  there  is  a  clear 
differentiation  between  liquid  medicines  and  solid  forms, 
as  there  ought  to  be,  because  in  the  case  of  liquids,  such 
as  concentrated  mixtures,  the  dispensing  necessarily  in- 
volves compounding,  for  which  a  dispensing  fee  is  the 
whole  essence  of  the  tariff.  It  is  allowed,  therefore,  in 
respect  to  all  liquid  preparations,  but  not  for  pills,  cap- 
sules, powders,  tablets,  ointments,  suppositories,  and 
plasters  not  compounded  at  the  time  of  dispensing.  Thus  : 
Lotio.  hydrarg.  flav.    Sviij. 

Sig.  :  The  affected  parts  to  be  bathed  morning  and 
evening. 

The  charge  is  6d.,  2d.  of  this  being  the  dispensing  fee. 
The  question  of  fees  for  night -work,  and  generally  for 


dispensing  at  times  when  shops  are  shut,  has  not  been 
disposed  of.  The  Commissioners  have  disallowed  such 
fees  in  a  few  instances,  but  it  is  important  to  notice  that 
this  has  not  been  laid  down  as  a  principle.  It  is  most 
desirable  for  all  concerned — chemists,  doctors,  and  the 
public — that  there  should  be  some  check  upon  late  work, 
while  ensuring  ready  service  in  urgent  cases.  We  expect 
that  when  Insurance  Committees,  medical  committees, 
and  pharmaceutical  committees  come  together,  this  ques- 
tion will  be  satisfactorily  arranged,  a  fee  of  7>d.  to  6rf. 
being  allowed,  according  to  the  conditions;  in  fact,  later 
reports  show  that  such  fees  are  being  allowed.  Of  course, 
chemists  should  not  overlook  the  fact  that  these  fees  come 
out  of  the  money  allocated  for  medicines,  and  anything 
above  Is.  6d.  per  capita  is  of  as  much  interest  to  pre- 
scribers as  to  chemists.  These  considerations  look  a  great 
deal  more  important  than  they  will  be  ultimately.  Night- 
dispensing  is  uncommon  in  places  where  the  dispensing  is 
done  by  chemists,  doctors  being  in  the  habit  of  giving 
relief  until  the  morning,  and  writing  night-prescriptions 
in  the  most  urgent  cases  only.  Still,  English  doctors  are 
now  making  a  strong  point  of  the  need  for  ready  service 
at  all  times  (a  twenty-four  hours'  service  has  been  urged 
by  some),  and  it  is  the  business  of  chemists  to  give  it. 
Many  things  must  happen  before  the  medical  benefit 
arrangements  work  smoothly,  and  we  dare  say  that  none 
know  better  than  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and 
the  Insurance  Commissioners  that  a  good  deal  of  latitude 
must  be  allowed.  Men  are  imperfect,  and  the  methods 
are  novel ;  but  when  it  is  seen  that  the  men  as  a  body 
are  striving  to  work  the  methods  to  the  best  of  their 
ability  there  can  be  little  risk  of  present  principles  being 
departed  from. 

The  Highlands  and  Islands. 

Rarely  is  so  pathetic  a  document  presented  to  Parlia- 
ment as  that  which  has  been  submitted  during  the  past 
week  by  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  instance  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  regarding  medical  service 
in  the  sparsely  populated  districts  of  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland.  The  land  of  the  mountain  and  the 
flood  will  have  a  new  interest  to  our  legislators  when 
they  come  to  construct  remedies  for  the  appalling  lack 
of  attention  in  the  treatment  of  human  ailments  which 
this  report  embodies.  Unlike  the  sparsely  populated  dis- 
tricts of  Ireland,  there  are  no  dispensaries  in  the  High- 
lands and  Islands,  no  adequate  organisation  for  medical 
relief,  and  the  National  Insurance  Act  must  be  inopera- 
tive in  many  parts,  so  far  as  medical  benefit  is  con- 
cerned, because  the  financial  provisions  are  utterly  in- 
adequate. Generalising  the  results  of  the  inquiry  in  the 
broadest  manner,  we  may  say  that  in  the  districts  dealt 
with  human  inhabitants  live  at  remote  distances  from 
medical  men  and  the  bases  of  supply,  60  that  when  serious 
illness  or  the  need  for  trained  medical  assistance  occurs 
(as  in  confinements)  the  distance  to  be  travelled  in  calling 
a  doctor,  the  time  occupied  in  bringing  him,  and  the 
cost  of  the  service  reduce  the  possibility  of  such  assist- 
ance to  vanishing-point.  The  result  is  that  many  people 
die  who  should  not ;  illnesses  which  are  temporary  in 
town  dwellings  linger  through  painful  days  in  these 
Highland  cots  until  death  relieves  the  sufferers ;  and  even 
the  medical  men  struggle  to  live  on  incomes  varying  from 
15s.  to  3Z.  a  week.  The  conditions  foster  primitive  and 
ignorant  methods  of  treatment,  including  "cures  "  which 
were  in  vogue  centuries  ago,  besides  self-medication,  as 
well  as  the  use  of  proprietary  medicines  which  are  said  to 
be  cheaper  than  calling  in  a  doctor.    Reduced  to  their 
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simplest  proportions,  the  conditions  rev.eo.led  by  the  report 
show  a  combination  of  social,  economic,  and  geographical 
difficulties  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  which  demands 
special  treatment.  The  supreme  interest  of  the  docu- 
ment is  social,  but  the  conditions  have  been  remedied  else- 
where in  the  realm  by  legislation,  and  there  is  every  reason 
to  suppose  that  something  will  be  done  soon  to  improve 
the  conditions.  We  reported  the  hearings  of  the  Com- 
mittee from  time  to  time,  especially  when  chemists  gave 
evidence,  and  may  supplement  these  reports  with  what 
is  now  said  by  the  Committee  in  regard  to  pharmaceutical 
matters.  Referring  to  substitutes  for  medical  atten- 
dance, they  say  : 

An  interesting  and  not  unimportant  type  of  evidence, 
indicating  inadequacy  of  medical  attendance,  is  the  brisk 
trade  in  patent  medicines  which  has  developed  in  recent 
years,  and  more  particularly  in  the  case  of  quack  medicine 
of  American  manufacture.  This  is  explained  by  one  witness 
as  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Americans  are  more  expert 
advertisers  than  the  British.  We  are  told  that  the  quantity 
of  such  medicine  sold  is  much  more  than  that  supplied  on 
a  doctor's  prescription.  Mr.  Cairnie,  chemist,  Thurso,  who 
puts  the  proportion  as  high  as  five  to  one,  on  being  asked 
as  to  whether  the  want  of  doctors  in  the  various  districts 
induced  the  people  to  doctor  themselves  by  the  use  of  patent 
medicines,  replied,  "  Yes,  far  too  much.  It  is  much  cheaper 
to  buy  patent  medicine  than  to  send  for  a  doctor.  In  many 
cases  the  distances  are  so  great  that  they  must  hesitate 
before  they  send."  This  practice  of  self-doctoring  is 
increasing. 

Ideas  in  regard  to  the  increased  use  of  patent  medicines 
sometimes  are  wide  of  the  mark.  Reference  to  our  Diary 
table,  p.  462,  will  show  that  there  has  been  no  general 
increase  in  sales  except  in  those  that  are  made  in  Scot- 
land. We  presume  that  this  is  not  accounted  for  by 
the  Highlands  and  Islands.  As  regards  the  provision  of 
medicines  and  medical  appliances,  a  long  statement  is 
made,  which  we  summarise  : 

The  conveyance  of  medicines  and  medical  appliances  is 
attended  with  difficulties.  In  many  localities  there  is  no 
regular  druggist,  and  consequently  the  doctor  must  himself 
maintain  a  supply  of  drugs  and  medical  appliances. 
Doctors  and  druggists  said,  as  witnesses,  that  no  other 
arrangement  was  possible,  but  doctors  may  find  difficulty  in 
keeping  sufficient  stock.  In  the  more  populous  localities  the 
drugs  are  usually  provided  by  a  local  druggist.  But  even 
here  the  doctors  occasionally  dispense  their  own  prescrip- 
tions, leaving  only  a  proportion  of  them  to  the  chemists, 
who  usually  undertake  to  have  the  medicine  conveyed  to 
the  patient.  There  is  some  evidence  by  druggists  to  indi- 
cate that  the  dispensing  of  drugs  by  doctors  is 
regarded  as  more  or  less  an  encroachment  on  the 
druggists'  proper  sphere;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  it  was 
admitted  that  so-called  "  counter-prescribing  "  and  advice 
by  druggists  were  not  uncommon.  Most  of  the  medical 
witnesses  expressed  their  preference  for  having  their  pre- 
scriptions dispensed  by  a  properly  qualified  druggist.  In 
various  parishes,  in  order  to  save  delay  in  the  conveyance  of 
drugs,  small  depots  of  suitable  drugs  had  been  established. 
Several  witnesses  suggested  that  local  depots  for  drugs  were 
very  desirable,  but  it  was  admitted  that  they  were  suitable 
only  for  the  less  perishable  and  less  expensive  drugs.  In 
other  localities  the  doctor  maintained  a  small  dispensary, 
which  he  visited  periodically,  and  where  patients  came  for 
advice  and  medicines.  From  the  patients'  point  of  view  the 
arrangement  seemed,  as  a  rule,  to  work  satisfactorily,  but 
it  did  not  find  much  favour  with  the  majority  of  the  doctors. 
They  seemed  to  consider  that  the  trouble  and  expense  01 
maintaining  a  room  and  supply  of  drugs  were  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  convenience  and  remuneration.  Some  of 
them,  however,  were  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  desirable 
to  utilise  the  school-house  or  similar  institution  as  a  centre 
for  keeping  drugs  and  for  meeting  patients  on  occasion. 
Several  witnesses  referred  to  the  delay  in  the  delivery  of 
medicine.  The  provision  of  cottage  hospitals  at  convenient 
centres  would,  however,  largely  meet  the  difficulties  as  to 
prompt  delivery  of  medicine,  and  there  seems  no  reason  why 
the  doctor  might  not  have  a  chest  containing  a  small  stock 
of  the  more  important  medicines  conveyed  on  his  motor-car. 
It  is  clear  that  the  difficulties  in  the  provision  and  convey- 
ance of  drugs  and  in  the  disproportionate  use  of  proprietary 
medicines  (referred  to  elsewhere)  impair  the  efficiency  of  the 
medical  service  in  many  of  the  sparsely  populated  localities". 


In  administering  the  Government  grant  suggested  in  this 
report  it  would  be  proper  for  the  authorities  concerned  to 
exercise  such  supervision  and  control  as  would  be  open  to 
them  over  the  standard  and  quality  of  the  medicines  and 
appliances  supplied,  as  is  done  under  the  Irish  dispensary 
system. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  cottage  hospitals 
should  be  erected  at  various  convenient  centres,  and  of 
such  a  size  as  to  accommodate  from  two  to  four  patients.- 
with  a  nurse  and  necessary  assistance,  and  to  provide  a, 
local  dispensary  for  the  doctor;  and  that  the  provision 
of  tuberculosis  hospitals,  particularly  in  the  larger  islands, 
should  receive  special  consideration.  If  this  recommenda- 
tion is  carried  out  the  Irish  dispensary  system  will  be 
duplicated,  and  this  is  not  free  from  disadvantages.  It 
would  be  premature  to  criticise,  but  future  action  in  the 
matter  should  be  closely  watched. 


Medical  Benefit  for  Ireland. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  John  Redmond  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  stated  last  week  that  he  proposes  to  appoint 
a  representative  committee  to  consider  the  question  of 
extending  medical  benefit  to  Ireland.  In  the  meantime 
the  Government  will  submit  proposals  for  a  grant  of 
50.000?.  towards  expenses  incurred  in  Ireland  in  connec- 
tion with  the  National  Insurance  Act  in  consequence  of 
the  absence  of  medical  benefit  in  that  country. 

A  Momentous  Birthday. 

We  received  on  Wednesday  forenoon  a  telegram  which 
we  reproduce  : 


POST   OFFICE  ..TELEGRAPHS. 


10/25  INVERNESS  22 


TO 


THIS  MOST  LETi  £I>tiU12i  kli;  : 


Wt  .  -  CHEIV  l-CUS  CANNON  LDN 
1  =  VIANY  HAPOV  RETURNS  OF  THE  DAY  BUT  ARE  *'E 
1  IN  THE  SUNN  INS  FOR  THE  VICTORIA  CROSS  ?  . 
?  W=  HI&HLAND  HEATHER  .+ 


The  subtle  Scots  wit  assumes  that  chemists  on  Wednes- 
day entered  upon  deeds  of  valour  by  undertaking  Insur- 
ance dispensing  at  tariff  rates. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

BEAraioxT,  E..  and  Leathaet.  P.  AT.,  Montague  House- 
Crystal  Palace  Road,  and  Gatestone  Road,  Upper  Nor- 
wood, medical  practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Beaumont 
&  Leathart. 

Holhotde,  J.,  Shellet.  A.,  and  Barnes,  H.  A.,  Rochester 
and  Chatham,  surgeons  and  apothecaries,  under  the  style 
of  Holroydc,  Shelley  &  Barnes;  so  far  as  regards  J. 
Holroyde. 

Odhaiis.  G.  F..  and  Fox.  R,  J.,  Norwich,  general  medical 
practitioners,  under  the  style  of  Odhams  &  Fox. 

Pedleh,  G.  H..  and  Rowlands.  M.  J.,  Knightsbridge,  sur- 
geons, under  the  style  of  Pedler  &  Rowlands. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 


Dispensing  and  Drug  Arrangements. 

Included  here  are  reports  of  chemists'  meetings  regarding 
the  dispensing  arrangements  and  terms  under  Section  15 
■of  the  National  Insurance  Act,  together  with  annotations 
on  matters  germane  thereto.  For  reports  on  the  first  day's 
■dispensing  {January  15)  see  the  Coloured  Supplement. 

Aberdeenshire.  —The  Medical  Sub-committee  of  the 
County  Insurance  Committee  conferred  with  a  deputation 
from  "chemists,  who  protested  against  the  drug-tariff  on 
the  ground  that  many  of  the  charges  are  wholly  inade- 
quate.— In  Aberdeen  Burgh  practically  the  whole  of  the 
chemists  applied  to  be  placed  on  the  dispensing  panel,  so  it 
was  reported  at  the  Medical  Sub-committee's  meeting  last 
■week. 

Birkenhead.  —  The  dispensing  panel  contains  forty-three 
chemists'  and  companies'  names  and  five  branches. 

Blackpool.— Mr.  D.  J.  Bailey  presided  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Pharmacists'  Association  on 
January  10,  thirteen  other  members  being  present.  Mr. 
Tattersall,  who  has  acquired  the  business  of  Mr.  Watson, 
Warbreck  Road,  was  elected  a  member.  The  President 
stated  that  the  concessions  granted  by  the  Insurance  Medical 
Sub-committee,  which  were  embodied  in  the  agreements 
-signed  by  the  members  of  the  Association  accepting  service 
under  the  Insurance  Act,  had  not  been  confirmed  by  the 
Commissioners.  It  was  decided  to  recommend  members 
to  carry  out  their  agreements,  but  at  the  same  time  to  bring 
all  the  pressure  possible  to  bear  upon  the  Commissioners  in 
the  endeavour  to  secure  more  just  treatment.  The  hours 
■of  dispensing  remain  as  agreed  upon,  but  the  offer  of  the 
local  Insurance  Committee  to  pay  for  medicine-bottles  is 
not  allowed  to  stand,  nor  is  the  shilling  special  fee  for  dis- 
pensing after  the  hours  fixed  for  the  evening. 

Bolton.— A  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Pharmacists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  on  J anuary  9,  Mr.  W.  R.  Blain  (President)  in 
the  chair.  It  was  reported  that  all  the  local  chemists 
bave  agreed  to  the  drug-tariff,  and  that  district  panels 
are  amply  served  by  qualified  chemists.  It  was  decided  not 
to  exhibit  lists  of  doctors  in  pharmacies.  The  question  of 
dispensing  hours  was  left  to  be  arranged  with  the  medical 
men.  A  combined  advertisement  was  arranged  for  in  the 
local  papers,  giving  the  names  of  qualified  chemists  on  the 
panel.  The  Insurance  Committee  are  supplying  notices 
lor  exhibition  in  shops  intimating  that  the  chemist  has 
entered  into  a  contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs.  The  dis- 
pensing panel  comprises  twenty-six  Bolton,  three  Farn- 
-worth,  one  Westhoughton,  one  Little  Hulton,  and  one  Little 
Lever  chemists.  The  Association  has  arranged  to  run  an 
-advertisement  in  the  two  local  papers,  giving  the  names  of 
all  the  members  on  the  panel  in  Bolton  district.  The  adver- 
tisement will  run  for  a  week. 

Bradford.  —The  official  drug  panels  contain  the  names 
and  addresses  of  (a)  sixty-two  chemists  and  companies, 
(6)  nine  persons  who  cannot  supply  poisons,  and  (c)  an 
approved  institution.  The  first  list,  includes  the  name  of 
Wiliam  Lord,  for  the  City  of  Bradford  Co-operative  Society, 
Ltd.  Four  of  the  leading  pharmacists  in  the  city  have  not 
gone  on  the  panel. 

Brighton.— It  has  been  agreed  that  a  fee  of  "id.  will  be 
"paid  for  each  prescription  dispensed  after  9  p.m. 

Caithness.  — At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
-January  11  the  Chairman  said  the  committee  hoped  they 
would  be  able  to  arrange  for  the  payment  of  chemists  for 
drugs  on  capitation  grant,  which  would  save  a  great  deal 
of  trouble  to  the  committee  as  well  as  meet  the  wishes  of 
the  chemists.  It  is  expected  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Insur- 
ance Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Committees  the  question 
of  the  reserved  sixpence  will  be  dealt  with. 

Cardiganshire. -Six  Aberystwyth,  two  Borth,  one  Xew 
"Quay,  two  Aberayron,  two  Cardigan,  one  Llanybyther,  one 
Lampeter,  two  Llandyssul,  one  Newcastle  Emlyn,  and  one 
Tregaron  chemists  have  gone  on  the  dispensing  panel. 

Cheshire.  —  Four  or  five  physiologically  standardised 
drug3  on  the  tariff  are  to  be  starred,  and  a  list  is  to  be 
prepared  of  drug3  not  included  in  the  tariff,  to  be  based  on 
the  same  scale  as  those  already  included  in  the  tariff. 

Chesterfield.— A  meeting  of  the  Chesterfield  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  on  January  14  at  the  Hotel  Portland 
Mr.  George  Wright  in  the  chair.  There  were  ten  members 
present  and  Mr.  J.  H.  Toplis  (Hon.  Secretary).  A  discus- 
sion took  place  regarding  the  unprofitable  nature  of  several 
proprietary  medicines,  and  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
•write  to  the  different  firms  about  the  "matter.  Mr.  S.  C 
Greaves  reported  on  the  meeting  of  chemists  with  the  Derby- 


shire Insurance  Committee.  A  meeting  is  to  be  arranged  at 
an  early  date  between  the  Chesterfield  chemists  and  doctors. 
In  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  insured  persons  on  Wed- 
nesday evenings  (closing  day)  and  Sunday  evenings,  the 
Chesterfield  chemists  have  arranged  to  take  duty  in  turn, 
a  notice  being  exhibited  directing  the  insured  person  to  the 
chemist  on  duty.  The  same  arrangement  will  be  made  in 
case  a  later  hour  of  closing  is  found  necessary  during  the 
weekdays.  It  was  decided  to  place  an  advertisement  in  the 
local  papers  of  the  names  of  local  chemists  who  are  on  the 
panel. 

Coventry.  —  The  dispensing  panel  includes  nineteen  estab- 
lishments, three  being  of  companies  and  one  a  Provident 
Dispensary. 

Devonport,  —  The  Town  Council  have  elected  Mrs. 
Broom,  wife  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Broom,  dispensing  chemist, 
Fore  Street,  Devonport,  as  a  member  of  the  Insurance 
Committee. 

Devonport. — A  meeting  of  the  Devonport  Pharmaceutical 
Insurance  Committee  was  held  on  January  13.  The  Presi- 
dent of  the  Three  Towns  Association  (Mr.  A.  J.  Ancliffe) 
occupied  the  chair.  There  were  also  present  seven  members 
and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  F.  W.  Broom).  Discussion  took 
place  regarding  the  fee  for  dispensing,  and  it  was  agreed 
not  to  ask  for  the  additional  fee  for  the  present,  and  the 
following  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  Medical 
Insurance  Committee  : 

'"'  That  only  prescriptions  marked  '  Urgent '  by  the  doctors  should 
be  dispensed  after  8  p.m.  that  night:  other  prescriptions  not  so 
marked  to  be  dispensed  next  morning  if  handed  in  after  8  p.m." 
It  was  also  decided  that  an  agreement  be  drawn  up  "  to 
support  the  copyright  of  doctors'  prescriptions." 

Doncaster.  — A  meeting  of  the  Doncaster  Association  of 
Pharmacists  was  held  at  the  Albany  Hotel  on  January  7, 
the  President  (Mr.  W.  E.  Plant)  in  the  chair.  There  were 
also  present  fourteen  members  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr. 
Harry  W.  Stiles).  A  discussion  took  place  on  National 
Insurance  Act  dispensing,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
following  dispensing  offer  made  by  the  local  medical  men  : 

"  That  the  doctors  should  do  all  the  dispensing  after  8  p.m.  at 
might,  1  p.m.  Thursdays,  all  Sundays  and  Bank  holidays,  including 
finding  their  own  drags,  and  in  consideration  for  which  they 
were  to  receive  the  whole  of  the  6d.,  while  the  chemists  were  paid 
pro  rata  out  of  the  Is.  fid." 

As  this  suggestion  seemed  to  commend  itself  to  the  majority 
of  those  present,  the  following  were  chosen  to  represent  the 
chemists  in  conference  with  the  local  Medical  Sub-com- 
mittee :  The  President  and  Secretary  and  Messrs.  M.  H. 
Stiles  and  F.  G.  Perkins.  The  West  Riding  Committee 
have  since  approved  the  proposed  ai-rangements. 

Dudley.  —The  tariff  as  a  whole  has  been  accepted. 
Dundee.  —All  the  chemists  in  business  have  gone  on  the 
dispensing  panel.  Messrs.  Johnston  &  Adams  have  ab- 
stained. Three  firms  are  on  the  panel  to  supply  appliances 
only.  All  the  doctors  are  on  the  medical  panel  except 
twelve,  mostly  consultants.  One  of  these  is  Dr.  R.  C.  Buist. 
who  recently  resigned  from  the  Council  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  because  of  his  disapproval  of  its  policy. 
The  following  useful  statement  is  made  in  the  Insurance 
Committee's  list  (a  four-page  octavo)  : 

In  order  to  get  attendance  and  treatment  from  a  doctor  on  the 
list,  these  are  the  step6  which  you  should  take: 

Get  an  application,  form  from  any  officer  of  Customs  and  Excise, 
any  chemist  in  your  neighbourhood,  the  Secretary  of  your  approved 
society,  or  the  undersigned. 

Fill  it  in,  and  take  or  send  it  to  the  doctor  before  February  15. 
1913.  After  that  date  the  Committee  will  proceed  to  assign  to 
doctors  on  the  list  any  insured  persons  who  have  not  filled  up  an 
application. 

Any  insured  persons  falling  ill  and  requiring  medical  treatment 
before  he  or  she  has  been  duly  placed  on  a  doctor's  list  will  be 
entitled,  on  production  of  the  medical  ticket,  to  obtain  treatment 
from  any  doctor  on  the.  list,  subject  to  the  doctor's  consent.  The 
doctor  to  whom  the  ticket  is  produced  will,  by  "endorsing  the 
ticket,  accept  the  insured  person  as  his  patient. 

Dunoon.  — The  local  chemists  have  refused  to  join  the 
dispensing  panel. 

Eastbourne. —  Twenty-four  chemists'  establishments  are 
on  the  panel. 

Essex.—  The  dispensing  panel  is  made  up  of  :  Southend- 
on-Sea,  36 ;  East  Ham.  28 :  Leyton,  21 ;  Walthamstow  and 
Chingford.  17 ;  Ilford.  15 ;  Colchester,  Lexden,  and  Winstree, 
11 ;  Tendring,  11 ;  Orsett.  7 ;  Epping.  6  ;  Wanstead  and  Wood- 
ford, Stanstead  and  Saffron  Walden,  Romford.  Maldon. 
and  Braintree,  5  each :  Barking,  4 ;  Chelmsford  (Urban  and 
Rural).  Billericay  and  Halstead.  Belchamp  and  Bump- 
stead.  3  each ;  Waltham.  Holy  Cross,  and  Dunmow,  2  each ; 
and  Ongar,  1 ;   altogether,  195. 

Exeter.— Mr.  T.  C.  Milton  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Exeter  Association  of  Pharmacists  held  at  his  residence  on 
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January  13,  ten  other  members  being  present.    The  Presi- 
dent spoke  in  appreciation  of  the  late  Mr.  Henry  Gadd, 
J. P.,  and  on  his  motion,  seconded  by  Mr.  J.  Hinton  Lake, 
it  was  resolved  that  a  record  of  the  loss  should  be  entered 
on  the  minutes.     Mr.  Vinden  (Secretary)  reported  receipt 
from  the  Cardiff  Association  of  a  letter  suggesting  that 
certain  firms  should  be  approached  with  a  view  to  getting 
their  preparations  on  the  P.A.T.A.  list.    It  was  decided  to 
defer  consideration  till  the  next  meeting.    The  President 
reported  on  the  result  of  the  action  of  the  sub-committee  in 
regard  to  the  formation  of  a  dispensing  panel  for  the 
city.    The  matter  had  been  put  through  in  a  most  satis- 
factory manner.    The  tariff  had  been  accepted,   and  the 
terms  for  overtime  had  also  been  accepted.    In  the  course 
of  other  remarks,   he  suggested  that  Insurance  prescrip- 
tions should  be  filed  in  the  order  of  their  money  value, 
Tather  than  according  to  the  class  of  medicines.  For 
example,  all  prescriptions  priced  at  bd.  would  be  put  to- 
gether, whether  they  were  for  mixtures,  pills,  ointments, 
or  any  other  class.    Mr.  Rowsell  proposed  that  a  letter 
should  be  written  to  the  doctors  forming  the  medical  panel 
for  Exeter,  asking  them  to  meet  the  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittee for  the  city  in  order  that  the  present  position  might 
be  mutually  considered.    The  proposal  was  agreed  to.  It 
was  suggested  that  some  of  the  doctors  on  the  panel  might 
like  to  prescribe  Stock  Mixtures,  and  that  perhaps  a  short 
local  Pharmacopoeia  might  be  compiled  for  that  purpose. 
Mr.  Rowsell,  however,  explained  that  this  would  be  sub- 
versive of  the  whole  system,  and  that  pharmacists  had  better 
explain  to  the  medical  men  that  only  prescriptions  written 
in  full  could  be  dispensed.  He  added,  with  reference  to  extra 
prices  for  Medicines  Supplied  after  Hours,  that  owing  to 
the  high  prices  asked  by  some  chemists  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,   the   Commissioners   at   first  declined  to 
sanction  any  extra  remuneration  for  after-hours,  but  on 
further  representations  being  made  to  them  they  were  pre- 
pared to  sanction  a  reasonable  extra  charge  in  cases  when 
the  prescriptions  were  marked  "Urgent."    It  was  decided 
to  notify  the  Exeter  Insurance  Committee  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  following  as  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee  for 
the  city:  The  President,  Messrs.  F.  W.  Vinden,  P.  F.  Row- 
sell,  J.  H.  Lake,  J.  Harris,  and  H.  W.  Gadd.    A  circular 
received  from  the  Local  Associations  Committee  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  was  also  discussed. 

Falkirk.  —Sixteen  chemists  and  appliance-makers  have 
joined  the  panels.  The  doctors  have  arranged  that  all  pre- 
scriptions given  by  them  should  bear  the  date  and  hour 
when  they  are  issued,  in  order  that  the  chemists  may  know 
whether  prescriptions  handed  in  for  dispensing  after  8  p.m. 
are  for  emergency  cases. 

Flfesblre.  —  Mr.  Thos.  Yule  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
chemists  of  Cowdenbeath,  Lochgelly,  Kelty,  and  Cardenden 
at  Lochgelly  on  January  8.  Private  matters  were  mostly 
dealt  with,  together  with  the  supplying  of  medicines  for  the 
miners'  wives  and  families. 

Gatesbead-on-Tyne.  -At  a  meeting  of  the  Gateshead 
Chemists'  Association  on  January  9  the  business  was  the 
fixing  of  the  hours  for  Insurance  dispensing.  It  was  agreed 
that  9  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  be  for  weekdays,  9  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  and 
from  7  to  8  p.m.  on  Wednesdays.  Public  holidays  to  be  the 
same  as  Sundays,  but  for  the  latter  no  arrangement  was 
come  to,  it  being  left  to  the  Hon.  Secretary  to  interview 
the  doctors  to  see  what  they  thought  would  be  necessary. 

Glamorgan. — A  deputation  from  the  Glamorgan  Valleys 
Chemists'  Association,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Daniel  Arnott 
(Pontypridd)  (President),  Jones  (Penrhiwceiber),  and  W. 
Oswal  Davies  (Secretary),  waited  upon  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Aberdare  Valleys  district  of  the  South  Wales 
Miners'  Federation,  on  January  8,  with  reference  to  separat- 
ing the  dispensing  of  drugs  from  prescribing  (see  C.  &  D., 
January  11,  index  folio  54).  The  deputation  was  cordially 
received,  and,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  upon  affairs, 
Mr.  Arnott  emphasised  the  feasibility  of  the  mining  fra- 
ternity in  those  parts  adopting  the  scheme  for  supplying 
medicines  to  the  uninsured  members  of  a  family  on  a 
poundage  system.  The  doctor  would  be  given  a  specific  fee 
for  attending  on  a  family,  with  the  reservation  of  a  sum  to 
meet  the  expenditure  incurred  with  chemists,  who  would 
undertake  under  such  arrangements  to  supply  the  medicines 
and  appliances  required  for  the  uninsurable  individuals  at 
the  same  tariff  as  supplies  were  made  to  the  insured  per- 
sons. Mr.  W.  Oswal  Davies  also  commented  upon  the  posi- 
tion. A  question  regarding  isolated  areas  where  no  chemists 
carry  on  business  having;  been  replied  to,  the  deputation 
was  thanked. — By  invitation,  the  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  North  Glamorgan  Chemists'  Association  (Messrs. 
H.  M.  Lloyd  and  R.  P.  Rees)  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Dowlais  Colliery  workmen  on  Sunday  afternoon  in  regard 
to  the  proposed  scheme  of  pharmacy  service  to  wives  and 
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children  of  insured  persons.  A  resolution  approving  of  trie 
principle  of  obtaining  medicines  from  chemists  was  adopted. 
— At  a  meeting  of  the  Glamorgan  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee at  Cardiff  on  January  13,  Dr.  D.  J.  Morgan  asked 
what  steps  were  being  taken  to  see  that  the  drugs  supplied, 
were  up  to  the  proper  standard.  Councillor  Arnott  pointed 
out  that  chemists  came  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  and  their  inspectors  could  call  on  them  at  any  time 
and  take  samples.  The  doctors,  however,  were  not  so  called 
upon.  It  was  decided  to  write  to  the  Welsh  Insurance 
Commissioners,  asking  what  steps  are  being  taken  to  see 
that  the  drugs  supplied  are  up  to  standard. 

Great  Yarmouth.— The  first  meeting  in  the  new  year 
of  the  Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association  was  held 
at  156  King  Street  on  January  2,  Mr.  W.  G.  Poll  presiding 
over  an  attendance  of  eight.  The  Secretary  reported  on 
the  negotiations  with  the  Insurance  Committee,  and  the 
situation  was  well  discussed.  A  further  meeting  was  held 
on  Wednesday,  January  8,  when  it  was  stated  that  prac- 
tically all  those  eligible  locally  have  had  their  names  placed 
on  the  chemists'  panel. 

Halifax.  —The  drug  and  appliance  panels  in  this  district 
bear  nine  Halifax  names,  ten  Lancaster,  and  three  Sowerbv 
Bridge. 

Herts.  —The  Insurance  Committee  has  agreed  with  the 
East  and  West  Herts  Provisional  Medical  Committees  that 
in  cases  where  practitioners  supply  drugs  and  appliances- 
the  capitation-fee  for  drugs  to  be  paid  to  practitioners  re- 
presenting three-seventeenths  of  the  amount  available  for 
the  medical  benefit  of  an  insured  person,  together  with  any 
sum  which  may  be  payable  in  any  year  from  the  Drug 
Suspense  Fund  to  the  Drug  Fund  in  respect  of  each  person 
on  a  panel  list.  The  Chai-man  explained  that  the  doctors 
would  get  7s.  for  medical  attendance  without  drugs,  and 
Is.  bd.  for  the  supply  of  drugs  in  rural  districts.  If  the  re- 
maining sixpence  was  not  spent  in  drugs  it  would  be  shared 
among  the  doctors.  Miss  Marnham  asked  whether  there 
would  be  any  supervision  as  to  the  quality  of  the  drugs 
supplied  by  the  chemists,  and  the  Clerk  replied  that  they 
were  looked  up  occasionally  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts.  The  Clerk  reported  that  agreements  had  been 
made  with  seventy-five  chemists  and  druggists  in  the  county. 

Hltcbln.— A  meeting  of  the  Hitchin  Division  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  on  January  9.  Mr.  F.  W. 
Cannon  (Baldock)  was  in  the  chair,  and  eleven  members- 
were  present.  The  Secretary  (Mr.  J.  M.  Clouting)  re- 
ported on  the  formation  of  the  County  Association,  and 
referring  to  the  drug  tariff  said  it  would  be  best  to  defer 
criticism  until  some  experience  has  been  obtained  of  its 
working.  A  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  to  Messrs.  Bennion 
and  Barber,  of  Watford,  for  their  work  in  connection  with 
organisation  in  the  Parliamentary  divisions  of  the  county. 

Zpswlcb. —  A  meeting  of  the  Ipswich  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion was  held  at  the  Great  White  Horse  Hotel  on  January  9. 
the  Vice-President  (Mr.  J.  C.  Wiggin)  in  the  chair.  Ar- 
rangements made  with  the  East  Suffolk  and  Ipswich  Insur- 
ance Committees  were  reported,  as  also  were  arrangements 
made  with  the  Medical  Sub-committee  to  issue  a  local  for- 
mulary. A  special  committee  was  appointed  to  deal  with 
all  matters  in  connection  with  State  Insurance.  A  resolution 
was  passed  "  That  the  Ipswich  chemists  refrain  from  can- 
vassing or  advertising  Insurance  dispensing  by  means  of 
handbill  or  newspaper."  It  was  decided  to  hold  the  fourth 
annual  dinner  on  April  9,  the  arrangements  being  left  to 
the  committee. 

Lancaster  and  District. —The  panel  of  chemists  for 
No.  2  area  contains  the  name:  of  one  Carnforth,  ten  Lan- 
caster, and  seven  Morecambe  chemists. 

Xieeds.  —City  chemists  received  on  January  13  frojn  the 
Local  Insurance  Committee  copies  of  the  tariff,  as  finally 
agreed  upon  by  the  committee  and  the  representatives  of 
the  chemists.  It  is  practically  the  same  as  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Standing  Committee's,  the  alterations  being  those  re- 
ported in  the  C.  <£  D.  last  week  (index  folio  54). 
Leith.—  Sixty-four  chemists  are  now  on  the  panel. 
Liverpool.  —  The  majority  of  city  chemists  have  gone  on 
the  dispensing  panel.  1  The  suburban  chemists  have  joined 
"to  a  man."  One  or  two  unqualified  drug-vendors  have 
also  gone  on.  The  representative  of  a  London  house  has 
got  his  name  on  the  "  panel."  A  copy  of  the  local  panel 
of  doctors  has  been  forwarded  by  the  Town  Clerk  to  each 
chemist.  The  notice  as  to  the  supply  of  drugs,  appliances, 
etc.,  has  been  received  by  each  chemist  from  the  Insurance 
Committees  of  Liverpool  and  of  the  County  of  Lancaster. 

London.  —The  lists  of  medical  practitioners  and  chemists 
who  have  entered  into  agreements  under  the  National  In- 
surance Act  with  the  Insurance  Committee  for  the  County 
of  London  make  a  book  of  seventy-eight  pages  (13?  by  8  in.). 
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The  table  below  shows  the  state  of  the  panels  of  doctors 
and  chemists  in  the  various  districts : 


umber  of 

insured 

persons 

Borough 

Doctors 
the  Panel 

Total 
barmacies 
the  Panel 

orporate 
Bodies 

iqualified 
ig  Vendors 

o 

Ph  § 

{J 

56,000 

Battersea  , 

71 

26 

4 

o 

42.000 

Bermnndsey   

87 

18 

3 

3 

42,000 

Bethnal  green     ...  ... 

51 

8 

2 

1 

87,000 

Carotiervvell   

165 

40 

5 

1 

22,000 

Chelsea  ... 

46 

19 

3 

1 

6,000 

City  of  London  

45 

26 

g 

o 

36,000 

Deptfo?d  ...   

91 

12 

3 

0 

29,000 

Finsbury  

31 

13 

3 

o 

51,000 

Fulham  

65 

27 

4 

o 

32,'000 

Greenwich  

52 

14 

o 

o 

74,000 

Hackney  ... 

52 

37 

9 

1 

40,000 

Hammersmith 

60 

37 

8 

o 

28,000 

Ham  pstead 

43 

37 

12 

o 

16,000 

Hoi  born   

37 

22 

7 

o 

109,000 

Islington  

73 

59 

10 

0 

57,000 

Kensington   

77 

52 

9 

0 

I  99.C00 

Lambeth  ...  ... 

133 

68 

13 

1 

53.000 

Lewisham  ... 

79 

50 

8 

1 

47,000 

Paddington   

50 

36 

8 

0 

54,000 

Poplar  ... 

61 

1J 

6 

0 

39,000 

St.  Marylebone   

56 

36 

8 

0 

72,000 

St.  Pancras   

64 

49 

10 

c 

37,000 

Shored  itch  

45 

9 

2 

0 

64,000 

Southwark...       ...  ... 

94 

17 

7 

0 

93,000 

Stepney   

6o 

26 

5 

3 

16,000 

Stoke  Newington 

33 

10 

1 

0 

104,000 

Wandsworth   

125 

81 

24 

2 

53,100 

Westminster  (City  of)  ... 

52 

79 

20 

0 

40,000 

Woolwich  

56 

21 

3 

1 

Total   

1,949 

948 

205 

15 

An  analysis  made  by  the  London  Provisional  Medical  Com- 
mittee (opposing  the  working-  of  the  Act  by  the  panel  system) 
shows  that  of  723  doctors'  names  in  the  1,949,  no  fewer  than 
242  are  duplicates,  and  it  is  inferred  that  such  duplicates 
represent  one-third  of  the  whole.  We  find  that  many 
chemists'  names  are  duplicated  owing  to  their  having  branch 
establishments  or  joining  more  than  one  panel. 

XiOtbian  (East).  —The  chemists'  panel  contains  fifteen 
names. 

Manchester  and  Salford.  -The  Insurance  Committees 
have  made  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  practically  the 
whole  of  the  registered  chemists  in  their  respective  areas  are 
on  the  panels.  Most  of  the  Manchester  chemists  received 
their  agreement-forms  on  January  8  and  9  only.  A  corre- 
spondent writes:  The  Insurance  Committee  of  the  Man- 
chester Pharmaceutical  Association  deserve  the  thanks  of 
every  member  on  the  panel  for  obtaining  the  concession  of 
the  late  fee  of  6d.  for  every  call  marked  "Urgent"  after 
9  p.m.  It  will  be  well  for  chemists  to  remind  their  medical 
friends  to  be  sure  and  mark  late  prescriptions  "Urgent." 

Mansfield.  —  A  meeting  of  the  Mansfield  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Swan  Hotel  on  January  8.  The 
President  was  in  the  chair.  A  letter  was  read  from  the 
Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee,  which  stated  that  the 
Commissioners  refused  to  accept  any  agreement  which 
increases  the  prices  of  the  tariff.  It  was  therefore  resolved 
to  accept  the  printed  tariff  pending  further  negotiations 
with  the  committee. 

Margate.  -  A  meeting  of  the  Isle  of  Thanet  Chemists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Hotel  Metropole,  Margate,  on 
January  14.  Mr.  R.  G.  Laybourn  (President)  occupied  the 
chair.  There  were  also  present  fourteen  members  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Gale  (Hon.  Secretary).  All  the  members  of  the 
Association  have  applied  to  be  placed  on  the  dispensing 
panel.  Mr.  Laybourn  reported  on  the  meeting  of  the  Kent 
Federated  Association  of  Pharmacists  held  in  London.  The 
Hon.  Secretary  also  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  J.  Uglow 
Woolcock  relating  to  late  fees.  It  was  resolved  that  a 
nominal  late  fee  of  Zd.  be  applied  for  for  prescriptions 
marked  "Urgent"  after  the  usual  hour  of  closing  until 

8  A.M. 

Middlesbrough— The  panel  contains  the  names  of 
twenty-three  persons  and  corporate  bodies,  and  one  branch 
and  two  drug-stores.  The  Middlesbrough  Co-operative 
Society  is  on  the  dispensing  panel. 

Middlesex.- The  dispensing  list  of  321  names  of  chemists 
and. companies  is  arranged  alphabetically,  according  to  the 
names  or  surnames.  The  druer-storemen  (4)  are  on  p.  13. 
Each  page  is  separate,  the  whole  being  enclosed  in  a  claret- 
coloured  cover  and  stringed  to  hang  up.  The  committee 
intend  that  it  should  hang  in  doctors'  rooms  only,  but  Mr. 


A.  E.  Bailey  (Secretary  of  the  Middlesex  Pharmacists'  Asso- 
ciation) has  protested,  and  asked  that  it  should  also  be 
exhibited  in  Post  Offices. 

Midlothian.—  Every  chemist  in  the  county  has  gone  on 
the  panel. 

Motherwell.— The  chemists  on  the  dispensing  panel  have 
failed  to  come  to  an  agreement  with  local  doctors  to  supply 
medicines  to  dependents  under  the  scheme  formulated  by  the 
•medical  practitioners  and  workers  in  the  town.  The  doctors 
have  undertaken  to  attend  for  a  flat  rate  of  2d.  per  week 
from  all  workers,  including  medicines. 

Newport  iMon.1. — The  Pharmacists'  Insurance  Committee, 
consisting  of  Messrs.  Phillips,  Benson  Harries,  Menhinick. 
Findlay,  and  Badgett  (Hon.  Secretary),  met  the  local 
Medical  Sub-committee  on  January  9.  Professor  Jones,  one 
of  the  Welsh  Commissioners,  was  present.  The  committee 
was  in  sympathy  with  the  demands  of  the  chemists  regarding 
extra  fees  for  dispensing  after  shop  hours,  but  the  Welsh 
Commissioners  would  not  sanction  such  payment.  The  tariff 
was  accepted  by  the  committee,  the  only  alteration  being  the 
words  "  Sound  and  clean  "  inserted  in  the  paragraph  relat- 
ing to  the  refunding  of  bottles. — At  a  later  meeting  held  on 
January  14  the  following  clause  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Medical  Sub-committee  and  inserted  in  the  rules: 

"  That  the  insured  person,  shall  not  present  his  prescription  to 
be  dispensed  after  the  closing  hour  as  fixed  by  the  order  iru  the 
town  for  the  closing  of  shops  of  pharmacists.  Times  for  service  on 
Thursday  evenings,  Sundays,  and  Bank  Holidays  were  also 
arranged." 

Northampton.  Seventeen  chemists  are  on  the  dispens- 
ing panel,  and  two  drug-store  keepers  on  the  other. 

Perth.  — At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Perth  Branch  of 
the  Associated  Women's  Friendly  Society  held  last  week 
Dr.  Maitland  Hume  said  the  Insurance  Act  drugs  would 
be  cheaper  only  in  this  respect; — that  there  would  be  no 
tabloids,  etc.,  all  the  drugs  being  on  the  official  list  of 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  Only  if  people  wished  to  take 
medicine  without  a  taste  they  must  pay  for  that. 

Scarborough.  — A  meeting  of  the  Scarborough  Associa- 
tion of  Pharmacists  was  held  on  January  7  at  the  residence- 
of  Mr.  H.  E.  Hunt,  28  Barwick  Street.  The  President  (Mr. 
W.  R.  Eyre)  occupied  the  chair.  Twelve  others  were  present. 
Mr.  Wood,  of  Pickering,  was  elected  a  member.  Messrs. 
Eyre,  Cross,  and  G.  Whitfield  presented  a  report  of  their 
visit  to  the  Northallerton  Insurance  Committee.  It  was 
announced  that,  subject  to  the  consent  of  the  Insurance 
Commissioners,  they  had  secured  the  following  advantages : 

A  double  dispensing-fee  for  all  prescriptions  required  between 
8  p.m.  and  8  a.m.  on  weekdays  and  on  Sundays  and  Bank  holidays, 
except  for  an  hour  at  mid-day. 

Also  that  the  price-list  for  articles  required  and  not  included' 
in  the  tariff  should  be  that  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Banbury's,  London. 
A  large  number  of  matters  connected  with  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal service  were  also  discussed,  questions  being  answered 
by  the  delegates  and  Mr.  E.  M.  Chapman,  a  member  of 
the  North  Riding  Insurance  Committee.  It  was  decided  to 
arrange  a  joint  meeting  with  the  local  medical  practitioners 
on  the  panel  to  discuss  points  of  mutual  interest,  and,  if 
practicable,  decide  upon  a  workable  formulary  for  medi- 
cines, etc.  A  sub-committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Eyre. 
E.  M.  Chapman,  Cross,  and  G.  Whitfield,  was  elected  to 
make  arrangements  for  such  meeting.  It  was  unanimously 
decided  that  all  the  North  Riding-  pharmacists  not  attached 
to  any  local  association  should  be  invited  to  become  members 
of  the  Association  at  an  annual  subscription  of  2s.  6d. 

Sheffield.—  At  a  meeting  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical 
and  Chemical  Society  held  on  January  15,  the  President  (Mr. 
J.  F.  Eardtey)  in  the  chair,  Mr.  John  Evans  (York  City 
Analvst)  gave  a  paper  on  the  "  Facing  of  Rice."  He  was 
thanked  for  the  paper.  Mr.  J.  G.  Williams  was  elected  to 
the  Insurance  Committee  of  the  Society,  in  place  of  Mr. 
R.  D.  Douglas,  who  is  leaving  Sheffield.  Various  matters 
in  connection  with  the  Insurance  Act  were  discussed  in 
committee.  It  was  decided  that  the  doctors  be  asked  pre- 
cisely what  is  meant  when  they  ordered  aquam  in  their 
scrips — whether  aqua  destillata,  for  which  a  charse  would 
be  made,  or  ordinary  Sheffield  water,  for  which,  of  course, 
there  would  be  no  charge  ;  and  also  to  ask  tho  Insurance- 
Committee  if  they  are  prepared  to  nay  for  aqua  destillata. 
It  was  also  decided  that  ordinary  dispensing  labels  be  used. 
The  President  reported  upon  the  meeting  of  the  chemists, 
the  doctors  to  the  local  Insurance  Committee,  and  said  the 
hours  of  attendance  for  chemists  are  to  be  ordinary  business 
hours. 

Slttlngbourne.— Four  chemists  are  on  the  dispensing 
panel. 

Staffordshire.-  The  hours  for  weekdays  are  8  a.m.  to- 

8  p.m.,  early-closing  days  8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  a"d  7  p.m.  to 
8  p.m.,     and  on  Sundays  1.30  to  2.30  p.m.    The  chemists 
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of  Stafford  and  district'  have  asked  for  the  Sunday  hour  to 
he  from  6  p.m.  to  7  p.m.,  and  it  is  to  be  ascertained  which 
will  be  more  suitable  for  insured  persons. 

Stirling:. —  At  the  Insurance  Committee  meeting  last 
week  Councillor  Raffan  (chemist)  pointed  out  that  an 
Edinburgh  firm  and  a  Dunfermline  one  had  their  names 
on  the  list  of  chemists.  He  objected.  Mr.  Berrie  sug- 
gested that  the  names  should  be  deleted,  and  this  was 
■agreed  to.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Committee  on 
January  14  the  Clerk  explained  that  he  had  written  to  the 
firms.  The  Dunfermline  one  replied  that  they  had  customers 
in  Stirling,  and  were  entitled  to  be  put  on  the  panel,  and 
that  they  were  taking  steps  to  have  their  names  put  on  the 
panel.  The  Insurance  Commissioners  had  informed  the 
Clerk  by  telephone  that  the  firms  were  entitled  to  be  put 
on  the  panel.  Mr.  Raffan  said  the  thing  was  absurd.  Any 
wholesale  chemist  in  Scotland  under  these  circumstances 
<could  be  put  on  the  panel.  Mr.  Berrie  agreed,  but  the  com- 
mittee took  no  further  action. 

Stockton-on-Tees.— A  meeting  of  the  Stockton-on-Tees 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  in  Tate's  Cafe  on  Jan- 
uary 6,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  M.  Skilbeck)  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  W.  Finlayson,  one  of  the  two  delegates  appointed 
from  Stockton  to  negotiate  with  the  Durham  County  In- 
surance Committee,  gave  a  report  of  the  conference  at 
Durham.  He  stated  that  they  had  obtained  the  tfriff 
arranged  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  as  it 
stood,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  doctors  raised  certain 
objections.  An  increased  dispensing-fee  was  asked  for  after 
8  p.m.  till  11  p.m.  and  a  special  night-fee  from  11  p.m.  until 
•8  a.m.  The  doctors  again  objected  to  this  as  an  encroach- 
ment on  the  floating  sixpence,  and  so  for  the  present  this 
question  has  had  to  be  deferred.  The  delegates  stated  that 
they  were  well  received,  and  the  committee  seemed  generally 
ifavourable  to  the  chemists.  A  discussion  then  took  place  on 
this  report,  and  it  was  decided  to  approach  the  District 
Insurance  Committee,  when  that  is  set  up,  on  the  question 
of  dispensing  after  business  hours.  It  was  decided  that 
Mr.  W.  Finlayson  and  Mr.  T.  Salmon  should  arrange  for 
a  conference  with  the  local  doctors  who  have  .gone  on  the 
panel,  and  prepare  matters  of  detail  so  as  to  assure  the 
smooth  working  of  the  Act.  All  the  chemists  in  the  town 
have  gone  on  the  panel. 

Torquay.— A  curious  situation  has  arisen  here,  one 
medical  man  only  having  signed  on  the  panel  before 
January  6.  Captain  Berthon,  Secretary  to  the  Devon  Insur- 
ance Committee,  met  the  doctors  in  conference  on  January  7, 
and  pointed  out  that,  failing  an  effective  service,  whole-time 
medical  officers  must  be  introduced  from  outside.  The 
doctors  replied  that  they  felt  themselves  bound  by  their 
pledge  to  the  B.M.A.  In  the  end  they  offered  gratuitous 
service  to  insured  persons  for  a  month  from  January  15,  and 
this  offer  was  accepted.  Fifteen  medical  men — a  number 
more  than  adequate — have  placed  their  names  on  the  panel 
under  this  condition.  The  chemists'  panel  includes  the 
names  of  thirteen  pharmacists  and  firms,  so  that  a  difficult 
situation  has  been  successfully  negotiated,  and  all  is  in 
order  for  the  proper  medical  working  of  the  Act. 

Weston-super-Mare.  —  A  meeting  of  the  pharmacists  of 
the  Weston-super-Mare  district  was  held  at  the  Y.M.C.A. 
on  January  15,  when  Mr.  Chas.  Clutterbuck  presided. 
There  were  eleven  present.  Mr.  Chas.  Clutterbuck  was 
.nominated  as  chemists'  representative  on  the  District  Insur- 
ance Committee.  It  was  agreed  to  ask  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee to  allow  a  minimum  charge  of  4a!.  for  a  prescription 
where  a  dispensing-fee  is  allowed  and  a  minimum  charge  of 
2d.  whero  a  dispensing-fee  is  not  allowed.  The  hours  of 
service  to  be  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  weekdays,  excepting  closing 
days,  8  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  ;  Saturdays,  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m.,  with  double 
dispensing-fees  after  these  hours,  also  on  Sundays  and  Bank 
holidays. 

WlltsMre.  —Forty-three  persons  and  firms  in  the  various 
towns  have  gone  on  the  dispensing  panel. 

Yorkv-At  a  meeting  of  the  York  Chemists'  Association 
on  January  9  Mr.  J.  R.  Parker  presided,  and  fourteen 
other  members  were  present,  including  Mr.  T.  C.  Atkinson 
(Hon.  Secretary),  who  reported  that  he  had  sent  the  full 
list  of  York  pharmacists  to  be  placed  on  the  dispensing 
panels  of  the  North,  East,  and  West  Ridings  of  Yorkshire. 
His  communications  had  been  treated  by  the  North  Riding 
authorities  in  an  unbusiness-like  way.  Mr.  Saville  reported 
on  the  Association  deputation's  meeting  with  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  York  Insurance  Committee.  The  Insurance 
Commissioners  had  declined  to  grant  any  of  the  recom- 
mendations, but  the  tariff  was  accepted  as  issued.  It  was 
decided  to  try  to  arrange  for  a  meeting  with  the  local 
Medical  Association.  Messrs.  W.  Bowness,  H.  Loader,  and 
J.  W.  Torr  were  elected  members.  Owinrr  to  extra  work  in 
connection  with  the  Insurance  Act,  it  was  agreed  not  to  have 


the  whist-party  and  dance  this  year,  but  the  President  said 
he  had  arranged  with  Mr.  Oxley  Grabham  to  give  a  lantern- 
lecture  on  "The  Natural  History  and  Sport  on  the  Goath- 
land  Moors." 


Forms  for  Medical  Prescriptions. 
Medical  men  in  London  received  on  Tuesday  evening 
from  the  Insurance  Committees  the  necessary  prescrip- 
tion-forms, day- 
Form  A 

(To  be  taken  or  seat  to  the  Chemist  by  the  Insured  person.) 


NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE. 
Prescription  Form. 


LONDON    INSURANCE  COMMITTEE. 


Name  of  Patient 
Address    


Rj 


Price  of  container  (only  to  be  supplied  in 
case  of  statutory  poisons) 

Dispensing  Fee   


Signature  of  Medical  Praclilwittr 


book,  list  of  drugs 
and    other  docu- 
ments required  for 
attending  the 
patients  and  pre- 
scribing medicines 
and  appliances. 
The  prescription- 
forms  are  in  tripli- 
cate, with  carbon- 
paper  insertions. 
For        ' '  ordinary 
drugs  "  the  forms 
are     printed  on 
green  paper 
measuring   7^  in. 
by  4^,  in.    We  re- 
produce in  reduced 
facsimile  the 
wording    on  the 
outside     of  this 
form.     Form  B  is 
the  same  without 
the  line,  "To  be 
taken  or  sent  to 
the  chemist  by  the 
insured  person," 
and  in  place  of  the 
space      for  the 
stamp     the  final 
words,     "To  be 
torn   off   and  re- 
tained   by   chemist,"    are  used.    Form   C  is  on  white 
paper,  and  is  retained  in  tlie  book  by  the  medical  practi- 
tioner. The  wording  on  the  pink-paper  forms  for  "  Special 
Drugs"   is   the  same  except  that  the  words  "Special 
Drugs  "  are  placed  at  the  top.    On  the  back  of  the  title- 
page  of  the  prescription-book  appears  the  following  : 
Directions  to  Medical  Practitioner. 
Each  prescription  should  be  made  in  triplicate  by  inserting 
carbon  paper  between  Forms  A  and  B,  and  B  and  C.  The 
Forms  A  and  B  (green)  should  then  be  detached,  without 
being  torn  apart,  and  given  to  the  patient.    Form  C  is 
intended  to  remain  in  the  book  for  the  convenience  of  the 
practitioner.    The  Forms  in  this  book  are  to  be  used  for 
ordering  prescribed  appliances  and  medicines  which  contain 
only  drugs  included  in  the  list  supplied  by  the  Insurance 
Committee  to  the  practitioner.    For  prescribing  other  drugs 
the  Special  Drug  Forms  (pink)  should  be  used. 

The  directions  on  the  ' '  Special  Drug  ' '  forms  are  the 
same,  except  that  after  "  practitioner  "  the  following 
sentence  is  substituted  : 

The  Forms  in  this  book  are  to  be  used  for  ordering  a  medi- 
cine which  contains  any  drug  not  included  in  the  list  sup- 
plied by  the  Insurance  Committee  to  the  practitioner. 

We  have  been  asked  how  the  words  in  the  first-quoted 
directions  which  we  have  italicised  -will  apply  in  the 
case  of  stock  mixtures  which  contain  only  drugs  included 
in  the  list;  for  example,  "  Mist.  Tussi  Co."  We  presume 
that  in  such  a  case  if  all  the  ingredients  of  this  mixture 
are  in  the  tariff  each  ingredient  will  be  charged  and  the 
dispensing  fee.  Of  course,  these  matters  will  soon  sort 
themselves  in  practice.  In  the  meantime  the  rule>  for 
chemists  to  follow  is,  When  in  doubt  charge  the  dispensing 
fee. 

We  note  that  the  case-books  supplied  to  the  doctors 
are  marked  C.  <£  D. 


In  the  Coloured  Supplement  of  this  issue  we  print  re- 
ports from  various  parts  of  the  country  on  the  first  day's 
Insurance  Act  dispensing  and  other  Notes. 
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Select  Committee  on  Patent  Medicines. 


Appointed  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  sale  of  patent  and  proprietary 
medicines  and  medical  preparations  and  appliances,  and  advertisements  relating  thereto. 
Record  of  Evidence  given  on  January  16. 


A  FTER  an  interval  of  five  weeks  the  Select  Committee 
XA  resumed  its  sittings  in  Room  16  at  the  House  of 
Commons  on  January  16.  Sir  Henry  Norman  presided, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Committee  present  were 
Mr.  C.  Bathurst,  Mr.  Cawley,  Dr.  Chappie,  Sir  H. 
Dalziel,  Mr.  Glyn  Jones,  Mr.  Haydn  Jones,  Mr.  Lawson, 
Mr.  Lynch,  Sir  P.  Magnus,  Mr.  Newton,  and  Mr.  O'Grady. 

There  was  a  long  interval  before  the  public  were 
admitted,  the  Committee  deliberating  in  private  for  forty 
minutes. 

"  CORONIUM  BEOMIDE." 

At  the  outset  of  the  proceedings  the  Chairman  made  a 
lengthy  statement  concerning  the  result  of  certain  in- 
quiries which  the  Committee  had  caused  to  be  carried 
out  in  consequence  of  a  letter  addressed  to  them  by  a 
London  chemist.  In  that  letter  attention  was  called  to 
advertisements  in  the  daily  papers  in  which  an  alleged 
clergyman  offered  to  send  free  of  charge  a  prescription 
for  epilepsy.  The  London  chemist  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
"clergyman"  and  invited  the  Committee's  attention  to 
the  matter.  He  (the  Chairman)  had  two  copies  of  the 
advertisement.    The  first  said  : 

"Fits:  Clergyman  offers  prescription  for  thirteenpence 
Never  fails.  J.  S.,  Grasmere  House,  Winsford,  Cheshire." 
The  second  advertisement  had  the  initials  "  C.  S."  ap- 
pended and  the  same  address.  The  chemist  in  question 
had  forwarded  to  the  Committee  the  reply  and  copy  of 
prescription  he  had  received  in  reply  to  his  letter.  The 
letter  stated  that  the  advertiser  had  for  some  time  made 
a  charge  of  Is.  Id.  for  the  prescription  in  order  to  prevent 
folks  writing  out  of  curiosity,  but  latterly  he  had  been 
advised  to  give  it  free  of  cost,  and  the  response  was 
proving  remarkable.  He  had  much  pleasure  in  enclosing 
a  copy  of  the  specialist's  prescription  with  full  directions, 
which,  if  faithfully  carried  out,  would  most  certainly  cure 
the  worst  case  of  epilepsy.  He  was  in  a  privileged  position 
of  having  had  facilities  for  personally  observing  a  large 
number  of  cases  before  offering  this  remarkable  boon  to 
the  general  public,  and  almost  without  exception  every 
■case  had  proved  a  complete  and  permanent  success. 

The  advertiser  went  on  to  state  that  coroniiun  bromide 
had  undoubtedly  proved  to  be  the  finest  thing  for  epilepsy, 
and  that  if  his  correspondent  found  any  difficulty  in 
obtaining  it,  the  actual  manufacturers  were  Messrs. 
Whitby  &  Co.,  chemical  manufacturers.  Winsford, 
Cheshire.  He  strongly  advised  correspondents  to  get  the 
powder  direct  from  the  makers,  as  they  would  thus  save 
delay  and  disappointment.  The  letter  was  signed  M.D., 
being  a  third  form  of  initials. 

The  Chairman  proceeded  to  read  out  the  prescription 
as  follows  : 

Take  of 

Inf.  of  calumba  B.P  4  oz. 

Coronium  bromide  ...       ...       ...    4  oz. 

Cold  water  previously  boiled  to  make  three  pints. 
Take  one  tablespoonful  three  times  a  day  after  meals. 

The  prescription  was  dated  January  8,  1900. 

Continuing,  the  Chairman  explained  that  the  Committee 
had  procured  a  specimen  of  coronium  bromide  from  the 
firm  and  had  submitted  it  to  the  Government  analyst, 
who  had  certified  it  to  consist  of  partially  dried  strontium 
bromide  81  per  cent.,  combined  water  19  per  cent.,  with 
traces  of  impurities.  The  name  coronium  bromide  was, 
therefore,  a  fancy  name  for  a  well-known  drug  used  in 
epilepsy  instead  of  potassium  bromide.  The  report  added 
that  strontium  bromide  costs  from  2s.  to  3s.  8d.  per  lb., 
against  16s.  per  lb.,  the  price  at  which  it  was  offered  by 
the  advertiser  in  question.  Inquiries  were  made  from  the 
chief  constable  of  Cheshire,  who  replied  that  the  name, 


jn'ofession,  and  place  of  business  of  the  occupier  of  Gras- 
mere House,  Winsford,  was  Harold  Cuthbert  Whitby,, 
who  carried  on  the  business  of  a  dispensing  chemist, 
optician,  and  wine  merchant  in  the  district.  The  chief 
constable  was  unable  to  ascertain  that  any  clergyman  had 
resided  at  Grasmere  House,  Winsford. 

The  Chairman;  summing  up  the  matter,  said  it  would 
appear  that  the  statement  that  a  clergyman  was  adver- 
tising was  in  itself  false,  that  the  drug  was  an  ordinary 
drug  frequently  prescribed  for  this  disease,  that  it  was. 
sold  at  a  price  something  like  eight  times  its  market, 
value,  and  that  the  firm  of  alleged  manufacturers  was,  as. 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  advertiser  himself,  who  traded  as  a 
retail  chemist,  and  represented  himself  to  be  a  clergyman. 

A  Boots'  Director's  Evidence. 
The  first  and  only  witness  was  Mr.  Edwin  Scholey 
Waring,  of  Nottingham,  who  said  he  is  a  qualified  chemist, 
and  druggist,  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
a  director  of  Boots  Cash  Chemists  (Eastern)  Ltd.,  and  has. 
had  forty  years'  experience  in  the  business.  There  are 
534  shops  controlled  by  the  associated  companies  of  Boots. 
Cash  Chemists.  The  head  control  of  the  whole  of  these 
shops  is  at  Nottingham,  and  he  had  personal  experience- 
of  the  control  of  the  whole  of  them,  and  knew,  therefore., 
what  goods_  are  asked  for  and  sold  in  these  534  shops, 
which  are  situated  over  England  and  Scotland  and  Wales, 
the  Channel  Islands,  and  the  Isle  of  Man. "  The  company 
has  a  special  department  dealing  with  other  peoples'  pro- 
prietary (or  patent)  articles,  and  they  all  pass  through, 
this  department,  so  that  he  had  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  business  done  in  this  branch  of  goods.  He  had  had  a 
list  compiled  of  all  the  remedies  mentioned  in  "  Secret 
Remedies"  and  "  More  Secret  Remedies,"  and  he  put  irs 
the  following  analysis  to  show  what  sale  (if  any)  the 
articles  there  referred  to  have  at  the  534  chemists'  shops 
he  represented.  Out  of  269  different  articles  mentioned, 
in  these  books  121  have  no  sale  whatever;  57  have  a  very 
poor  intermittent  sale,  being  articles  which  are  occasion- 
ally obtained  to  order;  one  required  a  wine-licence  and 
Boots'  do  not  sell  it;  12  have  a  fair  sale;  23  have  a  good, 
sale ;  25  have  a  very  good  sale ;  30  have  a  very  large  sale. 
Thus  out  of  269  articles  oidy  55  can  be  said  to  have  a  very- 
good  sale. 

The  Cost  of  Proprietaries. 

As  regards  the  cost  of  proprietary  articles  to  which 
reference  is  made  in  "  Secret  Remedies "  it  had  been 
pointed  out  that  although  in  the  preface  there  is  a  state- 
ment that  "nothing  is  allowed  for  the  cost  of  making  up 
the  ingredients  into  the  form  in  which  they  are  sold,  or 
for  bottles,  boxes,  packages,  etc.,"  nothing'is  said  about 
rents,  rates,  taxes,  labour,  and  carriage.  He  pointed 
out  that  the  prices  are  not  as  a  rule  unreasonable,  having, 
regard  to  the  trade.  As  an  example  he  mentioned 
'Beecham's  Pills,  which  can  be  bought  by  the  public  at. 
lO^rf.  for  the  box  of  56  pills.  This  price  includes  l^cl. 
duty,  so  that  it  might  fairly  be  said  the  price  is  9d.  It 
could  not  be  said  that  2d.  per  doz.  is  exorbitant.  A 
chemist  would  probably  charge  1.?.  6d.  for  making  the 
pills  from  the  prescription  given;  some  chemists  (in  high- 
class  neighbourhoods)  would  charge  more.. 

Mr.  Waring  went  on  to  state  that  very  large  quantities 
of  proprietary  articles  are  made  and  sold  by  chemists 
themselves.  Chemists  do  a  very  large  business  in  medi- 
cines made  up  ready  for  sale  and  sold  for  the  same  pur- 
poses as  the  proprietary  remedies,  and  he  mentioned  that 
special  books  are  published  to  give  formula?  for  remedies. 

The  Chairman  :  These  are  what  you  would  call  local  pro- 
prietaries, not  national. 

Mr.  Lawson :  Beecham's  pills  are  almost  Imperial. 
(Laughter.) 
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The  Sale  of  Poisons. 
Mr.  Waring  then  referred  to  the  position  as  to  poisons. 
He  said  that  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  a  scheduled  drug 
sold  as  such,  whether  in  the  first  or  second  part  of  the 
schedule,  must  be  labelled  with  the  name  of  the  article 
and  the  word  "Poison"  and  the  name  and  address  of 
the  seller.  If  the  article  is,  however,  a  mixture  sold 
iinder  a  name  not  the  name  of  the  drug  and  contains  some 
of  the  scheduled  poisons,  the  label  in  such  case  need  only 
bear  the  name  of  the  article  as  sold  and  the  word 
■"Poison"  and  the  name  and  address,  but  not  the  name 
■of  the  poison  in  the  mixture.  As  examples  he  quoted 
paregoric  and  chlorodyne  He  suggested  that  there  are 
good  reasons  why  it  should  not  be  necessary  to  put  the 
name  of  the  poison  on  the  article  sold.  Morphine-cravers, 
for  example,  would  buy  a  proprietary  for  the  sake  of  the 
morphine,  and  persons  wishing  to  purchase  a  particular 
poison  would  be  readily  enabled  to  buy  it  by  obtaining 
the  mixture  containing  it,  while  it  would  be  more  diffi- 
cult to  buy  the  poison  itself.  He  protested  against  any 
compulsory  publication  of  formula  with  or  without  quan- 
tities, because  it  would  be  grossly  unfair,  and  would  not 
protect  the  public.  This  point  was  further  developed,  r.nd 
the  Chairman  summed  up  the  evidence  by  saying  :  "You 
object  to  be  robbed  of  your  commercial  rights." 

The  Sale  or  Diachylon. 
Witness  then  referred  to  the  sale  of  abortifacients  or 
drugs  capable  of  being  used  as  abortifacients.  His  com- 
pany, he  said,  would  be  in  sympathy  with  any  restrictions 
to  prevent  the  improper  sale  of  such  articles,  and  to  show 
the  Committee  what  care  his  company  takes  in  this  matter 
he  produced  copies  of  two  circulars  which  were  sent  out  in 
1906  with  reference  to  the  sale  of  diachlyon,  with  the  view 
of  taking  the  fullest  possible  precautions  of  preventing 
its  sale  for  improper  purposes.  The  circular  in  question 
called  attention  to  a  label  which  had  been  issued  which 
hore  the  words  : 

Lead  Plaster. 
Commonly  known  as  White  Diachylon. 
Not  to  be  taken. 
Poison. 

Assistants  were  instructed  to  find  out  the  purpose  for 
which  the  plaster  was  required  and  only  to  sell  it  if  it  was 
needed  for  legitimate  purposes. 

Doctors  Order  Proprietaries. 

Witness  went  on  to  give  statistics  of  the  number  of 
proprietary  medicines  ordered  in  prescriptions  by  doctors. 
The  method  of  obtaining  these  was  to  ask  certain  of  their 
shops  to  look  up  in  the  prescription-books  for  the  last  two 
years  and  note  the  names  of  the  proprietaries  ordered.  A 
list  of  sixteen  proprietary  articles  was  put  in,  with  the 
number  of  times  they  were  ordered  in  prescriptions. 

Some  discussion  took  place  as  to  whether .  these  were 
the  type  of  proprietary  medicines  with  which  the  Com- 
mittee is  concerned.  Dr.  Chappie  drew  subtle  distinc- 
tions between  proprietary  and  secret  remedies,  and  the 
Chairman  said  a  good  many  of  those  mentioned,  such  as 
Fellows'  Syrup,  Listerine,  and  Antiphlogistine,  were 
not  regarded  as  secret  remedies.  "  Liq.  carbonis  deter- 
gens,"  he  added,  "  we  know  a  good  deal  about." 

Mr.  Newton:  Resinol  is  not  a  patent  medicine;  it  is  not 
■stamped. 

Mr.  Waving  explained  that,  it  need  not  be  stamped  if  it 
was  mixed  as  part  of  a  prescription. 

Sir  Philip  Magnus  :  Do  all  these  remedies  require  stamps  ? 
Witness  :  Yes. 

■  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  explained  in  the  form  of  a  question 
that  the  Board  of  Customs  and  Excise  permit  as  a  con- 
cession the  sale  of  medicines  unstamped  when  they  are 
used  as  an  ingredient  in  a  prescription.  The  Chairman 
laughingly  said,  "You  ought  to  get  witness  to  say  yes 
to  that:"  Dr.  Chappie  tried  to  make  out  that  doctors 
knew  the  ingredients  of  these  remedies.  He  asked,  "Do 
you  suggest  that  any  doctor  would  prescribe  any  of  these 
remedies  without  knowing  the  whole  of  the  ingredients?  " 

Oh,  yes,"  answered  the  witness.  Referring  to  Martin- 
dale's  "Extra  Pharmacopoeia"  as  containing  some  for- 
mula; for  proprietary  -  medicines,  a  discussion  took  place 


as  to  the  standing  of  that  work.  Witness  said  he  con- 
sidered it  as  the  next  authority  after  the  pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Waring  further  called  attention  to  the  claims  made 
for  some  of  these  remedies.  One  of  them  is  recommended 
for  bronchitis,  diphtheria,  laryngitis,  tonsilitis,  enteric 
diseases,  typhoid  fever,  ulcerated  cervix,  cancer,  burns, 
and  scarlet  fever;  and  another  for  consumption,  neuras- 
thenia, nervous  debility,  asthma,  diphtheria,  and  debility 
from  fevers  and  old  age.  Witness  referred  to  these 
remedies  under  numbers,  and  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  it 
would  be  impossible  to  judge  the  merits  of  the  case  if  the 
names  were  not  mentioned.  The  Chairman  professed  in- 
difference on  the  matter,  and  eventually  Glycothymoline 
and  Fellows'  Syrup  were  mentioned  as  No.  1  and  No.  2 
in  the  list.  Mr.  Waring  lastly  referred  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade  Section  of  the  London 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  with  which  he  agreed,  and  tte 
Guy's  Tonic  prosecution,  which  took  place  some  years 
ago  in  Liverpool.  In  regard  to  Guy's  Tonic  he  said  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  the  authorities  proceeding  against 
the  makers  of  that,  preparation. 

More  About  Diachylon. 

Mr.  Newton  began  the  examination  with  a  series  of. 
questions  regarding  the  circular  sent  out  on  the  subject 
of  the  sale  of  diachylon. 

Witness  said  that  the  firm  regarded  the  circular-letter 
as  in  some  sense  a  restriction  on  the  sale  of  diachylon,  and 
that  it  was  a  useful  thing  to  have  issued. 

Mr.  Newton :  I  see  you  ask  the  assistants  in  your  shops  not 
to  sell  diachylon  unless  they  are  satisfied  after  inquiry  that 
it  is  to  be  used  for  a  proper  purpose.  Does  that  mean  that 
the  assistant  has  to  ask  the  lady  customer  if  she  is  going 
to  use  it  as  an  abortefacient  ? 

Witness  replied  that  the  assistant  would  ask  straight  out 
what  she  was  going  to  use  it  for.  If  she  did  not  say  that 
it  was  to  make  ointment  or  plaster,  and  there  was  any  doubt 
as  to  what  it  was  intended  to  be  used  for,  the  assistant  would 
not  sell  it  at  all. 

Mr:  Newton  :  Do  you  not  think  that  if  a  person  intended 
to  commit  a  criminal  offence  she  would  be  on  her  guard 
and  have  an  answer  ready  for  the  assistant  ? 

Witness  thought  that  in  that  case  she  would  probably  send 
a  child  for  it.  Diachylon  is  not  a  scheduled  poison,  but 
they  took  the  trouble  to  put  a  label  on  it  telling  people 
that  it  was  not  to  be  taken,  and  that  it  is  a  poison.  He 
thought  that  the  sending  out  of  the1  circular  had  had  a  very 
good  effect  in  certain  districts  where  the  firm  had  information 
that  lead  plaster  was  being  used  as  an  abortefacient.  The 
issue  of  instructions  to  their  assistants  had  stopped  the  sale 
of  it.  He  did  not  think  there  was  any  other  innocent  pre 
paration  that  would  be  equally  good  for  the  legitimate  pur- 
poses for  which  diachylon  could  be  used. 

'Boots'  Proprietaries. 

Mr.  Newton  then  put  to  the  witness  a  number  of  ques- 
tions as  to  the  proprietary  articles  manufactured  by 
Messrs.  Boots.  Witness  said  that  the  firm  put  up  a 
number  of  articles  for  sale  in  their  own  shops,  though 
they  sold  the  manufactures  of  other  people  as  well.  They 
did  not  export  in  large  quantities  the  secret  remedies  they 
put  up,  but  occasionally  they  sent  small  parcels  to 
customers  abroad. 

Proceeding,  witness  said  that  Messrs.  Boots  sell  various 
iron  pills  for  correcting  menstrual  irregularities,  such  as 
Towle's  Pennyroyal  and  Steel  Pills  and  Davis's  Female 
Pills.  They  also  themselves  put  up  a  simple  pill  of  that 
kind. 

Mr.  Newton  :  Do  you  think  it  is  a  desirable  trade  to  go  in 
for  ? — Well,  customers  ask  for  these  things,  and  we  have  to 
supply  them.  I  do  not  think  this  pill  can  be  used  as  an 
abortefacient. 

Do  you  publish  the  female  pills  you  manufacture  in  your 
own  price-list  ? — No,  sir.  If  anyone  a-sks  for  a  pill  for  any- 
thing of  that  kind,  this  pill  would  probably  be  sold. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones:  Have  you  a  proprietary  female  pill? — 
Yes,  "  Cleveland's  Pennyroyal  and  Tansy  Pills."  It  is  made 
at  Nottingham  by  Boots.    The  box  ha.s  our  name  on  it. 

Mr.  Newton :  Do  you  manufacture  any  mixtures  for 
venereal  diseases? — We  manufacture  capsules,  and  a  pill, 
and  an  injection.  They  have  our  name  on  them,  but  also  tho 
name  Roulet. 

Sir  P.  Magnus  :  Is  your  name  on  as  vendors  or  as  manufac- 
turers?— As  vendors.  .  .  We  do  not  sav  "  Manufactured  by 
Boots,"  but  "Sole  agents,  Boots,  Ltd." 
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Mr.  Newton  produced  a  bottle  of  the  Roulet  injection, 
and  after  examining  it  carefully  asked  the  witness  whether 
it  was  not  the  fact  that  the  name  of  Boots  is  only  on  the 
revenue  stamp  as  "Agents,  Boots,  Cash  Chemists,"  and  on 
a  little  red  circular  label  placed  on  top  of  the  white  cap 
of  the  bottle.    Witness  said  that  was  so. 

Mr.  Newton  pointed  out  that  the  label  bore  the  words, 
Injection  Roulet,"  and  a  signature  "  Roulet  "  under- 
neath. On  the  back  of  the  bottle  is  a  label  stating  that 
should  there  be  any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  prepara- 
tion from  "  high-class  chemists,"  it  would  be  forwarded 
under  cover  post  free  on  receipt  of  3s.  Zd.  from  "  Box  526 
Manchester." 

Is  it  possible  to  procure  this  particular  preparation  from 
high-class  chemists?  Mr.  Newton  asked. 
Witness :  I  do  not  think  so  now. 

He  went  on  to  explain  that  when  the  firm  first  took  over 
this  preparation  they  only  had  about  forty  or  fifty  shops, 
and  a  great  many  of  their  customers  who  travelled  about 
and  wanted  this  class  of  remedy  found  it  inconvenient  to 
get  it.  That  was  the  reason  why  the  label  was  affixed 
to  show  that  they  could  get  it  by  post.  The  fact  is  never 
advertised.  The  address  given  is  a  postal  box  belonging 
to  the  firm  in  Manchester,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  the 
sale  is  so  small  that  they  have  given  up  the  box.  Any 
order  sent  to  that  box  now  would  come  to  the  firm  at 
Nottingham. 

The  Chairman :  Then  having  given  up  the  box  does  not 
make  any  difference  to  your  trade  ?— We  do  not  get  an  order 
a  week. 

Witness  went  on  to  say  that  Boots  employ  many  young 
ladies  in  their  correspondence  department  and  thev 
wished  all  orders  for  the  Roulet  remedies  to  go  to  a  certain 
place,  so  that  they  could  be  dealt  with  by  one  man. 

Mr.  Newton  :  Do  you  suggest  that  an  order  for  "  a  bottle 
ot  Koulet  injection"  would  be  a  very  serious  thing'' 

Witness  replied  that  it  would  not  'be  if  the  order  was  in 
that  torm,  but  all  orders  for  such  remedies  were  not  sent 
in  that  way. 

Dr.  Chappie  :  They  explain  their  symptoms  ? 
Mr  Newton  :  It  would  not  be  right  to  suggest,  then,  that 
you  do  not  hold  yourselves  out  as  proprietors  or  makers  of 
this  article  because  you  are  not  too  proud  of  this  particular 
class  of  trade? 

Witness:  It  is  a  particular  class  of  trade  that  is  done 
by  adl  chemists,  and  is  a  legitimate  business. 

Mr  Newton:  We  are  rather  considering  whether  syphilis 
remedies  ought  to  be  left  to  chemists  without  control 
_  Witness:  This  remedy  has  nothing  to  do  with  syphilis :  it 
is  tor  gonorrhoea. 

Witness  explained  that  the  directions  are  printed  on  the 
label  in  French  and  German  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners 
who  wish  to  use  the  remedy. 

He  was  then  asked  regarding  the  commission  paid  to 
assistants  on  the  sale  of  proprietaries,  and  explained  that 
an  assistant  would  not  receive  a  commission  on  injection 
'Brou,  but  would  get  one  on  Roulet's  injection. 
Mr.  Lawson  :  Why  is  that  ? 
Witness :  Because  the  profit  is  so  small. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones:   That  commission  system  applies  to  all 
your  proprietary  articles? — Yes. 

Witness,  further  questioned  by  Mr.  Newton,  said  the 
name  Roulet  was  purely  imaginary.  He  did  'not  think- 
there  ever  was  a  Dr.  Roulet ;  it  was  a  trade-name.  The 
signature  Roulet  is  simply  a  trade-mark. 

Witness  further  stated  that  the  postal  box  at  Man- 
chester was  also  formerly  used  for  the  sale  of  copaiba  cap- 
sules, but  not  for  female  pills.  The  injection  Roulet  is  now 
put  up  with  the  name  of  the  company  on  the  label  and 
circular.  Chemists  would  be  allowed  a  trade  discount  if 
they  purchased  it  for  a  customer. 

After  Luncheon. 
On  resuming  after  the  luncheon  interval, 
Mr.  O'Grady  asked  if  the  chemist  who  made  up  a  mixture 

<>t  the  kind  which  had  been  referred  to  would  have  anv 

knowledge  of  its  effect?— Oh,  yes. 

Mr.  Newton  asked  if  the  witness  objected  to  stating  of 

what  the  particular  remedy  consisted  ?— Yes,  at  this  iunc- 

ture. 

Mr    O'Grady:    There  arc  a  large  number  of  remedies 
tor  this  purpose.    Would  this  one  differ  from  any  other? 


The  witness  said  there  is  not  a  large  number  of  injections. 
He  only  knew  of  two  others  on  the  market  of  any  reputation. 
This  class  of  business  is  perfectly  legitimate,  and  is  carried 
on  by  all  the  respectable  firms  in  the  country.  He  dared 
to  say  that  things  of  that  class  could  be  purchased  at 
Harrod's. 

Mr.  O'Grady  asked  whether  it  would  not  be  better  for 
all  patients  suffering  from  gonorrhoea  to  go  to  a  doctor,  and. 
received  the  reply  that  it  would  be  better  but  they  would  nob 
go- 
In  reply  to  Mr.  Glyn  Jones,  he  said  that  there  was  very 
keen  competition  among  retailers.  They  paid  9s.  for  a 
dozen  boxes  of  Beecham's  Pills  and  sold  them  at  10^d. 
each.  He  thought  Is.  6d.  would  be  a  fair  charge  if  the 
chemist  had  to  make  up  those  pills  specially.  If  instead 
of  being  specially  ordered  they  were  made  up  and  kept 
in  stock,  they  could  be  sold  for  less  than  that.  Chemists 
are  largely  the  proprietors  of  proprietary  articles.  Boots 
have  a  number  of  such  articles  which  they  had  taken  over 
when  they  had  taken  over  small  businesses.  In  many  cases- 
those  articles  have  been  developed  under  the  original  name. 
It  is  rare  for  such  articles  to  bear  the  name  of  the  owner 
of  the  shop.  If  the  article  about  which  he  had  been 
questioned  instead  of  being  called  Roulet  were  sold  under 
Boots'  name,  the  sale  would  not  be  so  large,  for  assistants 
found  it  easier  to  sell  an  article  which  the  purchaser  did 
not  know  the  manufacturer  to  be  the  owner  of  the  shop. 
He  agreed  that  it  might  be  useful  to  have  a  register  which 
anyone  could  go  and  see  who  it  wa6  who  put  a  particular 
remedy  upon  the  market.  He  should  have  no  objection  to 
that.  He  had  known  doctors  order  household  remedies- 
like  Scott's  Pills  and  Cockle's  Pills. 

Mr.  Bathurst  took  up  the  cross-examination,  and  referred 
to  the  121  articles  mentioned  by  witness  as  having  no- 
sale,  though  they  were  contained  in  "  Secret  Remedies  " 
or  "  More  Secret  Remedies." 

How  did  you  think  it  would  help  the  Committee  to  give 
this  list  ?  he  asked. 

Witness  said  that  it  is  suggested  in  "Secret  Remedies" 
that  these  things  have  a  large  sale,  and  his  point  is  that  they 
are  not  largely  sold. 

Prescription  Writing. 

Do  you  think  any  doctor  is  competent  to  write  a  pre- 
scription representing  the  ingredients  of  Fellows'  Syrup  in 
the  right  proportions  ? — I  do  not  think  he  is.  (Laughter.)  I 
have  never  seen  published  the  real  formula  for  Fellows' 
Syrup.  On  the  paper  wrapped  round  the  bottle  there  is 
a  mention  of  the  ingredients,  but  the  only  one  of  which 
the  quantity  is  given  is  strychnine. 

Suppose  a  doctor  did  give  any  recognised  chemist  the  pre- 
scription of  Fellows'  Syrup,  would  he  be  able  to  make  it  up  ? 
— Oh,  yes,  I  should  think  he  would. 

I  want  to  get  at  the  reason  why  these  articles  are  included 
in  doctors'  prescriptions,  although  they  are  proprietary 
articles.  Is  it  due  to  the  ignorance  of  the  doctor,  or  is  it 
due  to  the  supposed  incompetence  of  the  chemist? — To  be 
perfectly  frank  I  do  not  think  it  is  due  to  the  incompetence 
of  the  chemist. 

Mr.  Bathurst :   I  thought  you  would  probably  say  that. 
(Laughter.) 

Witness :  It  would  be  a  revelation  probably  to  a  chemist 
if  he  got  a  prescription  from  a  doctor,  and  was  told  that  was 
the  recipe  for  Fellows'  Syruip. 

Mr.  Bathurst :    I  suppose  we  have  to  admit  that  most 
doctors  are  not  pharmacists.  (Laughter.) 

Witness  said  that  was  so.  He  defined  a  pharmacist  as  a 
man  who  was  skilled  in  compounding  drugs  and  presenting 
them  in  a  more  or  less  elegant  form  for  the  patient  to  take. 

Mr.  Bathurst :  These  proprietary  medicines  are  advertised 
to  the  doctors  very  often  presenting  extravagant  claims, 
and  yet  certain  half-instructed  doctors  would  prescribe- 
them  ? — That  is  so. 

Witness  thought  a  change  in  the  law  was  desirable  so 
far  as  extravagant  claims  in  advertisements  were  con- 
cerned. 

Sir  Henry  Dalziel's  questions  were  directed  to  show  that 
a  large  number  of  what  are  known  as  patent  medicines 
were  ordered  by  medical  men,  and  in  the  case  of  one — 
Angier's  Emulsion — he  (witness)  had  no  knowledge  of  a 
formula  ever  having  been  published.  By  far  the  greater 
number  of  customers  for  patent  medicines  are  regular 
customers,  who  are  satisfied  with  what  they  have  already 
purchased,  and  were  therefore  in  no  way  duped. 
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Sir  Philip  Magnus  suggested  that  the  121  secret 
ffemedies  mentioned  by  Mr.  Waring  as  having  no  sale  at 
.the  present  time  may  have  once  been  popular  sellers,  but 
Mr.  Waring  did  not  believe  they  ever  had  had  any  sale. 
-He  opposed  the  publication  of  formula  because,  in  his 
■opinion,  some  people  bought  patent  medicines  containing 
^certain  poisons  for  the  sake  of  the  poison  they  contained. 
It  was  eventually  brought  out  by  Mr.  Newton  and  Dr. 
■Chappie  that  it  was  the  morphine  and  cocaine  habit  he 
had  in  mind.  He  would  have  no  objection  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  remedies  for  female  complaints,  but  in  the  case  of 
.gonorrhoea  remedies  the  matter  was  very  different. 

Dr.  Chappie  then,  took  witness  in  hand,  and  on  witness 
admitting  that  Boots  had  on  the  shelves  of  their  shops 
all  the  preparations  prescribed  by  medical  men  for  all 
kinds  of  diseases,  he  put  his  usual  "  If  all  proprietary 
medicines  were  abolished  to-morrow  "  question.  Wit- 
ness :  If  it  should  happen  that  chemists  woke  up  one 
morning  and  found  that  all  proprietary  medicines  were 
abolished  by  law,  then  the  general  public  would  want  to 
know  the  reason  for  it. 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  in  his  most  polite  manner 
ifchat  Mr.  Waring's  reply  was  a  "  very  interesting  political 
statement,"  but  was  not  quite  a  reply  to  Dr.  Chappie. 

If  a  customer  wanted  Beecham's  Pills,,  for  instance, 
•continued  Dr.  Chappie,  and  the  chemist  supplied  some- 
thing of  the  same  formula,  would  the  public  suffer  ? 

The  Chairman  pointed  out  to  Dr.  Chappie  that 
Beecham's  Pills  are  made  from  a  secret  formula,  but  Dr. 
Chappie  pointed  to  "  Secret  Eemedies,"  and  said  the 
active  ingredients  are  published.  The  Chairman  retorted 
that  Mr.  Umney  had  pointed  out  that  it  is  not  possible  to 
ascertain  by  chemical  analysis  many  vegetables  in  these 
preparations.  So  Dr.  Chappie  left  that  point  and  went 
back  again  to  the  question  of  whether  the  public  would 
■suffer  by  being  given  something  just  as  good  by  a  chemist. 

Mr.  Waring  said  his  experience  had  shown  that 
■customers  when  they  are  told  by  a  chemist  that  he  could 
not  give  them  the  thing  they  asked  for  and  believed 
in,  are  disappointed,  and  they  doubtless  suffered  indirectly 
even  _  suppose  they  accepted  a  substitute  made  by  the 
■chemist. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  If  a  customer  who  has  been  in  the  habit 
•of  buying  Beecham's  Pills  came  in  for  a  box,  and  you 
said  you  had  not  Beecham's,  but  would  give  him  Boots', 
and  if,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  put  genuine  'Beecham's 
Pills  in  a  box  and  labelled  them  "Boots',''  do  you  think 
■the  pills  would  do  the  customer  as  much  good  ?  Witness  : 
I  am  quite  sure  they  wouldn't.  (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Chappie  :  That  is  a  question  of  psychology.  He 
•then  proceeded  to  ask  witness  whether  the  real  needs  of 
-the  public  could  not  be  met  by  dispensing  chemists,  and 
■the  same  ground  was  gone  over  again,  Mr.  Waring  sticking 
■to  his  point  about  supplying  the  public  with  what  they 
want.  Witness  would  not  agree  that  the  primary  object 
of  the  proprietary-medicine  maker  was  to  make  a  fortune. 
He  agreed  that  all  things  held  out  as  cures  for  cancer, 
consumption,  etc.,  should  be  prohibited.  He  did  not  think 
70  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  pharmacists  in  business 
throughout  the  country  were  in  favour  of  publishing 
'formulas  of  proprietaries  on  the  label. 

Mr.  Cawley  had  some  questions  about  the  publication 
•of  formula?  on  the  label,  and  Mr.  Waring  admitted  that,  so 
far  as  he  knew,  the  publication  of  the  formula  of  Kay's 
Linseed  Compound  had  not  injured  the  sale,  nor  had  any 
deleterious  result  been  noted  from  the  publication  of  the 
formula  on  the  label  of  Cinnamon  Tablets  sold  by  Boots, 
and  a  bottle  of  which  was  produced  by  Mr.  Cawley,  who 
has  -contracted  another  cold. 

After  Dr.  Lynch  had  put  a  few.  questions,  the  Chairman 
asked  Mr.  Waring  (with  regard  to  Roulet's  Injection) 
if  among  the  highest  class  of  traders  it  was  considered 
legitimate  to  sell  a  medicine  bearing  on  its  label  a  guaran- 
tee of  genuineness  by  the  facsimile  signature  of  somebody 
who  had  never  existed.  Witness  said  he  thought  it  was 
quite  legitimate. 

This  closed  Mr.  Waring's  evidence.  He  was  thanked  by 
the  Chairman,  and  the  Committee  adjourned  until  next 
Thursday. 


TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  buyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.,  January  16. 

JT  cannot  yet  be  said  that  business  in  the  drug  and 
chemical  markets  has  developed  satisfactorily,  the 
tone  being  unusually  quiet.  A  reduction  in  the  5  per  cent. 
Bank  rate  and  the  disposal  of  the  Balkan  question  are 
the  chief  stumbling-blocks  in  the  way  of  an  expansion. 
The  bulk  of  price  alterations  this  week  are  slight.  Quinine 
is  firmer  with  a  good  business  in  progress,  the  price  in 
second-hands  being  close  up  to  that  of  makers.  Interest 
now  centres  in  the  Amsterdam  bark-auction  to  be  held 
next  week,  and  the  result  is  eagerly  awaited  in  view  of  the 
belief  that  an  agreement  will  be  reached.  English  makers 
of  citric  acid  have  advanced  their  prices  in  view  of  the 
Camera  not  being  a  seller  of  lime  citrate.  Arsenic  is 
cheaper  and  ammonia  sulphate  dearer.  Among  drugs 
asafetida  has  been  in  better  demand,  importers  meeting 
the  market;  balsam  tolu  is  firmer;  belladonna-root  and 
digitalis-leaves  remain  cheap,  and  rather  lower  rates  would 
be  accepted  for  guinea  grains.  English  castor  oil  is 
cheaper.  Celery-seed  is  dearer  and  scarce.  Ceylon 
cinnamon  oil  has  sold  freely,  and  is  now  higher.  Cod- 
liver  oil  is  firmer;  eucalyptus  oil  quite  firm  and  in  fair 
demand;  higher  prices  are  asked  for  juniper-berries  and 
Florentine  orris.  Opium  is  a  dead  letter.  Lemon  oil 
remains  excessively  scarce  on  spot,  and  W.I.  lime  oil  has 
advanced  since  the  auction.  The  principal  movements 
have  been  as  under  : 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Barberry 

Ammonia 

Castor  oil 

Arsenic 

Celery-seed 

sulphate 

(Eng.) 

Guinea  grains 

Cinnamon  oil 

Cod-liver  oil 

Lead 

Turpentine 

Citric  acid 

Lime-juice 

compounds 

(Eng.) 

Nutmegs- 

Pepper 

Juniper-berries 

^Peppermint 

Lime  oil 

Oil  (Jap.) 

(W.I.) 

Pot.  prussiate 

Mace 

Orris  (Flor.) 

Quinine 

Cablegram. 

New  York,  January  15. — Business  in  drugs  has  im- 
proved. Opium  has  declined  20c.  to  $6.40  per  lb.  for 
druggists'  in  single  cases.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  con- 
tinues easy  at  $2.75  per  lb.  Central  and  South  American 
copaiba  is  steady  at  45c.  Canada  balsam  is  firm  at  $4.50 
per  gal.,  and  round  buchu-leaves  are  scarce  and  firmly 
held  at  $1.50  per  lb.    Cascara  sagrada  is  unchanged. 

London  Markets. 

Aloes. — Fifteen  cases  have  arrived  from  Aden  per 
Culna. 

Anise  Oil  (Star). — Retail  parcels  of  "Red  Ship" 
brand  sell  at  7s.  per  lb.  spot,  and  to  arrive  shipment  within 
the  next  two  months  6s.  4d.  c.i.f.  is  quoted.  For 
November-December  shipment  from  6.s.  2d.  to  6s.  5d.  c.i.f. 
has  been  paid  recently,  the  business  chiefly  applying  to 
the  covering  of  "bear"  sales. 
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Arsenic  is  cheaper,  ton  lots  of  best  white  Cornish 
powdered  offering  at  23/.  in  barrels  and  24/.  in  kegs, 
smaller  lots  at  24/.  in  barrels  and  25/.  in  kegs,  ex 
wharf  London.  Other  interests  quote  the  same  quality, 
but  in  lots  of  at  least  five  to  ten  tons  at  from  20/.  to 
21/.  per  ton  c.i.f.  London,  according  to  quantity,  in  the 
usual  3  to  4  cwt.  casks. 

Asafetida. — Importers  have  shown  a  disposition  to  meet 
buyers,  consequently  there  has  been  more  demand,  about 
forty  cases  changing  hands,  principally  for  Continental 
account,  at  prices  between  70s.  and  100s.  per  cwt. 
'  Balsam  Toltj. — Owing  to  the  fact  that  recent  arrivals  on 
the  Hamburg  market  have  gone  into  consumption  at  the 
equivalent  of  from  about  3s.  to  3s.  6c/.,  the  market  here  is 
firmer,  and  on  spot  3s.  6c/.  is  now  the  lowest. 

Bayberry  Bark  is  dearer,  a  cable  to-day  quoting  31?. 
c.i.f.,  an  advance  of  4s. 

Belladonna-root. — Good-testing  root  is  offered  at  from 
30s.  to  31s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.,  being  cheap. 

Buchu. — As  the  collection  of  the  new  crop  does  not  take 
place  until  February  and  March,  and  is  limited  to  those 
months,  supplies  from  the  Capo  will  not  be  available  until 
the  spring  is  well  advanced.  Meanwhile  there  is  a  fail- 
inquiry. 

Camphor. — Small  spot  sales  of  1-oz.  Japanese  tablets 
have  been  made  at  Is.  Id.  and  j-oz.  at  Is.  8c/.  per  lb ;  also 
2j-lb.  slabs  at  Is.  5-^d.  Sellers  quote  February-March  ship- 
ment of  slabs  at  Is.  5£c/.  c.i.f.,  1-oz.  and  ^-oz.  tablets  at 
Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  Japan  during  the  eleven  months  ended 
November  1912  amounted  to  2,751.106  kin,  against  3,090,595 
kin  in  1911  and  2,925,467  kin  in  1910. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Business  has  been  done  in  African 
tops,  the  value  of  which  is  Is.  per  lb.  for  good. 

Cardamoms. — Good  seeds  have  been  selling  privately  at 
4s.  Vd. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — A  certain  proportion  of  the  recent 
arrivals  sold  on  c.i.f.  terms  have  proved  to  be  of  very  poor 
quality,  and  barely  merchantable.  New  on  the  spot  is 
nominally  35s.,  and  for  old  up  to  45s.  is  quoted. 

Cassia  Oil. — A  fair  spot  business  has  been  done,  includ- 
ing 80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  at  3s.  9c/.  and  70  to  75  per  cent, 
c.a.  at  3s.  6d.  To  arrive  sales  include  80  to  85  per  cent, 
at  3s.  6d.  to  3s.  5^d.,  and  70  to  75  per  cent,  at  3s.  Q±d.  per 
lb.  c.i.f.,  December-January  shipment. 

Castor  Oil. — Hull  make  is  5s.  per  ton  easier,  phar- 
maceutical quality  offering  in  barrels  at  31/.  10s.  per  ton, 
first  pressing  at  29/.  for  prompt  to  June  delivery,  and  15s. 
less  for  July-December,  delivered  free  on  wharf  London  ; 
oil  in  tins  and  cases  50s.  per  ton  extra.  First-pressing 
Bel  gian  is  29/.  10s.  for  prompt  and  1/.  less  for  February- 
December  in  barrels,  ex  wharf  London;  in  Liverpool  good 
seconds  Calcutta  is  quoted  3f d.  per  lb.  for  both  quay  and 
store  parcels. 

Celery-seed  is  dearer  and  very  scarce,  up  to  130s.  per 
cwt.  c.i.f.  being  quoted. 

Cinchona. — Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the  auction 
to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  January  23  show  that  the 
15,759  packages  weigh  1,356,765  kilos.,  and  contain  the 
equivalent  of  81,701  kilos,  quinine  sulphate.  The  manu- 
facturing bark  weighs  1,247,190  kilos.,  and  contains  the 
equivalent  of  78,172  kilos  q.s. ;  and  the  pharmaceutical 
bark  weighs  109,575  kilos.,  and  contains  the  equivalent 
of  3,529  kilos,  q.s.  The  average  percentage  of  the  manu- 
facturing bark  is  6.27,  against  6.31  per  cent,  in  December 
and  6.23  in  November.  At  the  London  auction  on  Tues- 
day 518  packages  were  offered,  comprising  175  bales  East 
Indian  and  340  bales  Java,  of  which  35  and  90  sold  respec- 
tively at  the  unchanged  unit  of  %d.  per  lb.  East  Indian 
officinalis  stem  chips  sold  at  from  2|rf.  to  3c/.  and  Java- 
Ledgeriana  branch  at  4§c/.  to  4^tf.  and  root  3-Jk/.  per  lb. 

Cinnamon  Oil. — A  fair  amount  of  business  has  been 
done  in  Ceylon  leaf  oil  at  up  to  2{d.  per  oz.,  and  2%d.  is 
now  asked ;  previously  the  quotation  for  a  lengthy  period 
had  been  2^d. 

Citric  Acid  is  a  strong  and  dearer  market  at  from 
Is.  5d.  to  Is.  b\d.  per  lb.    English  makers  are  unwilling 


sellers,  on  account  of  the  fact  that  the  Camera  Agrumaria 
will  not  contract  for  citrate  of  lime  except  month  by 
month. 

Cloves. — At  auction  46  cases  Penang  were  bought  in  at 
Is.  Id.  for  good  and  Is.  3d.  for  fine.  Privately  Zanzibar 
on  spot  is  quoted  IQfed.,  and  sellers  for  delivery  quote- 
January-March  at  lO^c/.  and  March-May  at  lO^c?. 

Coca-leaves. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam 
on  January  23,  2,495  packages,  weighing  129.785  kilo6., 
and  containing  2,087  kilos,  total  alkaloids,  will  be  offered, 
the  average  percentage  being  1.61,  against  1.67  per  cent, 
in  December. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  Lofoten  cod-fishing  may  bo 
expected  to  open  at  about  the  end  of  this  month ;  mean- 
while reports  have  come  to  hand  of  the  new  fishing,  and 
it  appears  the  fish  is ,  about  the  same  size  and  fatness  of 
last  year.  For  prompt  shipment  of  new  1913  oil  72s.  c.i.f. 
is  quoted,  samples  being  on  the  way,  and  for  1912  oil  one 
agent  asks  68s.  c.i.f.  "and  others  70s.  Our  Bergen  corre- 
spondent reports  a  .firmer  market,  finest  non-congealing, 
(1912)  offering  at  from  68s.  6c/.  to  69s.  6c/.  per  barrel  c.i.f. 
The  total  exports  from  Norway  during  1912  were  61,500' 
barrels. 

Copaiba  is  in  slight  demand  at  from  Is.  lid.  to  2s.  per 
lb.  for  filtered  B.P. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  flat,  and  2s.  6d.  easier  at  24/.  15s. 
for  the  usual  Liverpool  brands  for  prompt  and  24/.  17s.  6c/. 
for  February- April. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  firm  and  unaltered,  with  raw- 
material  hardening  ;  98-per-cent.  powder  is  quoted  87.?.  and 
95-per-cent.  85s. 

Digitalis-leaves  are  offered  at  30s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  for 
good  quality. 

Elemi. — A  parcel  of  25  cases  has  arrived. 
Eucalyptus    Oil. — With    small    arrivals   and    a  fair 
demand  market  is  quite  firm,  B.P.  oils  offering  at  Is.  6c/. 
to  Is.  7f/.,  and  Is.  8c?.  for  high  test.    Globulus  is  scarce 
at  Is.  7c/.,  and  Amygdalina  neglected  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Gentian. — The  Culna  has  brought  189  bales  from  Mar- 
seilles.   Market  is  steady  at  27s.  c.i.f. 

Guinea  Grains. — A  fair  quantity  is  available  in  Ham- 
burg, from  whence  57s.  6c/.  c.i.f.  is  the  nominal  quotation  j 
on  the  spot  60s.  will  buy. 

Gum  Acacia. — Sudan  sorts  are  slightly  easier,  with 
sales  of  fair  down  to  33s.  per  cwt.  for  January-February 
shipment.  To  arrive  new  crop  has  been  sold  at  30s.  In 
East  Indian  gum  business  has  been  done  in  Ghatti. 
descriptions  at  31s.  for  superior,  27s.  for  No.  1.  and 
21s.  9c/.  for  No.  2,  all  c.i.f.  terms.  Senegal  gum  is  wry- 
slow  at  about  33s.  f.o.b.  Bordeaux  for  Bas  de  Fleuve. 

Ipecacuanha. — Five  packages  of  Minas  have  arrived 
from  Bahia.  The  new  lot  of  45  bales  of  Johore  is  in  the- 
Cutler  Street  warehouse,  and  will  be  offered  next  week. 
Business  has  been  done  in  cultivated  Minas  at  8s.  3cZ.  to 
8s.  4ci.    Matto  Grosso  is  nominally  8s.  9rf. 

Juniper-berries. — From  Italy  the  higher  quotation; 
of  from  13s.  6c/.  to  15s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  is  quoted, 
according  to  quality. 

Kola. — About  30  tons  have  been  cleared  off  the 
Hamburg  market;  on  the  spot  the  nominal  price  is  6c/., 
practically  nothing  being  available  from  first-hands. 

Lemon  Oil  is  exceedingly  firm  and  very  scarce  on  spot, 
sellers  asking  12s.  to  12s.  6d.  net  for  tip-top  quality,  and 
from  lis.  to  lis.  3c/.  for  fair  average.  To  arrive  for 
January-March  shipment  quotations  vary  between  lis.  9c/. 
to  12s.  6c/.  c.i.f.,  partly  subject  to  confirmation. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  January  11  states  that  the  market 
is  still  completely  upset  by  the  unusual  conditions  which 
prevail,  and  keen  speculation  tends  to  accentuate  the  con- 
sequence of  the  natural  causes,  which,  taken  alone,  had 
already  made  the  market  position  difficult.  It  now  remains- 
to  be  seen  if  events  will  further  assist  this  bullish  move, 
or  if  our  market  will  once  more  take  a  more  normal  course. 
It  has  also  to  be  seen  whether  the  production  of  new-  oil 
will  now  be  sufficient  to  counter-balance  the  deficiency  of 
the  December  production  and  the  non-fulfilment  by  many 
contractors  of  their  engagements.  At  present  the  nominal 
price  has  reached  such  an  extraordinary  level  that  only 
speculators  have  done  business  of  any  importance,  and  only 
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those  who  were  really  in  need  for  immediate  delivery  have 
bought  trifling  quantities.  The  big  exporters  have  been 
playing  the  game  of  "  wait  and  see,"  and  although  foreign 
buyers  have  been  asking  for  prices,  still  they  have  not 
appeared  inclined  so  far  to  pay  the  exorbitant  prices  which 
represent  our  present  nominal  market  values. 

Lemongrass  Oil  on  the  spot  is  quoted  4^c?.  to  4^c?.  per 
oz.,  and  to  arrive  3|c?.  net  c.i.f.  is  a  recent  quotation. 

Lime  Oil. — Since  the  auction  the  quotation  in  first-hands 
for  West  Indian  distilled  has  advanced  to  Is.  4c?.,  and  for 
natural  8s.  6c?.  is  quoted. 

Menthol. — The  closing  prices  last  week  were  rather 
steadier,  and  this  week  they  have  been'  maintained, 
but  there  is  little  actual  business,  Kobayashi  on  spot  being 
31s.,  probably  30s.  6d.,  and  Suzuki  30s.;  Yazawa  has  been 
sold  at  29s.  6c?.,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  it  can  be  repeated. 
Arrival  quotations  are  from  29s.  6c?.  to  31s.  c.i.f.  up  to 
April  shipment,  but  no  business  is  reported. 

The  exports  from  Japan  during  November  amounted 
to  16,527  kin,  valued  at  208,852  yen.  During  the  eleven 
months  ended  November  the  exports  have  been : 

1910  1911  1912 

Kin    107,365  96,397  117,067 

Yen    584,667  775,743  1,363,234 

Exports  of  peppermint  oil  during  January  were  25,747 
kin,  valued  at  111,039  yen ;  during  the  eleven  months  the 
figures  were:  1910,  134,326  kin;  1911,  140,323  kin;  1912, 
161,555  kin. 

Musk. — With  small  stocks,  sellers  of  fine  thin-skin  blue 
Tonquin  pod  continue  to  ask  80s.  per  oz.  for  first  pile, 
and  64s.  to  65s.  for  old-fashioned  well  trimmed  ;  pile  3 
is  scarce  and  wanted.  Fair  Euesian  Cabardine  sells  at 
17s.  6c?.  per  oz.  ;  no  China  is  available. 

Olibanum  meets  with  a  slow  sale,  the  value  being  about 
43s.  for  good  fair  drop,  35s.  for  middling  drop,  28s.  for 
garblings,  and  20s.  for  siftings. 

Opium. — Business  continues  of  quite  a  retail  character, 
with  an  absence  of  prices  from  primary  markets  ;  21s.  may 
be  quoted  as  the  spot  price  of  good  Turkey  druggists'. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  stock  of  Turkey  opium  on  the  spot 
is  about  260  cases,  while  that  of  Persian  is  about  700 
cases. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  January  3  :  We  have 
again  had  a  very  brisk  inquiry  by  American  buyers 
at  full  figures,  and  only  yesterday  one  of  our  principal 
brokers,  representing  several  large  holders,  accepted  the 
American  limits,  and  some  43  cases  old  and  new  changed 
hands  at  the  following  figures:  182  ptrs.,  equivalent  to 
20s.  3d.  per  lb.  for  old  Karahissar,  about  II5  per  cent. ; 
172  ptrs.,  equivalent  to  19s.  per  lb.,  for  new  Aksar,  about 
10£  per  cent. ;  170  ptrs.,  equivalent  to  18s.  9d.  per  lb.,  for 
new  mixed,  10  to  10^  per  cent. ;  160  ptrs.,  equivalent  to 
17s.  9d.  per  lb.,  for  new  current  qualities,  9  to  9i  per  cent. 
The  weather  has  turned  cold,  with  frost  in  all  the  upper 
districts.  The  arrivals  in  Smyrna  amount  to  2,181  cases, 
against  1,066  at  same  date  last  year. 

A  Constantinople  correspondent  writes  on  January  11 
that  the  sales  for  the  week  amount  to  19  cases  druggists' 
at  from  265  to  270  ptrs.  per  oke,  and  nine  cases  "soft," 
of  which  five  were  at  280  and  four  at  330  ptrs.  Market  is 
rather  firmer  in  consequence.  Telegrams  announce 
damage  by  frost  to  the  growing  crops,  but  our  opinion  is 
that  the  news  is  exaggerated,  and  as  snow  has  fallen  it 
is  impossible  to  state  whether  any  damage  has  been  done. 
The  arrivals  in  Constantinople  amount  to  2,266  (oases', 
against  1.248  cases  in  1912,  and  consist  of  1,212  cases  drug- 
gists', 728  "soft,"  and  326  Malatia,  as  against  818,  370,  and 
60  cases  respectively  in  1912.  The  stock  amounts  to  918 
cases  against  i550  cases,  and  consists  of  513  druggist^', 
275  "soft."  and  130  M!alatia,  against  213,  88,  and  49  cases 
respectively. 

Orange  Oil. — A  Palermo  advice,  dated  January  11,  re- 
ports that  speculative  interests  rather  than  actual  demand 
from  consuming  markets  is  responsible  for  further  ad- 
vance, and  sweet  of  new  crop,  without  engagement,  is 
quoted  10s.  8%d.  c.i.f.  ;  on  the  London  market  one  agent 
quotes  10s.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  . 

Orris. — Quotations  to  hand  by  mail  from  Italy  name 
66s.  c.i.f.  for  fair  Florentine  sorts  being  again  dearer. 
Spot  is  offered  at  65s.  for  good  and  62s.  6c?.  for  fair  sorts. 

Palmarosa  Oil. — Genuine  has  been  selling  in  fair  quan- 
tity on  the  spot  at  from  7^c7.  to  8c?.  per  oz. .  and  at  7c?.  net 
c.i.f. 


Peppermint  Oil. — Agents  are  still  advised  from  the 
United  States  to  sell  sparingly  in  view  of  the  strong 
position  on  that  side,  and  $2.80  has  been  refused  for  a 
round  quantity  of  a  good  brand.  On  the  spot  there  cannot 
be  said  to  be  much  life  in  the  market  at  between  lis.  6c?. 
and  lis.  9c?.  H.  G.  H.  is  quoted  15s.  London  terms  and 
14s.  9c?.  to  arrive,  at  which  business  has  been  done.  Japan- 
ese is  rather  easier  on  spot,  with  sales  at  7s.,  and  Suzuki 
at  6s.  10£c?.  This  brand  has  also  sold  for  February- 
March  shipment  at  6s.  l-^-c?.  c.i.f.  Kobayashi  is  offered 
at  6s.  6c?.  c.i.f. 

Pine  Oil. — In  further  reference  to  last  week's  para- 
graph we  understand  that  good  quality  of  Siberian  oil 
is  obtainable  at  Is.  to  Is.  lc?.  per  lb.,  and  even  less  to 
large  buyers. 

Potash  Prussiate  is  about  \d.  per  lb.  easier  at  from 
6c?.  to  6-^d.  for  yellow. 

Potassium  Iodide  of  Japanese  make  is  quoted  at  9s.  7^c?. 
per  lb.  c.i.f.  terms,  which  is  above  the  parity  of  the  British 
quotation  of  10s.  3c?.,  less  5  per  cent.,  in  1-cwt.  lots.  The 
exports  from  Japan  during  November  amounted  to 
7,719  kin,  valued  at  43,413  yen.  During  the  eleven  months 
ended  November  the  exports  were  as  follows  : 

1910  1911  1912 

Kin    49.861  48,479  55  028 

Yen    225,012  221,193  262,066 

Quicksilver  is  steady  and  unchanged  at  from  7?.  15s: 
for  firsts  and  7?.  10s.  for  seconds. 

Quinine. — A  good  business  has  again  been  done,  chiefly 
from  second-hands,  at  higher  rates,  the  sales  including 
B  &  S  and  (or)  Brunswick  at  %d.  per  oz.,  and  subse- 
quently at  9gc?.  for  old  import ;  May  delivery  has  been 
sold  at  9^c?.,  Amsterdam  at  9£c?.  to  9^d.,  and  Java  9^c?. 
to  9|c?.  to  9gC?.  The  German  makers  have  also  sold  new 
sulphate  at  their  official  price  of  9Jc?.,  but  all  orders  are 
subject  to  confirmation.  The  interest  now  centres  in 
the  forthcoming  bark  sale  at  Amsterdam,  as,  if  the  agree- 
ment between  planters  and  makers  should  be  confirmed,  a 
sharp  advance  ought  to  take  place  in  the  unit.  The 
"  0.  P.  &  D.  Reporter,"  in  its  issue  of  January  6,  to  hand 
to-day  (Thursday)  somewhat  anticipates  matters  in  the 
following  paragraph  : 

"Advices  to  the  effect  that  the  long  contemplated  and 
eagerly  sought  agreement  between  the  Java  cinchona-growers 
and  the. European  quinine-makers  for  a  fixed  minimum  unit 
for  the  basic  material  had  been  consummated  to  become 
operative  with  the  new  year  have  appreciably  quickened 
interest  in  the  quinine-market,  and  to  this  influence  is  attri- 
buted the  recent  firming  of  stocks  in  second-hands.  The 
basis  of  the  agreement  is  reported  to  be  five  Dutch  cents  per 
bark  unit,  which  is  calculated  to  justify  a  twenty-five  cent 
level  for  quinine." 

Rhubarb. — Small  sales  of  good  bold  round  Canton  of 
even  pinky  fracture  have  been  made  at  2s.  5c?.,  also  flat 
High-dried  of  fair  pinky  fracture  at  Is.  2c?.,  and  rough 
round  horny  High-dried,  slightly  wormy,  and  dull 
fracture  at  10c?.  Fair  quantities  of  China  rhapontica 
character  have  lately  changed  hands,  including  the  bold 
at  5^c?.,  but  the  stocks  in  first-hands  are  very  large.  It 
will  be  seen  from  the  drug-statistics  published  last  week 
that  stock  of  all  descriptions  of  rhubarb  was  1,226  pack- 
ages, of  which  probably  about  a  thousand  consist  of 
rhapontica  character. 

Sarsaparilla. — The  arrivals  comprise  11  bales  genuine 
grey  Jamaica  and  three  of  Lima. 

Senega  is  very  quiet  at  2s.  8^d.  per  lb.  net  on  spot. 

Senna. — Small  sales  of  good  green  Alexandrian  leaf 
have  been  made  at  8e?|,per  lb.  Half-leaf  and  siftings  are 
scarce  and  wanted.  Buyers  are  waiting  for  the  new  crop, 
which  it  is  said  will  be  small.  Tinnevelly  leaf  has  been 
in  fair  demand  from  second-hands. 

Shellac. — At  auction  460  cases  offered,  and  64  cases 
sold  without  reserve,  including  fine  orange  slightly  matted 
at  80s.,  slightly  matted  to  firmly  matted  76s.  to  77s.,  dull 
palish  free  74s. ;  of  Button,  61  cases  offered  and  32  sold, 
including  stamped  pure  at  81s.,  cakey  to  blocky  resinous 
fourths  46s.,  and  blocky  Ralli  43s.  to  44s.  per  cwt.  Pri- 
vately the  market  is  quiet  but  steady  at  71s.  to  72s.  for 
fair  TN  orange,  and  69s.  for   free  AC  Garnet.  lor 
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arrival,  January-February  shipment  of  TN  is  quoted 
73s.  6d.  c.i.f.,  and  AC  Garnet  70s.  c.i.f.  Futures  slow, 
the  sales  including  March  at  72s.  6d.  to  72s.,  May  at 
74-s.  6d.  to  73s.  and  sellers. 

Tartaric  Acid  is  steady  at  Is.  Id.  for  English  and 
Is.  0|rf.  for  foreign. 

Tamarinds. — Fair  black  Calcutta  in  casks  have  changed 
hands  at  lis.  per  cwt.  Fifty  casks  have  arrived  per 
C'vlna. 

Turpentine  closes  to-day  (Thursday)  at  31s.  l±d.,  being 
about  10^d.  lower  on  the  week. 

Wax,  Carnauba.— Chalky  grey  is  unaltered  at  157s.  6d. 
per  cwt.  spot. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Retail  sales  of  good  squares  have  been 
made  on  spot  at  46s.,  and  to  arrive  42s.  6d.  c.i.f.  is  quoted. 

Manchester  Chemical-market. 

January  15. 

The  market  continues  on  the  dull  side  owing  to  the  recent 
holidays.  Export  trade  is,  however,  satisfactory,  and  prices 
are  well  maintained.  White  caustic  soda,  76  to  77  per  cent., 
is  quoted  at  from  10/.  5s.  to  10?.  12s.  bd. ;  70  to  72  per  cent., 
9/.  12s.  to  9/.  12s.  bd. ;  and  60  per  cent.,  81.  5s.  to  81.  12s.  bd. 
Ammonia  alkali,  48  per  cent.,  31.  to  31.  5s.  per  ton  in  bags. 
Bicarbonate  of  soda,  41.  17s.  bd.  to  5?.  Bleaching-powder, 
5/.  5s.  to  51.  15s.,  forward  casks  on  rails.  Saltcake,  42s.  bd. 
per  ton.  Soda  crystals,  42s.  bd.  to  45s.  per  ton  bags,  all 
f.o.r.  Aniline  oil,  pure,  4{d.  to  4±d.,  and  salt,  4d.  to  4\d. 
Sulphate  of  copper  has  not  declined  as  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  rather  sharp  reduction  in  the  raw  metal. 
Generally,  quotations  are  25/.  7s.  bd.  to  25/.  12s.  bd.  per  ton 
for  best  brands  delivered  Manchester,  with  5s.  to  7s.  bd. 
per  ton  more  asked  for  forward  delivery.  White  powdered 
arsenic,  foreign,  quoted  23/.  to  25/.  per  ton  delivered  here. 
There  is  no  change  in  glycerin.  Brown  acetate  of  lime 
steady.  Coal-tar  products  rather  in  sellers'  favour.  Sul- 
phate of  ammonia,  14/.  6s.  M.  to  14/.  7s.  6c?.,  on  rails,  Man- 
chester. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

The  conditions  ruling  in  the  heavy-chemical  market  are 
on  the  whole  of  a  satisfactory  character,  although  business 
is  for  the  greater  part  confined  to  prompt  or  near  require- 
vnents.  Demand  on  contract  account  and  for  export  is  fair. 
Values  rule  steady,  with  few  material  changes. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  continues  to  maintain  a  firmer  tone, 
and  is  a  shade  higher.  Present  nearest  figures:  Beckton, 
25-per-cent.  ammonia  guaranteed,  January-April,  14/.  ;  Lon- 
don, prompt,  13/.  12s.  bd. ;  Leith,  14/.  12*.  bd.,  with  January- 
June  14/.  15s. ;  Liverpool,  14/.  lis.  3d. ;  and  Hull,  14/.  8s.  9d. 

Lead-peoducts  are  nominally  unchanged,   but  they  are 
rather  weaker  in  tone. 

Strontium  Products  are  steady  and  in  fair  demand,  with- 
out pressure.  Precipitated  carbonate  of  strontia,  90  to  95 
per  cent.,  11/.  to  12/.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quantity, 
etc.  Mineral  carbonate  of  strontia,  lumo.  86  to  90  per  cent 
147.,  and  smalls,  80  to  85  per  cent.,  12/.  "Hydrate  of  strontia 
crystals,  in  casks,  9/.  to  97.  15s.  per  ton. 

Magnesium  Salts  have  met  with  fair  average  demand 
-Tnd  are  steady.  Sulphate,  67s.  bd.  to  72s.  bd.  ;  chloride! 
70s.  to  75s. ;  and  carbonate,  30s.  to  37s.  bd.  per  cwt. 

Quinine  and  Cinchona  in  1912 

Messrs.  C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Soehne,  of  Mannheim- 
Walclnot,  have  issued  (per  Messrs.  Domeier  &  Co.)  their 
annual  statistics  relating  to  quinine  and  bark.  These  show 
the  imports  into  the  U.K.  (2,716.000  lb.),  exports  from  Java 
(16,190,000  Amst.  lb.),  first-hand  .stock  of  bark  in  London 
(3,533  packages)  and  Amsterdam  (52,911  package?),  range  of 
unit  in  London  (-&d.  to  \d.  per  lb.)  and  Amsterdam  (3- 07  to 
4.42  cents  per  half-kilo.),  average  percentage  of  quinine  in 
manufacturing-bark  offered  at  Amsterdam  (6  38  per  cent  ), 
the  periods  covered  in  their  circular  being  from  1898  to 
1912  inclusive.  The  statistics  also  show  the  makers'  price  of 
the  B.  &  S.  brand  from  1901  to  1912,  the  estimated  contents 
?™  Aulnlne  ln  tlle  bark  soIa  by  auction  at  London  (about 
oOO.OOO  oz.)  and  Amsterdam  (11,911,000  oz.)  respectively  and 
the  stock  of  quinine  in  London  (3,580,000  oz).  The  fluctua- 
tions m  prices  during  the  last  sixteen  years  (1897  to  1912) 
show  that  the  highest  price  of  the  mak'ers  was  Is  9id  in 
March  1899  and  the  lowest  7|<7.  in  January  1897,  September- 
November  1906,  and  January  1909-Decemb'er  1911. 

Messrs.  Widenmann,  Broieher  &  Co.,  in  the'  course  of 
their  annual  report  on  bark  and  quinine  during  1912,  state 
that  the  year  was  one  cf  "great  expectations,"  partly 
realised,  inasmuch  as  German  quinine  in  second-hands  rose 
from  7grf.  to  9%d.,  while  the  German  makers'  quotation  was 
advanced  to  84,d.  in  April  and  to  9%d.  in  May,  after  being 


stationary  at  l^d.  since  January  1909.      The  negotiations 
between  Java  bark-planters  and  quinine-makers  have  con- 
tinued all  through  the  year;  the  problem  of  an  agreement 
evidently  presents  many  difficulties,  but  the  quinine  market 
has,  on  the  whole,  shown  great  optimism  in  its  views  respect- 
ing the  outcome,  believing  it  unlikely  that  planters  will 
in  the  long  run  prefer  a  more  or  less  antagonistic  indepen- 
dence, with  its  chances  of  positive  or  relative  loss,  to  a 
unity  of  interests  and  the  certainty  of  mutual  and  substan- 
tial advantage.    Comparatively  moderate  shipments  of  bark 
from  Java  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  caused  prices 
in  Holland  to  rise  about  30  per  cent,  in  May,  an  eager 
demand  being  evinced  both  at  and  after  the  auction.  Later, 
however,  the  exports  assumed  larger  proportions  (the  total 
for  1912  is,  after  all,  only  about  half  a  million  pounds  below 
that  of  1911) ;  the  attitude  of  bark-importers  and  bark-buyers 
at  the  same  time  appeared  to  point  to  further  hitches  in  the 
negotiations,   the  importers  refusing  to  sell  under  about 
4.25  cents,  with  quinine-makers  buying  the  smallest  possible 
quantities  thereat.     As  a  consequence,  the  purchases  at 
auction,  plus  the  quantities  secured  privately,  fall  consider- 
ably short  of  the  figures  of  the  preceding  years,  and  the 
unsold  bark  stocks  in  first-hands  have  now  reached  52,911 
packages  in  Amsterdam.    The  extent  of  the  second-hand 
stock  in  Holland  -cannot  be  ascertained,  but  seeing  that, 
despite  smaller  (known)  sales,  bark  exports  from  Holland 
have  been  larger  by  over  two  million  pounds  than  in  the 
two  preceding  years,  the  quantities  stored  in  private  ware- 
houses must  have  been  of  some  importance.    The  quinine 
consumption  appears  to  be  steadily  growing.    The  Indian 
Government  factories  acquired  30,500  kilos,  quinine  in  the 
bark  in  Holland   (against  9,950  kilos,   in  1911),   and  the 
quinine  shipments  to  India,  whether  for  purpose  of  im- 
mediate consumption  or  in  anticipation  of  possible  higher 
prices,    have    latterly    assumed    large    dimensions.  The 
authorities  in  all  malarial  countries  continue  their  efforts 
to  familiarise  the  population  with  the  advantages  of  quinine 
prophylaxis.      The    United    States    imports  of    bark  and 
quinine  alone  have  not  maintained  their  former  level,  a 
fact  ascribed  chiefly  to  improved  sanitary  conditions.  The 
Bandong  factory  finished  the  year  1911  with  an  unsold 
quinine  stock  of  84,000  kilos.,  and  in  1911  acquired  about 
70,000  kilos,  quinine  sulphate  in  the  bark.    The  directors  do 
not  appear  to  favour  the  erection  of  further  private  quinine- 
works  in  Java,  or  of  a  Government  factory,  which  under- 
takings have  been  in  contemplation  ;  they  rather  evince  an 
inclination  to  work  hand-in-hand  with  the  old  makers.  Their 
brand  has  not  been  so  freely  offered  of  late,  and  its  value 
has  approached  that  of  German  quinine  within  gfZ.  to  %d.  per 
oz.,  being  quoted  at  the  same  figure  as  Amsterdam.  The 
London  stock  of  quinine,  plus  the  quinine-contents  of  the 
London  and  Amsterdam  first-hand  bark  stocks,  represents 
about  13.500,000  oz.  quinine,  or,  say,  about  seven  months' 
consumption ;    the  statistical   position    may  therefore  be 
considered  satisfactory. 

Quinine  Imports. 

The  following  figures  represent  the  imports  of  quinine 
into  the  United  Kingdom  from  1907  to  1911  inclusive,  as 
shown  by  the  Annual  Statement  of  Trade : 


From 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

oz. 

oz. 

oz. 

oz. 

oz. 

Germany 

1.046,332 

If6,212 

319,018 

536,2^6 

426,444 

Netherlands ... 

5<u  ,214 

7^7.652 

1,47R,7P6 

1.54^,593 

1,617.516 

Java   

577,900 

463,800 

756,4  26 

1,083/05! 

1,226,194 

France 

68.144 

80,391 

165,835 

14,742 

16.914 

U.S.A. 

55,630 

10,000 

1,140 

Other  foreign 

Countries 

5,960 

2,056 

6,792 

2,480 

2,345,180 

1,480,141 

2,719,185 

3.184,995 

3,289,548 

From  British 

possessions 

£00 

1.000 

2,418 

2,345,180 

1,480,611 

2,720,185 

3,184,995 

3,291,960 

£8l,8C9 

£49.181 

£82,556 

£90,771 

£98,056 

The  1912  figures  are  not  yet  available. 


Among  the  products  imported  into  Austria-Hungary  from 
the  United  Kingdom  in  1911  were :  "  Medicines  and  per- 
fumery"  valued  at  5,912/.,  against  6,059/.  in  1910  and  4,550/. 
in  1909;  "gums  and  resins"  valued  at  16,579/.,  against 
19,418/.  in  1910  and  25,854/.  in  1909;  "chemical  substances" 
valued  at  116,144/.,  against  50,233/.  in  1910  and  74,676/.  in 
1909;  "chemical  products"  valued  at  55,584/.,  against 
58,939/.  in  1910  and  58,079/.  in  1909.  The  exports  from 
Austria-Hungary  to  the  United  Kingdom  in  1911  in- 
cluded :  "  Gums  and  resins"  valued  at  4.600/.,  against  1,740/. 
in  1910  and  10,118/.  in  1909;  "chemical  substances  and 
products,"  79,010/.,  against  143,900/.  in  1910  and  117,700/. 
in  1909. 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 

Drugs  for  India. 

Sir, — A  few  months  ago  there  was  some  correspondence 
in  your  journal  on  the  subject  of  drugs  sent  to  the  Indian 
market,  attention  being  drawn  to  the  unsatisfactory  pre- 
parations often  sent  out.  We  are  able  to  endorse  much 
of  the  criticism.  A  flagrant  case  which  has  just  come 
under  our  notice  illustrates  and  emphasises  the  remarks 
of  your  correspondent.  We  have  recently  received  direct 
from  India  an  original  sealed  1-lb.  pot  labelled  "Ext. 
Belladon.  Virid.  P.B.  1898,"  and  bearing  the  name  and 
signature  band  of  a  well-known  English  druggist.  This 
extract,  including  the  pot,  freight,  and  other  charges,  was 
bought  in  India  at  less  than  the  figure  obtained  on  the 
London  market  for  genuine  extract  in  wholesale  quan- 
tities, naked.  The  extract,  the  alkaloidal  content  of 
which  we  found  to  be  0.29  per  cent,  total  alkaloids,  is  a 
sticky  mass  without  a  vestige  of  green  colour,  and  was 
certainly  never  made  from  fresh  herb  in  accordance  with 
the  directions  of  the  B.P.  Surely  it  is  time  something 
was  done  if  eo-called  respectable  English  houses  stoop  to 
such  measures  as  these  to  sell  to  the  Indian  market.  , 
We  are,  yours  faithfully, 
For  Stafford  Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd., 

Finsbury,  London,  E.C.     Kenneth  C.  Allen,  Director. 

Insurance  Dispensing. 

Sir, — Some  months  ago  I  received  a  prescription,  signed 
'by  a  local  colliery  doctor,  as  follows  : 

1^  Hyd.  perchlor  gr.  vj. 

I  asked  the  man  who  brought  it,  "  Did  the  doctor  tell 
you  how  to  use  this?  "  "  Oh,  yes  !  "  answered  he  ;  "  we 
know  quite  well."  Not  satisfied,  I  further  asked,  "  How 
is  it  to  be  used  ?  "  "I  have  to  give  my  wife  half  to-night 
and  half  in  the  morning."  I  gave  hyd.  subchlor.,  and 
'wrote  a  letter  to  the  doctor,  returning  him  the  prescrip- 
tion. (I  believe  lawyers  get  7>s.  6d.  for  a  letter  !)  The 
State  values  the  powder,  'plus  my  service,  at  2^d.  (six 
powders  same  price).  At  this  rate,  what  is  my  income 
per  year?  Compare  answer  with  amount,  of  salary  and 
pension  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Socialism 
aims  at  equality,  but  I  am  afraid  that  I  cannot  .see  my 
way  to  join  the  army  of  State-fed  chemists  until  these  two 
figures  come  a  little  nearer. — Yours  truly, 

Durham.  William  Smith. 

Sir, — I  see  a  note  in  the  Journal  says  :  "  It  is  improb- 
able that  an  extra  '  fee  for  dispensing  late  at  night, 
Sundays  or  Bank  holidays,  will  be  allowed."  Now, 
without  asking  for  anything  too  excessive,  such  as  6d., 
or  even  4c?.,  I,  under  the  following  circumstances,  want 
2d.  I  work  single-handed,  open  at  8,  shut  Mondays, 
Tuesdays,  and  Thursdays  at  8,  Wednesdays  1,  Frid  lys  9, 
Saturdays  10,  and  have  slept  off  the  premises  only  six 
nights  in  _  six  years,  three  on  a  Sunday  and  three  on  a 
Bank  holiday.  I  have  no  doubt  plenty  more  can  be  j 
found  like  me.  Is  it  seriously  suggested  by  an  official 
of  the  Society  of  which  I  am  a  member  that  such  as 
we  are  not  even  to  have  2c?.  for  such  work  ?  Why,  an 
ordinary  labourer  gets  his  time  and  quarter  overtime  for 
the  first  two  hours,  then  his  time  and  half  ;  night  work  ■ 
double  time,  ditto  on  Sundays  ;  but  a  pharmacist  (what 
a  blessed  word  that  to  the  authorities  l-M  like  charity,  it 
covers  a  multitude  of  sins)  is  to  be  fobbed  off  with  any  : 
sort  of  a  snarl.  Do  Boots  keep  open  all  night,  or  even  have 


men  on  the  premises  after  they  shut  ?  Do  Harrods  ? 
Do  the  Army  and  Navy  Stores  ?  I  trow  not ;  and  I  do  not 
blame  them,  I  merely  envy  them.  I  am  on  the  panel 
provisionally,  but  I  shall  very  soon  be  off  if  this  is  to  be 
the  final  word.  Personally,  I  have  always  charged  for 
being  disturbed  ' '  unless  the  person  was  a  regular  cus- 
tomer ' ' — a  regular  customer  will  apologise. 

Another  Single-handed  Chemist.  (194/29.) 

[We  understand  that  there  will  be  an  allowance  in  respect 
to  late  dispensing.  The  Commissioners  merely  refused  to 
sanction  charges  which  they  considered  to  be  excessive: 
but  this  fact  has  not  closed  the  door,  ro  an  arrangement 
whereby  chemists  and  doctors  will  be  reasonably  recom- 
pensed for  exceptional  attendance. — Editoe,  C.  &  Z).] 
Insurance  Dispensing  Bisk. 

Sir, — Another  title  has  been  conferred  on  me.  ' '  Fire- 
brand of  Hereford"  sounds  all  right,  and  if  I  were  a 
Socialist  would  be  sufficient  to  gain  me  a  "  job  "  as 
Inspector  of  Pharmacies  at  least,  if  not  a  seat  in  the 
House  at  400?.  a  year  to  keep  me  quiet.  It  is  a  pleasure 
to  meet  a  man  like  Mr.  Sadler,  of  Cowes,  who  has  been 
converted  to  the  faith ;  but  why  does  he  not  enlighten  us 
instead  of  asking  conundrums  ?  The  first  I  will  deal 
with,  "Do  insurances  usually  pay  the  insurer?"  This 
has  some  vague  reference  to  insurance.  In  these  days  one 
can  insure  against  any  conceivable  risk,  and,  knowing, 
I  should  meet  with  some  criticism,  I  wrote  weeks  ago 
in  anticipation  to  Mr.  Schooling,  who  is  acknowledged  to 
be  one  of  the  greatest  experts  on  insurance  and  author 
of  the  best  books  on  the  subject.  I  asked  him  if  any  of 
the  offices  who  were  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  ins 
and  outs  of  the  Insurance  Act  would  insure  the  chemists 
against  risk.    His  reply  is  here  quoted  verbatim: 

"  Since'  I  received  your  letter  I  have  been  trying  to  take 
an  opportunity  to  discuss  your  suggestions  with  some  insur- 
ance managers  to  see  whether  they  regard  it  as  possible  to 
meet  your  requirements  in  any  way.  As  I  expected,  nobody 
thinks  it  is  the  least  possible  to  cover  by  means  of  insurance 
the  risks  you  mention." 

So  that  the  insurance  companies,  who  are  willing  to  insure 
the  lame,  the  halt,  and  the  blind  against  sickness  and 
unemployment,  are  not  prepared  to  insure  the  dispenser 
against  his  risks  under  the  blind  contract  he  has  accepted. 
Having  signed,  it  is  wise  to  make  the  best  of  a  bad 
bargain  ;  but  it  is  not  human  nature  to  rejoice  in  being 
imposed  upon  because  one  happens  to  be  in  a  defenceless 
position.  Yours  truly, 

Hereford.  "  J.  J.  Jackson,  Ph.C. 

Scotland  and  England. 

Sir, — It  appears  to  me  that  the  Scottish  chemist  has 
emerged  from  the  prolonged  negotiations  with  the  Insur- 
ance Commissioners  in  much  worse  case  than  his  English 
brother.  The  latter,  being,  generally  speaking,  a  non- 
dispensing  chemist,  gets  "  recognition  "  and  some  new- 
business  he  never  had  before.  The  Scottish  chemist,  on 
the  other  hand,  has  to  put  up  with  a  serious  encroach- 
ment on  his  legitimate  and  necessary  dispensing  profits, 
and  the  country  Scottish  chemist  actually  loses  "  recog- 
nition," at  a  distance  of  one  mile  from  his  place  of  busi- 
ness ;  for,  tempted  by  the  2s.  capitation  drug-allowance,  it 
is  certain  that  the  Scottish  doctor  will  begin  to  dispense 
for  his  insured  patients.  This  in  itself  is  bad  enough, 
but  the  really  grave  and  imminent  danger  is  that,  once- 
having  contracted  the  dispensing  habit  (having  his  drugs, 
bottles,  etc.,  about  him),  he  will  extend  his  dispensing  to- 
his  private  patients.  In  that  case  the  position  of  the 
Scottish  chemist  becomes  truly  deplorable.  This  aspect  of 
the  matter  has  been  laid  before  the  Scottish  Insurance- 
Commissioners,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  suppose  that  it 
will  be  considered  sympathetically ;  but,  however  willing 
the  Commissioners  may  be  to  do  justice  to  the  Scottish 
chemist,  however  able  and  arduous  the  efforts  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee,  in  my  opinion  very 
little  will  be  effected  unless  such  efforts  are  backed  up  by 
a  strong,  well-advertised,  purely  Scottish  agitation.  Jl 
would  therefore  suggest  that  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  (Scotland)  a,  mass- 
meeting  of  Scottish  chemists  be  held  in  Edinburgh,  some- 
time in  March,  before  the  new  agreement  is  signed.  From 
such  meeting  strong  resolutions  might  be  sent  to  Press  andl 
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Parliament.  Such  a  gathering  would  enormously  strengthen 
the  hands  of  the  Scottish  Pharmaceutical  Committee. 
Without  any  intention  of  being  disrespectful,  I  must  say 
I  think  the  private  method  of  defending  our  interests 
has  had  its  chance,  and,  so  far  as  Scotland  is  concerned, 
has  proved  abortive.  I  would  therefore  invite  every 
■Scottish  chemist  who  agrees  with  my  proposal  to  write 
to  Mr.  Eutherford  Hill,  Edinburgh,  and  ask  him  to 
.summon  the  "  clansmen  "  to  arms. — -Yours  faithfully, 
Golspie.  James  Mennie. 

An  Annan  Subscriber  (113/31)  also  writes:  "Is  anything 
•being  done  about  the  grave  injustice  of  allowing  doctors  to 
dispense  for  patients  residing  outside  a  mile  radius?  It  is 
going  to  do  us  her©  some  considerable  harm,  and  greatly 
reduce  the  number  of  probable  customers." 

Cleaning  Medicine-bottles. 

Sie, — If  in  the  history  of  pharmacy  there  ever  was  a 
moment  when  the  practical  subject  of  bottle-cleaning  had 
an  especial  interest,  that  moment  must  surely  be  the  pre- 
sent one.  On  Wednesday,  January  15,  nearly  fourteen 
million  insured  persons  got  the  right  to  present  then- 
prescriptions  to  pharmacists  to  be  dispensed,  and  no  doubt 
with  the  prescription  the  medicine-bottle  will  generally  be 
presented  also.  Some  of  these  bottles  will  no  doubt  need 
■cleaning,  and  there  are  some  pharmacists  who  seem  to 
look  on  this  as  a  hardship.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  bottle  necessary  to  hold  the  medicine  would  appear  to 
be,  legally  speaking,  just  as  much  a  part  of  the  medicine 
to  which  the  patient  is  entitled  as  is  an  ingredient  in 
that  medicine ;  so  that  the  proposal  to  lend  medicine- 
hottles  on  deposit  and  to  repay  the  deposit  in  full  on 
.return  of  the  bottle — a  proposal  to  which  I  may  say  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  on  Insurance  gave 
;most  careful  consideration — would  seem  to  be  the  best  one 
practicable  in  the  circumstances.  At  the  institutions 
with  which  I  am  connected  over  forty  thousand  prescrip- 
tions were  dispensed  last  year,  and  I  suggest  that  it  is 
worth  while  to  always  have  at  hand  four  bottle-brushes 
■■phial,  quarter,  half,  and  one  pint  sizes) ;  and  if  bottles 
•cannot  be  cleaned  in  this  way  it  will  be  found  that  strong 
nitric  acid  will  almost  always  clean  them  at  once.  Measure 
•out  half  a  drachm  of  commercial  nitric  acid.  s.g.  1.420.  and 
to  clean  6-oz.  or  8-oz.  bottles,  pour  it  into  the  bottle,  rinse 
the  measure,  then  cork  the  bottle  and  tilt  it  so  that  the 
strong  acid  flows  over  every  part  of  the  interior.  To 
prevent  the  acid  acting  on  metal  pipe  of  sink 
when  poured  away,  neutralise  it  by  adding  ten 
times  its  volume  of  a  solution  of  sodium  carbonate 
■<(1  in  4),  turn  on  tap,  and  rinse  the  bottle  well. 
Nitric  acid  answers  better  than  hydrochloric,  and  the  use 
•of  a  strong  acid  seems  to  give  the  best  results,  while 
it  _  is  marvellous  how  few  bottles  cannot  be  cleaned  in 
this  way.  With  regard  to  oily  bottles,  the  method  adopted 
on  a  large  scale  is  to  boil  the  bottles  for  a  few-  minutes 
in  a  strong  solution  of  washing  soda,  and  this  is  probably 
the  best  method  for  the  retailer  to  follow.  Can  any  phar- 
macist recommend  a  perfect  method  for  the  quick  and 
•easy  cleaning  of  oily  bottles  without  heat  ? 

Yours  truly, 

London,  N.  Robekt  W.  Lindsey. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,"  1913,  pp.  zn-z4z  and  pp.  457-459,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 

F.  R.  (108/38).—  See  reply  to  "  W.  J."  A  price  for  dis- 
tilled water  is  given  in  the  tariff. . 

J.  H.  (114/6). — Exhibition  of  Chemists'  Certificates. — Yes. 
See  paragraph  "Certificates"  in  C.  dfc  D.  Diary,  p.  215. 

Jlicini  (100/33). — Insurance  Dispensing  by  Unqualified 
Persons  is  contrary  to  the  Act,  whether  the  prescriptions 
■contain  poisons  or  not.  See  C.  di-  D.,  January  11,  index 
'folio  49. 

Maud  (194/22). — If  you  are  in  business  on  your  own  account 
you  cannot  dispense  any  medical  prescription  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act,  even  although  youliave  been  a  dis- 
penser to  a  medical  practitioner  or  an  institution  for  three 
years  immediately  prior  to  the  Act. 


./.  P.  I.  (193/22). — (1)  A  neuralgia-mixture  containing 
Tinctures  of  Henbane  and  Gelsemium  in  excess  of  de  mini- 
mis non  curat  lex  is  a  Part  2  poison.  (2)  Your  Trade-name 
may  be  used  on  your  poison-labels.  See  G.  <£  D.  DtO}% 
p.  215,  under  "  Labelling." 

W.  J.  (195/58). — Proprietary  Articles  prescribed  for  In- 
surance patients  may  be  charged  at  the  minimum  retail 
prices,  but  there  is  no  rule  in  the  Drug  Tariff  in  respect  to 
them.  If  cod-liver  oil  emulsion  is  supplied  to  such  a  patient 
by  a  chemist  he  is  entitled  to  charge  the  insured  person 
for  the  bottle,  but  must  refund  the  money  when  it  is  returned. 

A.  F.  B.  (192/46). — Sale  of  Poisonous  Gauzes. — Our  corre- 
spondent wishes  to  know  if  a  drug-store  owner  who  is  on 
the  panel  for  the  supply  of  drugs,  except  scheduled  poisons 
and  appliances,  can  legally  supply  cyanide  and  sublimate 
gauzes.  [No;  they  are  scheduled  poisons,  which  he  is  pre- 
vented by  the  Pharmacy  Act  from  selling,  or  keeping  open 
shop  to  sell.] 

Gnome  (188/56). — Shops  Act. — A  chemist's  assistant  is  en- 
titled under  this  Act  to  one  half-holiday  weekly  from 
1.30  p.m.  His  employer  cannot  during  that  time  compel 
him  to  attend  elsewhere  in  order  to  do  two  hours'  work,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  prevent  the  assistant  doing  the 
work.  If,  however,  the  employer  pays  extra  for  that  work 
he  will  infringe  the  Act. 

E.  H.  It.  (176/10)  is  Tenant  under  a  Repairing  Lease,  but 
the  landlord  covenants  to  keep  in  repair  the  main  walls, 
roof,  etc.  The  kitchen  chimney  smokes  badly,  but  the  land- 
lord refuses  to  have  it  rectified ;  can  he  be  compelled  to  do 
so?  [The  landlord  is  not  liable  to  repair  the  smoking 
chimney  unless  it  results  from  want  of  repair  to  the  roof 
or  wall  of  the  premises,  which  is  improbable.] 

Bourne  (195/41). — Dispensing  Ready-made  Pills.— We  are 
advised  that  if  an  Insurance  Act  doctor  orders  pills  accord- 
ing to  a  maker's  .list,  the  chemist  should  charge  for  each  of 
the  ingredients  and  add  the  dispensing-fee.  This  may  be 
modified  in  practice,  as,  for  example,  if  the  prescription  is 
written  on  the  "  special  drug  "  form  and  when  the  accounts 
come  to  be  rendered. 

Scotia  (194/65). — Insurance  Dispensing  Agents. — Our  cor- 
respondent puts  the  following  question :  A  is  a  chemist  011 
the  dispensing  panel  at  B.  C  and  D  are  two  adjoining 
villages  without  a  chemist,  but  a  medical  man  is  in  one  of 
them.  Can  A  legally  have  agents  at  C  and  D  notifying 
the  Insurance  people  that  they  can  get  their  Insurance  pre- 
scriptions at  B  ?  [Yes  ;  but  A,  in  order  to  ensure  payment  by 
the  Insurance  Committee,  must  be  on  the  dispensing  panel 
for  C  and  D.] 

Streatham  (190/61).— Copying  Insurance  Prescriptions  is 
not  obligatory,  nor  is  it  demanded  by  law.  The  prescriptions 
may  be  filed  in  any  convenient  manner,  -  those  containing 
poison  being  "  entered "  (the  Pharmacy  Act  says,  not 
"copied")  in  the  prescription-book.  Such  prescriptions  may 
be  pasted  or  copied  in  the  book.  For  the  convenience  of 
those  who  desire  to  have  complete  records  of  Insurance  dis- 
pensing, books  for  the  purpose  can  be  obtained,  but  their 
use  is  not  compulsory. 

Ignoramus  (194/4). — Insurance  "Rural  Areas." — The 
querist  has  a  country  business,  and  is  on  the  dispensing  panel 
for  the  county  division.  There  are  two  doctors  in  the  vil- 
lage, and  their  patients  would  in  some  cases  live  two  or  two 
and  a  half  miles  from  his  business  premises.  The  doctors' 
surgeries  are,  however,  quite  close  to  his  premises,  and 
patients  would,  in  the  great  majority  of  eases,  have  to  pass 
the  shop  to  get  to  the  surgery.  Would  the  doctor  be  entitled 
to  dispense  for  such  a  patient  if  he  (the  patient)  lived  more 
than  a  mile  from  our  correspondent's  business,  but  had 
to  pass  it  in  getting  to  the  surgery  ?  [It  is  not  possible  to 
reply  definitely  to  this  query,  because  the  term  "  rural  area  " 
has  not  yet  been  defined.  It  is  not  improbable,  however, 
that  power  will  be  given  to  Insurance  Committees  to  settle 
such  cases  as  the  above,  and  that  "rural  area"  will  not 
apply  to  urban  districts.] 

Lessee  (185/47). — When  a  Lease  of  Business  Premises 
gives  the  lessee  an  option  to  determine  the  lease  at  a 
specified  time,  upon  six  months'  notice,  is  the  giving  of 
such  notice  legally  binding  on  the  lessee,  and  would  it  pre- 
judice the  lessee  if  he  wished  to  sell  his  business?  What  is 
usually  done  when  a  lease  has  several  years  to  run  and 
the  lessee  disposes  of  his  business?  [The  notice  to  deter- 
mine the  lease  is  legally  binding  on  the  lessee,  unless,  of 
course,  both  he  and  the  lessor  agree  to  cancel  it.  The 
lessee  may  be  prejudiced  by  having  given  the  notice  if  he 
wishes  to  sell  his  business,  as  the  lessor  may  refuse  to  accept 
the  purchaser  as  a  tenant,  either  altogether  or  except  at  an 
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increased  rent.  As  a  rule,  upon  the  sale  of  a  business,  the 
vendor  assigns  the  unexpired  portion  of  his  lease  to  the 
purchaser,  who  then  holds  the  premises  at  the  same  rent, 
and  upon  the  same  terms,  as  the  vendor  previously  did.  The 
lessor's  consent  to  an  assignment  may  be  necessary,  and  the 
original  lessee  remains  liable  to  the  lessor  in  the  event  of 
default  on  the  part  of  the  assignee.] 

Sanitas  (187/20). — Is  this  a  Libel? — Our  correspondent 
asks  the  question  in  respect  to  the  following  handbill : 
Pure  Drugs  and  Chemicals. 
The  title  Pharmacist 
ensures   that   you   will   be  obtaining    goods   from   one    who  is 
thoroughly    qualified   to  deal  with   every    drug   and   to  handle 
poisonous  substances  with  that  teclmieal  knowledge,  accuracy,  and 
skill  which  alone  can  be  relied  upon  in  connection  with  matters 
pertaining  to  medicine,  and  on  which  so  much  depends.    I  have  a 
reputation  for  supplying  the  best  drug*. 


No  club  or  Insurance  dispensing  done. 


The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  a 
Southern  newspaper  : 

"Quantity  of  slightly  soiled  surgical  dressings  and  stale  drugs 
for  sale.    Suitable  for  chemists  on  the  Insurance  Panel." 

[Name  and  address.] 

[In  itself  the  handbill  is  not  a  libel,  but  local  and  other 
special  circumstances  may  make  it  good  ground  for  action 
against  the  person  who  issues  it.] 

M.  P.  S.  (194/10). — Insurance  Dispensing  Questions. — (A) 
In  the  event  of  a  doctor  prescribing  for  an  insured  person 
a  B.P.C.  preparation  only,  which  may  not  be  in  the  tariff, 
may  the  chemist  charge  a  dispensing-fee  in  respect  of  that 
preparation  ?  [This  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  article 
prescribed.  Pills,  capsules,  tablets,  powders,  ointments, 
suppositories,  and  plasters  in  the  official  tariff  are  to  be 
dispensed  at  the  tariff  prices  (i.e.,  without  the  dispensing- 
fee),  but  for  mixtures,  paints,  gargles,  lotions,  liniments, 
and  all  liquid  preparations  for  internal  and  external  use 
this  condition  is  not  laid  down,  so  that  a  dispensing-fee  of 
2d.  is  allowed  up  to  8  oz.  and  id.  over  8  oz.,  with  an 
addition  of  2d.  in  the  case  of  an  emulsion.  Until  the  con- 
trary is  proved,  we  therefore  conclude  that  in  the  pricing 
of  drugs  not  included  in  the  list  the  same  principles  upon 
which  the  tariff  charges  are  determined  have  to  be  applied, 
plus  the  dispensing  charge,  except  in  the  case  of  B.P. 
and  B.P.C.  pills,  etc.]  (B)  In  the  prescribing  of  sun- 
dries for  an  insured  person,  may  the  doctor  prescribe  any 
sundries  he  may  choose,  or  must  he  restrict  himself  to  those 
sundries  mentioned  in  the  tariff,  if  the  prescribed  sundries 
are  to  be  supplied  by  the  chemist  under  the  Insurance 
arrangements  ?  [Only  the  appliances  specified  in  the  regula- 
tion and  the  official  tariff  are  to  be  supplied  free  to  insured 
persons.  If  the  doctor  prescribes  anything  else  the  insured 
person  has  to  pay  for  it,  unless  the  local  Insurance  Com- 
mittee has  made  special  arrangements  in  respect  to  these 
things.  For  example,  water-beds  and  other  expensive 
appliances  are  to  be  lent  by  some  Insurance  Committees.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during:  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


A.  H.  (91/19). — Crotalin  Solution,  which  is  used  in  cer- 
tain forms  of  epilepsy,  is  made  from  the  dried,  yellowish 
scales  of  the  evaporated  venom  of  Crotalus  horridvs.  The 
venom  is  obtained  from  the  living  reptile  and  dried 
between  glass  plates,  under  a  bell  jar,  in  the  sun.  A 
solution  which  is  put  up  in  ampoules  is  then  made  by  dis- 
solving crotalin  in  glycerin  and  sterile  water  to  which  a 
few  drops  of  trikresol  are  added  as  a  preservative.  The 
dose  of  crotalin  by  injection  ranges  from  to  jfe  of  a 
grain. 

F.  K.  V.  (Bombay)  (173/8).— Preparation  of  Papain. — 
The  best  description  of  the  preparation  of  papain  with 
which  we  are  acquainted  was  given  in  the  Winter  Number 
of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  '1904.  The  following  is  an 
abstract  from  the  article  referred  to  :  To  obtain  the  juice 
the  rind  of  the  fruit  is  lightly  scored  with  a  bone  or 
wooden  knife,  and  the  juice  is  allowed  to  fall  into  cala- 
bashes containing  a  small  quantity  of  water.    The  fruit, 


which  is  not  removed  from  the  tree,  may  be  subjected  to 
the  operation  of  tapping  several  times  at  intervals  of  two 
or  three  days.  After  collecting,  the  juice  soon  becomes- 
coagulated,  and  drying  is  effected  as  speedily  as  possible, 
as  the  juice  deteriorates  in  a  few  hours.  In  hot,  dry- 
weather  the  coagulated  milk  may  be  placed  in  thin  Iayers- 
on  sheets  of  glass  and  exposed  to  the  sun,  but  on  a  large 
scale  an  American  fruit-dryer  or  drying-stove  is  used.  In. 
the  last-named  apparatus  the  milk  is  spread  on  drying- 
frames,  made  by  stretching  brown  linen  on  light  wooden 
frames.  The  temperature  used  must  not  be  above  100°  F;. 
or  the  active  principle  will  be  destroyed.  The  dried 
material  is  subsequently,  while  still  warm,  reduced  to  a 
fine  powder  in  a  drug-mill. 

/.  IJ.  H.  (183/70).— Mucilago  Acacia  made  with 
powdered  gum  is  not  nice,  being  dull  in  appearance  and 
sourish.  The  quantity  of  powder  used  is  as  prescribed  by 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia. 

It.  M.  L.  (183/26). — You  should  consult  a  specialist. 

J.  E.  G.  (187/10).— Cleaning  Old  Bottles.— A  good  lye  for 
cleaning  medicine  and  poison  bottles  that  have  contained 
oils  and  the  like  is  made  by  mixing  7  lb.  of  ordinary  washing 
soda  and  3  lb.  of  slaked  lime  with  12  gals,  of  water.  Allow 
to  settle,  and  use  a  pint  of  the  solution  with  4  .gals,  of  boiling 
water  to  steep  the  bottles  in.    See  also  Mr.  Lindsey's  letter. 

Erimus  (186/54). — The  British  Pharmacopoeia,  new  edition, 
is  expected  to  be  published  in  1914,  and  it  will  become 
official  as  soon  after  publication  as  notification  of  the  fact 
in  the  "  London  Gazette  "  can  be  made.  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Commissioners  will  no  doubt  put  questions  in  regard 
to  it  on  the  earliest  opportunity. 

Aspirin,  (185/ 43). — Outdoor  managers,  qualified,  receive 
from  21.  10s.  per  week  upwards,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  business  and  the  locality.  The  amount  also  depends- 
upon  the  assistant's  qualifications. 

Anon.  (192/21). — Insurance  Requirements. — We  understand 
that  trusses  are  not  to  be  paid  for  by  Insurance  Committees, 
but  by  the  insured  persons.  You  say  that  many  doctors 
will  be  ordering  oxygen,  and  how  is  the  chemist  to  price  it? 
We  do  not  think  that  such  orders  will  be  given  by  doctors, 
as  the  cases  requiring  it  are  not  of  the  nature  that  doctors 
are  expected  to  attend ;  except  up  to  a  point,  when  the 
patients  will  be  ordered  to  a  hospital. 

Maori  (189/10). — Situations  in  New  Zealand  can  only  be- 
got by  going  out  to  the  Dominion  with  good  references. 
There  is  no  special  demand  there  at  present  for  unqualified 
men  from  the  home  country.  Whether  or  not  you  can  get 
a  situation  soon  after  arriving  depends  upon  your  abilities 
and  recommendations.  We  do  not  as  a  rule  advise  those 
connected  with  the  drug-trade  to  leave  England  until  they 
have  passed  the  Preliminary  and  Minor  examinations,  for 
in  the  event  of  their  coming  home  again  qualification  would 
be  their  best  asset. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  Jan.  15,  1863. 


Hew  Remedies— Bromide  of  Ammonium. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  the  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  held  at  Cambridge,  a  paper  was 
read  by  Dr.  Gibb,  "  On  the  Physiological  Effects  of  the 
Bromide  of  Ammonium."  He  said  that,  "  although  not 
complete,  his  experiments  were  sufficiently  positive  in  their 
results  to  justify  him  in  bringing  the  subject  before  the 
Association."  This  salt,  he  stated,  had  a  tonic,  sedative, 
or  anti-spasmodic  action,  according  to  the  quantity  given 
and  the  mode  of  administration ;  and  the  structures  affected 
by  it  were  the  skin  and  mucous  membrane,  and  fatty  com- 
pounds. In  producing  anaesthesia  of  the  fauces,  it.  was 
superior  to  the  bromide  of  potassium,  and  possessed  the 
power  of  diminishing  fat  in  the  economy,  and  influencing 
the  arrest  of  atheromatous  changes ;  and  he  thought  it  would 
ultimately  bo  found  of  more  value  for  the  reduction  of 
corpulency  and  allied  states  than  any  other  substance  at 
present  known.  It  has  been  found  to  be  very  useful  in 
some  of  the  milder  forms  of  skin-discase,  and  of  equal  value 
with  the  bromide  of  potassium  as  an  absorbent  in  glandular 
and  other  enlargements,  and  superior  to  it,  in  some  respects, 
in  the  treatment  of  some  other  forms  of  disease.  Dr.  Gibb 
has  also  employed  it  in  epilepsy  with  marked  benefit,  and 
also  in  cases  of  strumous  ophthalmia  in  the  young.  Bromide 
of  ammonium  is  a  white  prismatic  salt,  becoming  yellow 
and  slightly  acid  by  exposure  to  air.  It  is  very  soluble  in 
water,  but  only  sparingly  soluble  in  alcohol.  It  is  composed 
of  one  atom  each  of  bromine  and  ammonium. 
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OUR  GERMAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "  C.  &  D.") 


Apottaeker  C.  A.  Jungclaussen,  one  of  the  best-known 
figures  in  German  pharmacy,  has  received  from  the 
Senate  of  the  Free  Town  of  Hamburg  the  title  of  Professor. 
This  New  Year  honour  coincides  with  his  completion  of 
twenty-five  years'  ownership  of  a  pharmacy.  Since  1896  he 
has  acted  as  the  pharmaceutical  assessor  in  the  Hamburg 
Medical  Department,  and,  besides  taking  an  active  part  in 
all  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the  profession,  has  also 
done  a  considerable  amount  of  scientific  and  literary  work. 

A  Jubilee. —  Farbwerke  vormals  Meister,  Lucius  &  Briin- 
ing,  in  Hochst  o/Main,  celebrated  on  January  4  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  its  foundation,  and  the  event  was  made  the 
subject  of  special  festivities  at  which  representatives  of  the 
Prussian  Government,  the  University  of  Marburg,  the  tech- 
nical high  schools  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  Munich,  the  town 
of  Hochst,  and  of  the  chemical  industry  took  part.  To  com- 
memorate the  event  the  company  made  donations  aggregat- 
ing the  sum  of  112,500^. ,  of  which  50,000?.  was  destined  to 
increase  the  pensions  paid  to  workmen  and  foremen  of  the 
works,  25,000?.  was  paid  into  the  employes'  pension  fund, 
17,500?.  was  distributed  in  the  form  of  a  jubilee  gift  to  all 
the  employes,  12,500?.  for  the  erection  of  a  public  swimming- 
bath,  and  1,000?.  presented  to  two  local  societies.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  above,  the  board  have  voted  a  sum  of  12.500?. 
to  enlarge  the  Home  for  the  Aged,  and  the 
families  of  the  founders  have  presented  2,500?.  to 
be  distributed  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  veterans 
who  took  part  in  the  Franco-Prussian  War  and 
reside  in  Hochst,  as  well  as  250/.  to  the  local  Red 
Cross  Society.  The  Kaiser  showed  his  interest  in  the  event 
by  distributing  a  large  number  of  orders  and  medals  to  those 
connected  with  the  firm.  Privy  Councillor  G.  von  Bruning 
and  W.  von  Rath  received  the  Order  of  the  Prussian  Crown 
of  the  second  class,  and  Privy  Councillor  Dr.  von  Meister 
the  Red  Eagle  of  the  fourth  class  with  the  crown,  while 
sixty-one  workmen  received  decorations.  The  business  was 
founded  in  1863  by  Dr.  Eugen  Lucius  and  Dr.  Adolf  Bruning, 
with  whom  were  associated  L.  August  Muller  and  C.  F. 
Wilhelm  Meister.  In  1883  the  company  undertook  the  manu- 
facture of  pharmaceutical  preparations,  foremost  among 
which  figure  antipyrin.  At  the  present  time  the  company 
employs  7,680  workmen,  374  foremen,  307  chemists,  74  tech- 
nical employes,  and  611  office  employes,  with  a  total  pay-roll 
in  the  past  year  of  690,000?.  The  capital  amounts  to 
1,800,000?.,  and  a  dividend  of  30  per  cent,  is  paid. 


INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Mr.  Charles  W.  White.— The  paragraph  in  our  issue 
of  January  4  regarding  the  doyen  of  British  drug-travellers 
in  the  East  appears  to  be  erroneous,  in  so  far  as  Mr. 
White  arrived  at  Bombay  on  December  13,  and  did  not 
leave  it  for  England  then.  No  doubt  Mr.  White's  living 
presence  and  unvarying  bonhomie  will  have  assured  his 
friends  in  India  that  all  is  well  with  him. 

The  Death  has  occurred,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two, 
of  Mr.  Gihei  Morita,  proprietor  of  "  Hotan,"  a  famous 
Japanese  remedy,  -which  yielded  a  large  fortune  to  its 
owner,  who  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  fellow-country- 
men. Our  Osaka  correspondent  states  that  Mr.  Morita 
was  given  the  recipe  of  "  Hotan  "  by  a  stranger  when  he 
was  nineteen  years  old. 

"Lion"  Trade-mark  Soap  Dispute.— Judgment  has 
been  delivered  in  Colombo  in  the  appeal  case  of  George 
Uralle  of  Hamburg  v.  N.  Ebramjie  of  Colombo.  Plain- 
tiffs are  proprietors  of  soap  under  the  "Lion"  trade- 
mark, and  defendant  had  imported  "  Jockey  Club  "  trade- 
mark soap  in  packages  resembling  plaintiffs',  and  was 
alleged  to  be  passing  them  off  as  plaintiffs'  soap.  The 
District  Judge  of  Colombo  held  defendant  had  done  so, 
and  ordered  defendant  to  deliver  up  all  his  soap.  On 
appeal,  the  Chief  Justice  held  that  the  plaintiffs'  action 
failed  on  the  broad  ground  that  there  is  no  proof  that 
anyone  was  deceived  into  buying  the  defendant's  soap  for 
that  of  the  plaintiffs.  He  therefore  set  aside  the  judg- 
ment, and  dismissed  the  plaintiffs'  action,  with  costs. 


Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

AH  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  "  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


A  Trade  Union  of  Chemists. 

Sir, — Mr.  A.  E.  Bailey's  scheme  is  welcome  as  the 
most  definite  yet  put  forward.  But  is  it  practicable  ?  A 
good  many  criticisms  suggest  themselves.  The  fact  that 
such  an  Association  would  not  in  the  proper  sense  be  a 
trade  union  at  all  (for  trade  unions  are  essentially  com- 
binations of  labour  against  capital)  need  not  detain  us. 
though  manifestly  such  unions  exerciee  a  power  over  their 
members  which  ours,  were  it  realised  on  these  lines,  would 
not  possess.  But  there  are  formidable  economic  and 
administrative  difficulties  in  the  way,  in  addition  to  the. 
difficulty  inherent  in  human  nature  of  getting  men  to  act 
as  one  when  their  interests  are  mutually  antagonistic. 
Of  course,  pharmacists  have  many  interests  in  common,  but 
competition  is,  after  all,  the  rule  of  business,  and  the 
failure  of  so  many  previous  schemes  for  united  action, 
even  where  there  was  a  general  theoretic  agreement,  makes 
one  a  little  sceptical.  Even  the  purely  defensive  action 
of  the  proposed  union  would  probably  not  be  more  success- 
ful than  that  of  existing  Associations,  such  as  the 
P.A.T.A.,  and  the  idea  that  Associations  embracing  any 
number  of  counties  would  be  able  to  buy  in  bulk  and  dis- 
tribute goods  among  its  members  on  better  terms  to  them 
than  individual  buyers  can  already  obtain  is  surely  illu- 
sory. In  short,  Mr.  Bailey's  scheme  is  more  plausible 
than  feasible.  What  advantage  has  it  over  the  simpler 
one  of  a  direct  affiliation  of  existing  local  Associations 
with  some  central  body?  The  amalgamation  of  the 
P.A.T.A.,  etc.,  with  this  central  Association  would  be  an 
advantage  as  tending  to  simplification  in  working,  and 
other  functions  would  accrue  to  it  in  course  of  time ;  but 
I  doubt  whether  the  time  is  yet  ripe  for  such  an  elaborate 
scheme  as  Mr.  Bailey's.  Yours  truly, 

Senicu?.  (182/8.) 

National  Insurance  Dispensing. 

Sir, — I  don't  know  whether  "  snaring  "  is  considered 
legitimate  sport,  but  the  chaff  left  by  the  doctors  after 
threshing  with  the  aid  of  "  decoy  birds"  has  enticed  many 
into  the  net.  The  plucking  is  about  to  commence.  The 
decoys,  of  course,  will  be  preserved ;  some  of  them  already 
have  gilded  cages,  while  others  who  are  not  sufficiently 
fledged  to  balance  on  a  perch  have  been  provided  with 
"benches"  to  slightly  raise  them  above  the  ground-level. 
We  who  have  hitherto  enjoyed  the  liberty  of  free  trading 
are  now  coerced  into  State  employ,  are  asked  to  work 
overtime,  find  our  own  tools,  workshops,  materials,  etc., 
for  less  than  a  living  wage,  and  if  the  finished  product 
comes  to  more  money  than  the  employers'  sweated  esti- 
mate, the  man  who  has  done  the  work  will  not  be  paid 
in  full  for  his  services.  Such  is  the  refreshing  fruit  which 
"  Xrayser  II."  asks  us  to  eat  and  enjoy  in  peace  and 
contentment  under  our  new  taskmasters. 

The  tariff  is  said  to  be  the  best  bargain  the  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Standing  Committee  could  get  for  us.  Judging  by 
results  and  not  by  the  hard  labour  they  have  borne,  I, 
with  hundreds  of  others,  see  little  need  for  applause. 
The  question  arises  whether  their  energies  were  not  ex- 
hausted in  persuading  the  chemist  to  work  the  Act  at 
any  price  rather  than  establishing  the  just  claims  of  the 
dispenser,  better  work  and  better  pay.  Can  anyone  tell 
me  a  single  point  they  gained,  except  the  so-called  "  prin- 
ciple "  ?     The   Chancellor   has   denounced   the  doctors' 
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eighteenpenny  dispensing  as  a  danger  and  menace  to  public 
health.  He  knows  that  the  chemist  is  the  only  qualified 
dispenser,  besides  the  only  man  who  keeps  the  necessary 
stock.  A  moment's  reflection  would  convince  him  of  the 
insanitary  system  of  lending  bottles  to  dirty  or  infectious 
persons,  and  how  decent  people  will  resent  "second- 
hands."  The  Chancellor  has  also  expressed  his  burning 
desire  for  the  insured  to  get  the  best  of  everything.  How, 
then,  could  he  refuse  anything  reasonable  on  moral  or 
financial  grounds  to  attain  the  fulfilment  of  his  wishes? 
All  the  chemists  I  know  have  gone  on  the  panel  for  self- 
protection  only,  in  the  hope  of  retaining  collateral  business. 

Personally,  I  would  rather  the  doctors  should  have  kept 
their  kind  of  dispensing,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  a 
State  dispensary  would  not  he  preferable.  In  the  first 
place,  we  could  hold  our  own  as  we  have  done ;  in  the 
second,  State  dispensaries  would  ensure  a  living  wage  and 
employment  for  hundreds  of  chemists  who  would  be  better 
out  of  business,  and  the  few  who  will  be  left  behind 
would  not  be  subject  to  their  competition  in  the  retail. 
It  must  be  cheering  to  be  told  by  those  who  give  us 
good  advice  that  over  50  per  cent,  profit  can  still  be  made 
out  of  the  tariff.  It  is  astonishing  how  many  think  they 
have  made  <W.  clear  profit  by  selling  for  Is.  what  cost  8c?. 
net,  and  who  set  no  value  on  their  labour  and  long  hours 
of  confinement.  One  thing  seems  certain — if  more  people 
apply  than  anticipated,  or  if  the  doctor's  twelve  orders 
per  day  exceed  5s.  cost,  the  chemist  will  lose  money,  time, 
and  labour.  What  is  the  use  of  asking  for  extra  fees  if 
the  total  is  in  excess  and  will  not  be  paid  in  full  ?  It  is 
now  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
to  again  appeal  to  the  Chancellor  for  just  payment  of  all 
debts  incurred,  otherwise  all  their  labour  is  in  vain. 

Yours  truly, 

Hereford,  January  6.  J.  J.  Jackson. 

Sir, — The  "Firebrand  of  Hereford"  still  wields  the 
nimble  pen,  I  see.  He  has  w-ritten  so  very  frequently, 
it  sometimes  occurs  to  one  that  more  time  is  spent  as 
scribe  than  as  thinker.  Mr.  Jackson  in  his  last  letter 
taunts  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  and  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  with  lack  of  courage  in  not 
coming  forward  with  arguments  in  defence  of  their 
policy.  May  I  suggest  to  him  that  our  position  still 
calls  for  deeds,  not  words?  I  have  no  doubt  whatever 
that  headquarters  will  give  him  attention  in  due  course, 
but  he  must  exercise  a  little  patience  in  the  meantime. 
If  he  has  gone  the  right  road  to  obtain  information  (and 
he  should  know  that  road),  he  is  as  fully  informed  as  the 
rest  of  us.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  has  not  sought 
it  aright,  I  can,  if  necessary,  give  him  the  tip,  for  I  was 
in  the  same  boat  some  time  ago.  Perchance  he  is  one 
of  those  above  asking  for  information,  pursuing  a  course 
of  grumbling  ignorance.  I  hope  not.  Mr.  Jackson  may 
take  it  from  me  that  a  good  deal  more  has  struck  the 
Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  than  all  the  other 
pharmacists  in  the  country  rolled  into  one.  for  the  simple 
reason  that  the  various  problems  have  been  theirs  to 
solve.  He  is.  of  course,  aware  that  the  pharmacist  is 
not  essential  to  the  working  of  the  Act.  A  "short 
circuit  "  should  readily  show  him  that  if  the  doctors 
dispense  for  their  Insurance  Act  patients,  it  would  not 
be  verv  lone  before  they  dispensed  for  all.  How  would 
this  affect  the  retail  price  of  Mr.  Jackson's  business? 
Mr.  Jackson  is  fond  of  asking  questions — here  are  a  few 
for  him  : 

1.  Do  insurances  usually  pay  the  insurer  ? 

2.  If  so,  have  not  the  pharmacists  more  than  a  sporting 
chance  of  getting-  a  better  tariff  later? 

3.  Has  he  worked  out  the  average  percentage  of  profit 
on  tariff  drugs  at  ounce  rate  ?  If  so,  what  does  he  make  it 
gross  ? 

4.  Presuming,  as  he  does,  that'  tb»  total  of  the  pharmacists' 
bills  exceeds  that  of  the  Drug  Fund — the  Drug  sixpence 
fund — does  he  reallv  think  that  the  British  Government 
will  decide  to  be  adjudged  bankrupt  for  what  at  most  can 
be  a  few  thousand  pounds  ? 

5.  Placed  as  he  is,  why  does  he  presume  to  know  the  con- 
ditions under  which,  and  the  prices  at  which.  50  per  cent, 
of  pharmacists  keep  open  ? 

6.  Did  he,  as  President  of  the  Herefordshire  Pharmacists' 
Association,  and  a  member.  I  presume,  of  the  deputation 


to  the  Insurance  Committee,  not  get  the  question  of  hour 
under  the  Act  defined? 

7.  As  a  business  proposition  to  a  business  man,  which  i 
the  sounder — "  Per  capita  "  or  "  Per  tariff  "  ? 

8.  Does  he  owe  any  allegiance  to  the  craft  and  Society 
If  not,  what  worries  him  ?  (for  he  is  admittedly  independen 
of  State  dispensing).  If  so,  what  has  he  done  for  eithe 
during,  say,  the  last  six  months? 

Yours  truly, 

Cowes.  H.  J.  Sadleb. 

What  the  Shops  Act  has  Done. 

Sir, — May  I  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words  in  prais 
of  the  Shops  Act?  This  town  is  presumably  not  great! 
different  from  others  of  the  same  size.  There  are  nin 
chemists  in  it.  Four  years  ago  we  all  signed  an  agree 
ment  to  close  on  one  half-day.  One,  who  had  signei 
from  fear  of  being  regarded  as  a  blackleg,  soon  had  hi 
pharmacy  half  open.  Another,  who  spent  a  goodly  portioi 
of  his  spare  time  in  watching  the  doings  of  his  confreres 
went  further  :  opened  altogether,  and  did  a  thrivin 
small  trade  at  the  expense  of  the  seven,  who,  however 
for  three  years  honourably  kept  their  agreement  an< 
remained  friends.  When  the  Shops  Act  came  in  the; 
naturally  took  advantage  of  its  provisions,  and  obtained  . 
closing-order  from  the  Town  Council.  Our  interpretatioj 
of  the  Act  is  backed  by  the  local  authority,  and  is  tha 
we  are  no  longer  an  exempted  trade,  but  can,  like  othe 
tradesmen,  supply  anything  if  we  have  reasonable  groun< 
for  believing  it  is  for  a  case  of  illness.  The  chemist 
under  these  conditions,  supplies  tincture  of  iodine,  th 
draper  a  yard  of  flannel,  and  the  grocer  a  pot  of  jelly  fo 
cases  of  illness.  In  your  columns  a  month  or  two  ago  i 
was  correctly  stated  that  this  would  be  a  defence,  anc 
the  vendor  might  be  required  to  state  his  ground  fo 
belief  that  it  was  for  illness.  No  difficulty  will  aris> 
if  chemists  will  intelligently  read  the  Act  and  try  as  loya 
citizens  to  obey  its  terms.  We  all  cry  out  about  the  hour* 
of  a  chemist's  business ;  we  cannot  get  apprentices  partb 
because  of  them.  Surely  it  behoves  us  to  welcome  an  Ac 
which  aids  ns  in  this  respect.  For  myself,  I  never  knev 
what  it  was  to  leave  the  cares  of  business  behind  fo: 
half  a  day  till  the  Shops  Act,  1911,  was  passed  and  th( 
local  chemists  took  advantage  of  the  voluntary  provision: 
of  it.  Yours, 

South.  (185/85.) 

What's  Wrong  with  Pharmacy  ? 

Aspirin  (184/81)  saj's  there  is  nothing  wrong.  It  i.< 
entirely,  to  my  mind,  the  individual  fault  of  the 
pharmacist,  who  persistently  will  put  his  scientific  know 
ledge  and  education  before  the  business  aspect.  If  he 
would  just  alter  the  order  and  put  business  first,  "  Aspirin  ' 
is  confident  the  financial  result  would  be  very  different.  .  . 
Certain  trades  are  more  cheaply  worked  by  one  man 
and  the  chemist's  business  stands  out  paramount  in  this 
respect.  The  advent  of  the  Insurance  Act  will  make 
greater  inroads  into  the  profits  of  companies,  and  thougfc 
the  financial  terms  are  not  what  we  wish  for  individually, 
we  shall  get  the  customers  into  the  shop,  and  we  shall 
make  other  sales  apart  from  Insurance  dispensing. 

Mr.  Harold  Miller  (Cheltenham)  replies  that  "partial 
or  total  blindness  to  facts"  is  what  is  wrong.  The 
average  working  expenses  of  a  chemist's  shop  are  20  pel 
cent,  of  the  returns,  and  he  argues  that  proprietary 
articles  which  show  less  than  that  are  a  loss  to  those 
who  handle  them.    He  continues  : 

"  Let  us  try  to  acknowledge  facts,  own  up  to  our  big  per- 
centage of  patent  sales,  and  unitedly  seek  to  displace  these 
with  standard  articles  which  are  value  for  monev  to  the 
public  and  a  paying  proposition  to  ourselves.  There  are 
men  who  believe  that  drugs  and  chemicals  have  already 
been  selected  as  gambling  counters  by  people  who  like  to 
make  money  quick.  What  wholesale  house  will  stand  by 
the  poor  retail  pharmacist?  Compare  our  great  whole- 
salers with  the  multiple-shop  concerns :  which  is  best  able 
to  fight  a  cornered  market?  " 

"But  there  is  hope  for  pharmacy,"  Mr.  Miller  concludes. 
"  When  men  see  what  the  position  really  is  they  will 
unite.  The  call  for  unity  of  action  is  louder  to-day 
than  ever  before  in  the  annals  of  pharmacy,  and  I  believe 
the  answer  will  be  unmistakable." 
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Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among:  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Golden  Eye-ointment. 
As  an  assistant  in  the  provinces  I  found  ung.  hyd.  oxid, 
rub.   always  supplied,  but  the  tendency  in  London  and 
suburbs  now  is  to  supply  the  yellow  oxide  ointment. — 
W.  E.  Gaze. 

A  Hint  from  Kimberley. 
Your  well-known  publication  is  welcomed  every  week, 
and  not  the  least  interesting  feature  lately  has  been  the 
letters  on  Insurance  dispensing.  We  have  no  burning  ques- 
tion of  this  kind  here;  we  still  get  2s.  del.  for  a  6-oz. 
mixture,  and  2s.  6d.  a  dozen  for  powders;  other  prices  in 
proportion.  You  have  had  quite  a  lot  of  notes  about 
Distemper  lately.  Dogs  are  my  hobby,  and  I  have  won  all 
over  South  Africa  with  my  pointers.  About  seven  years 
ago  we  lost  a  lot  of  puppies  from  distemper,  and  I  tried 
all  the  usual  remedies  without  avail.  Knowing  the  success 
with  which  aspirin  was  being  used  on  human  beings,  I 
tried  it  on  a  collie  pup  belonging  to  a  friend,  with  remark- 
able effect.  It  should  be  administered  in  rather  large  doses, 
10  to  20  grains,  when  first  the  feverish  symptoms  are  noted, 
and  repeated  in  three  hours  if  temperature  is  still  high.  I 
have  not  used  anything  but  aspirin  for  years,  and  have  not 
lost  a  pup  from  distemper  for  seven  years.  Of  course,  the 
usual  precautions  must  be  taken  to  keep  the  dog  warm  and 
give  him  suitable  nourishment — Lemco  and  milk  I  find 
excellent. — G.  Smith  Houghton. 


Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,"  1913,  pp.  211-242  and  pp.  457-459,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 


Kimia  (178/31). — Pharmacy  Qualifications  in  Canada. — See 
C.  &  D.  Diary,  p.  213. 

Rectus  (179/61). — Eastox's  Syrup  Tablets  are  a  Part  1 
poison ;  the  syrup  itself  is  in  Part  2. 

W orthington  (186/68). — See  replies  to  "  Minor "  and 
"  Photo  "  in  the  C.  &  D.,  January  4,  index  folio  31. 

G.  F.  S.  (187/54).— Insurance  Act  Labels.— Ordinary  dis- 
pensing labels  should  be  used.    No  others  are  specified. 

Oxon  (88/34). — Drug-stores  and  Dispensing. — Xo  matter 
how  distant  a  drug-store  keeper  is  from  the  nearest  chemist's 
shop,  if  he  is  not  a  registered  chemist  he  cannot  do  Insurance 
Act  dispensing. 

Paste  (181/74). — Chillie-paste  Label. — If  the  formula  is 
published,  and  the  preparation  is  not  and  never  has  been  a 
proprietary  article,  it  may  be  brought  within  the  exemp- 
tion by  disclosure  on  the  label. 

F.  D.  F.  (178/4).— Advertising  Insurance  Dispensing.— 
There  is  nothing  to  prevent  you  advertising  the  fact  that 
you  are  on  the  dispensing  panel,  and  you  may  do  so  by 
house-to-house  distribution  of  handbills. 

W.  T.  C.  (185/44).— Drug-stores  which  are  not  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act.  1908.  can 
be  put  on  Insurance  Act  lists  for  the  supply  (not  dispensing) 
of  drugs  (other  than  poisons)  and  medical  and  surgical 
appliances. 

Muc.  Acac.  (172/3).—  Companies  and  Insurance  Dispens- 
ing.— If  the  superintendent  cannot  do  the  dispensing  or 
supervise  it,  it  must  be  done  by  or  under  the  supervision  of 
another  registered  chemist  or  by  a  person  recognised  bv 
Section  15  (5,  iii.)  of  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

Hants  (176/26).— Insurance  Dispensing  Prices.— The  ques- 
tion is  :  "  If  less  than  1  dr.  of,  say,  hyd.  perch,  (or  any  other 
article  similarly  priced)  is  ordered  in  recipe,  will  less  than 
id.,  the  tariff  price  for  1  dr.,  be  charged:  or  is  id.  the 
lowest  sum  to  be  charged  for  any  one  article?  "  [Reply  to 
the  latter,  Yes.] 

O.  E.  (86/25).— Shops  Act  Closing  Order.— Section  5  (4) 
on  the  back  of  our  notice-card  is  the  wording  of  the  Act, 
not  our  wording.  Read  the  paragraph  "  Closing  Order  "  in 
our  Diary,  p.  227;  also  "  Illness  "  and  "  Medicines,"  which 
cover  all  the  points  you  raise.  See  also  Legal  Reports  in 
our  issue  of  December  28,  and  in  the  present  issue. 

R.  H.  If.  (184/65).— Your  lung-syrup  label  is  not  liable  to 
medicine  stamp-duty.  The  cough-syrup  and  corn-solvent  labels 


exempt  the  preparations  from  duty  as  known,  admitted, 
and  approved  remedies  if  the  disclosure  is  complete.  The 
same  applies  to  the  tonic,  the  formula  of  which  has  not, 
however,  been  communicated  to  us. 

Cymro  (185/14). — Doctors  Supplying  Drugs  to  Insurance 
Act  patients  residing  in  rural  areas  more  than  a  mile  from 
the  nearest  chemist  will  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  8s.  td.  per 
head  per  annum,  including  drugs.  See  C.  &  D.,  Decem- 
ber 28,  index  folio  957.  It  is  only  when  doctors  supply  reme- 
dies in  special  circumstances  that  they  will  be  paid  according 
to  tariff  rates. 

/.  P.  P.  (186/19). — Insurance  Dispensers  and  Dispensing. — 
(1)  The  young  lady  who  wishes  to  become  a  qualified  dis- 
penser for  Insurance  Act  purposes  can  only  do  so  by  passing 
the  Preliminary  and  the  Minor  examinations,  the  latter  in- 
volving three  years'  experience  in  dispensing  medical  pre- 
scriptions. (2)  If  a  doctor  prescribes  a  stock  mixture  which  is 
not  named  in  the  drug  tariff,  the  chemist  charges  for  it 
according  to  the  prices  of  the  ingredients  xjlus  the  dispensing- 
fee. 

Optics  (183/21). — Sale  of  Poisons. — This  correspondent 
asks :  "  Must  the  superintendent  of  a  limited  company 
actually  hand  scheduled  poisons  over  the  counter,  or  can 
unqualified  assistants  sell  poisons,  provided  the  qualified 
man  is  actually  on  the  premises  although  not  actually 
present  at  the  counter?  "  [The  superintendent  must  be 
visibly  present  and  cognisant  of  the  transaction  when  the 
poison  is  sold.  If  the  poison  is  in  Part  1  of  the  Schedule 
the  purchaser  must  be  known  to  him.] 

Puzzled  (185/63).— Shops  Act  Notice.— The  Home  Office 
regulations  require  that  exempted  trades  shall  on  closing 
days  exhibit  the  notice  such  as  we  publish.  See  "  Mixed 
Shops"  in  the  C.  &  D.  Diary,  p.  228.  You  are  quite  right 
in  surmising  that  there  is  some  doubt  in  respect  to  chemists' 
shops  which  are  closed  by  order ;  it  is  obvious  that  supply 
in  cases  of  illness  being  the  defence  in  such  cases,  the  notice 
may  be  regarded  as  superfluous  if  proceedings  arc  taken, 
but  the  "notice  is  a  safeguard. 

Aspirin  (177/7).— In  Case  of  Illness.— The  reply  to  "G.  E." 
also  applies  to  you.  A  closing  order  means  that  you  must 
close  for  serving  customers.  You  may,  however,  make  the 
intimations  that  you  propose  to  do,  and  sell  any  article  in 
your  shop  which  you  have  reasonable  ground  for  believing 
to  be  required  in  case  of  illness.  Inquiries  should  be  put 
to  the  customer  in  any  doubtful  case.  If  you  suspect  that 
the  customer  lies  to  you.  that  fact  wipes  out  the  "  reason- 
able ground "  upon  which  you  depend  for  protection  in 
case  of  prosecution. 

Puzzled  (183/54). — Insurance  Dispensing  and  the  Shops 
Act. — Our  correspondent  is  a  manager  single-handed,  and 
the  shop  must  be  opened  for  Insurance  Act  dispensing  on 
the  early-closing  day.  Can  he  do  the  latter?  [There  is 
nothing  to  prevent  him  if  he  gets  a  half-holiday  on  some 
other  day.  If  there  is  a  local  order  compelling  chemists  to 
close,  they  may  reopen  for  dispensing-purposes  under  the 
provision  of  Section  4  (7)  of  the  Shops  Act ;  and  we  pre- 
sume that  no  Magistrate  will  say  that  an  Insurance  pre- 
scription or  order  for  drugs  or  appliances  is  not  evidence  of 
illness.] 

Assessment  (183/53)  wishes  to  know  whether  the  amount 
of  the  assessment  of  premises  to  poor  and  district  rates 
bears  any  fixed  proportion  to  the  rental  value  of  the  pre- 
mises. [Methods  of  assessment  vary  in  different  localities 
and  in  respect  of  different  rates,  but  as  a  rule  the  "  rateable 
value  "  of  premises  is  ascertained  in  accordance  with  the 
Parochial  Assessment  Act,  1836,  Section  1.  This  pro- 
vides that  the  rateable  value  is  the  gross  estimated  rental 
of  the  premises,  less  the  probable  average  annual  cost  of 
the  repairs,  insurance,  and  other  expenses,  if  any,  necessary 
to  maintain  them  in  a  state  to  command  such  rent.  In 
London,  as  regards  buildings,  the  amount  of  the  deduction 
allowed  in  respect  of  repairs,  etc.,  is  usually  one-sixth  of  the 
rental.] 

T.  TF.  (181/5). — Ancient  Lights. — Our  subscriber  has  pur- 
chased a  garden  which  is  overlooked  by  the  windows  of  a 
house  standing  upon  adjoining  ground.  The  previous  owner 
of  the  garden  erected  "  shies  "  to  block  the  view  from  the 
house.  "  T  .W."  prefers  to  remove  the  "  shies,"  but  before 
doing  so  will  require  a  written  agreement  by  his  neighbour 
that  he  will  not  make  any  claim  for  "  ancient  lights,"  etc. 
How  should  the  agreement  be  worded  in  order  to  make 
"  T.  W."  secure?  [Space  will  not  permit  of  our  setting  out 
a  form  of  agreement,  and,  in  any  case,  the  safest  course  will 
be  for  "  T.  W."  to  have  a  formal  agreement  or  consent 
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prepared  by  a  solicitor,  and  signed  by  both  the  owner  of  the 
adjoining  land  and  the  occupier  of  the  house.  Notice  of  the 
agreement  should  be  endorsed  upon  the  leading  title-deeds 
to  the  adjoining  property,  or  else  a  new  agreement  should 
be  prepared  on  the  occasion  of  each  change  of  ownership.] 

B.  S.  (181/65).— Insurance  Dispensing.— (1)  If  your  com- 
pany, wants  to  go  on  the  dispensing  panel,  the  only  course 
is  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  local  Insurance  Com- 
mittee and  sign  the  agreement  as  it  is,  unless  you  happen 
to  be  able  to  persuade  them  to  modify  the  terms.  This  is 
being  done  in  some  districts,  and  the  facts  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  C.  cC  D.  (2)  The  doctors  in  your  town  are  not 
permitted  to  dispense  medicines  for  insurance  patients. 
(3)  You  are  wrong  in  surmising  that  the  seventh  clause  in 
the  agreement  enables  the  dispensing  to  be  done  by  un- 
qualified persons.  Such  persons  may  only  dispense  under 
the  supervision  of  a  registered  chemist.  (4)  It  is  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  agreement  that  poison-bottles  are  to  be 
provided  without  charge  to  the  insured  persons ;  the  Insur- 
ance Committees  pay  for  them  out  of  the  drug  allotment 
of  Is.  6d.,  plus  bd.  per  insured  person. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 


J.  F.  K.  (164/19). — Optical  Diploma. — You  should  obtain 
'from  the  Clerk  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Companj-,  Temple 
House,  Temple  Avenue,  London,  E.G.,  a  syllabus  of  the 
examinations  held  by  the  Company.  The  matter  was  also 
dealt  with  fully  in  the  Educational  Number  (August  17), 
index  folio  303. 

P.  B.  J).  <£■  S.  (Agra)  (172/93).— Manufacture  of  Glass.— 
For  books  on  this  subject  see  C.  <£■  D.,  November  9,  index 
folio  733. 

Sar/iva  (174/22). — Sweating-powder  for  an  Adult. — 

Pulv.    antimonialis    gr.  ij. 

Pulv.  ipecac,  co.  ...    gr.  viij." 

Ft.  pulv. 

Take  in  gruel,  and  follow  by  draughts  of  hot  gruel. 

A.  B.  B.  (174/9).— Without  altering  the  formula  of  the 
metal-polish  paste,  it  cannot  be  given  sufficient  fluidity  to 
enable  the  tins  to  be  filled  by  machinery. 

H.  C.  W.  (157/72).— Cattle  Feeding.— You  should  send  to 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  4  Whitehall  Place, 
London,  S.W.,  for  Leaflets  74.  79,  and  142,  which  will  be 
sent  free  of  charge.  These  will  show  you  upon  what  prin- 
ciples cattle  foods  are  compounded  and  probably  supply 
the  information  you  require. 

Tire-lighter  (173/44). — Fire-lighters. — The  combustible 
oils  used  in  the  manufacture  of  tire-lighters  arc  shale  and 
petroleum.  Rosin  is  also  employed,  with  the  advantage 
that  there  is  no  difficulty  or  danger  in  storing  the  kindlers. 

J.  J.  K.  (246/8).— Linseed  Oil  Emulsion.— Since  we 
replied  to  your  inquiry  we  have  found  the  following 
formula  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Thompson  in  the  "  Medical 
Record  "  : 

Linseed  oil  ...       ...       ...      9£  oz. 

Cinnamon  oil        ...       ...       ...  80m. 

Gaultheria  oil    80m. 

Dilute  hydrocyanic  acid  ...  80m. 

Glycerin   190in. 

Syrup      6^  oz. 

Irish  moss  mucilage  to  make...    32  oz. 

You  will  probably  find  it  necessary  to  employ  much  less 
wintergreen  oil  than  mentioned  above,  the  recipe  being 
from  an  American  source  and  not  suited  for  English  tastes. 

H.  S.  (56/23).— Picture-palace  Perfcme. — The  water- 
soluble  perfume  which  is  employed  as  a  spray  in  cine- 
matograph theatres  generally  has  terpineol  as  the  most 
prominent  odour.  Some  of  the  makers  of  synthetic  per- 
fumes specialise  in  water-soluble  preparations  for  the  pur- 
pose, but  if  you  experiment  with  terpineol,  with  artificial 
orange,  bergamot,  orris,  and  vanilline,  you  will  probably 


soon  hit  upon  a  suitable  mixture.  The  perfume  is  sup- 
plied in  concentrated  form,  with  directions  to  add  a  table- 
spoonful  to  one  or  two  pints  of  water. 

G.  0.  B.  P.  (Ghazipur). — Preparation  of  Morphine  and 
Codeine. — The  commercial  process  is  described  in  Thorpe's 
"Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry";  it  is  that  known  as 
Gregory's  process.  The  opium  is  extracted  with  lukewarm 
water,  the  liquor  mixed  with  excess  of  chalk  and  then 
evaporated  to  small  bulk.  Slight  excess  of  calcium 
chloride  is  then  added,  the  liquid  diluted  with  water,  and 
the  precipitated  resin,  calcium  meconate,  etc..  filtered  off. 
On  concentrating  the  liquid,  the  hydrochlorides  of  mor- 
phine and  codeine  crystallise  out.  These  are  dissolved  in 
water  and  ammonia  added  to  precipitate  the  morphine ; 
the  alkaline  filtrate  which  contains  codeine  hydrochloride 
is  evaporated  to  a  small  volume  and  precipitated  by  potash. 
The  alkaloids  are  further  purified  by  redissolving  and 
reprecipitating. 

Insurance  Dispenser  (183/29)  wants  to  know  what  Solu- 
tions of  Salts  should  be  kept  in  hand  for  dispensing  pur- 
poses. The  following  list  is  reprinted  from  The  Art  of 
Dispensing  "  : 

Sol.  Acidi  tannici    1  in    2  (S.V.R.) 

,,    Aluminis    1  in  16 

,,  Ammonii  bromidi  ...       ...  1  in  4 

,,  Ferri  tartarat.       ...       ...  1  in  4 

,,  Ferri  ct  quininse  citrat,  ...  1  in  2 

,,  Magnesii  sulphatis          ...  1  in  2 

,,  Plumbi  acetatis     ...       ...  1  in  16 

,,    Potassii  acetatis    1  in  2 

,,  ,,      bicarbonatis       ...  1  in  4 

,,         ,,      bromidi    1  in  4 

,,         „      chloratis    1  in  24 

,,         ,,      iodidi    1  in  2 

,,  ,,      nitratis      ...       ...  1  in  8 

'  ,,  Sodii  bicarbonatis  ...       ...  1  in  16 

,,  Zinci  chloridi         ...       ...  1  in  4 

,,  ,,     sulphatis       ...       ...  1  in  8 

Solutions  containing  10  grains  of  the  solid  in  each  fluid 
drachm  are  on  the  whole  most  convenient,  provided  they 
keep,  for  in  many  instances  concentrated  solutions  keep 
much  better  than  weaker  solutions.  Quinine  and  iron  cit- 
rate is  a  notable  example,  a  solution  of  1  part  in  2  keeping 
for  weeks,  while  a  weaker  solution  quickly  becomes  bad. 
We  shall  be  glad  to  receive  other  suggestions  for  the  common 
good  from  our  readers  generally. 

W.  C.  B.  (173/38).— Treatment  of  Dog's  Paws.— The  fre- 
quently recurring  pustules  between  the  toes  of  a  dog  are  due 
to  irritation  or  to  alternate  heat  and  dampness  of  the  feet. 
Some  clogs  are  very  susceptible  to  the  pustular  eruptions 
referred  to.  As  regards  the  treatment,  if  the  animal  is 
feverish  and  very  lame,  poultices  containing  an  opiate  or 
belladonna  should  be  applied,  in  addition  to  a  febrifuge 
internally.  In  ordinary  cases,  however,  fomentation  with 
warm  water  containing  boric  acid  is  usually  sufficient,  this 
being  followed  by  the  application  of  an  ointment  such  as  the 
following  : 

Ung.  ac.  borici    313. 

Calaminae    gj. 

Ac.  carbol  niy. 

Zinci  oxid.    ...       ...       ...       ...  5]. 

Adipem  ad   3j- 

Fiat  ung. 

If  sloughing  is  threatened,  mild  escharotics  will  be  needed. 


Retrospect  ot  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  Jan.  15,  1863. 


Oxygenated  Water. 

To  prepare  perfectly  pure  oxygenated  water,  Duprey 
recommends  that  a  very  rapid  current  of  carbonic  acid  be 
passed  through  distilled  water,  and  from  time  to  time  small 
quantities  of  finely  powdered  peroxide  of  barium  projected 
into  the  liquid :  when  the  quantity  of  carbonate  of  baryta 
formed  is  so  great  as  to  hinder  the  passage  of  the  gas, 
the  clear  liquid  is  decanted  and  the  operation  repeated.  In 
this  way  a  solution  is  obtained  which  is  strongly  charged 
with  neutral  binoxidc  of  hydrogen,  which  may  be  concen- 
trated under  the  air-pump  receiver.  It  is  necessary  that 
the  current  of  the  gas  be  very  rapid,  so  that  it  be  in  excess 
as  regards  the  binoxidc.  Chevreul  has  made  some  experi- 
ments on  the  effects  of  the  solution  on  vegetable  colours, 
and  finds  that  it  acts  upon  them  like  chlorine,  only  more 
slowly. 
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